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JUDITH JUDD and 
DONALD MACINTYRE 

Mi n i s te rs are considering setting 
up the most far-reaching inquiry 
into higher education for more 
than 30 years. The move comes 
as university vice-chancellors 
hold an emergency meeting 
today to discuss whether to 
impose a £300 levy on new 
students. 

The inquiry would ask fun- 
damental questions about the 
expansion of universities and 
how to fund them. It would be 
conducted along the lines of the 
Robbins Committee, which led 
to a dramatic growth in student 
numbers and the building of 
new universities at the end of 
the 1960s. 

So serious are the current 
funding problems that even 
Oxford and Cambridge have re- 
fused to rule out top-up tuition 
fees for students, a introduced, 
the top-up charges would be sig- 
nificantly higher than the £300 
entrance fee the vice-chancel- 
lors are to consider at their 
meeting in London today. 

In the Commons on Tuesday, 
John Major made clear his 
• strong opposition tosuch fees 
' Sid claimed that state funding 
of universities bad increased by 
-2Sper cent in real terms over 
the last five years. 

- The likelihood of afuH scale, 
independent, Robbins-style in- 
quiry, an option now being ac- 
tively considered in Downing 
Street and at the Department 
for Education and Employ- 
ment could partially turn on the 
outcome of today’s meeting of 
the vice-chancellors. A decision 
to impose entrance fees could 
make the establishment of such 
a .committee a more urgent 
proposition. 

with the proportion of 18- 
year-olds going into higher ed- 
ucation now standing at nearly 
a third, politicians of all parties 
are searching for politically ac- 
ceptable ways of reducing the 
£7bn of taxpayers’ money spent 
on higher education, without 
electorafly disastrous conse- 
quences. 


inquiry for 30 years 

iquiry 
furthi 


The new inquiry would ques- 
tion whether further expansion 
is sensible, and if so, by how 
much, what the impact would be 
on already worrying levels of 
graduate employment, how the 
quality of higher education can 
be maintained and improved, 
and above all, how universities 
would be paid for in the next 
century. 

Politically, student financing 
is the most controversial and 
sensitive issue such an inquiry 
would tackle. At present grants 
are being phased out and stu- 



dents takeout loans to help pay 
for their living costs. Tuition is 
free, an present, and ministers 
are nervous that any proposal 
to introduce loans for tuition 
fees might alienate middle class 
voters. 

A key political advantage in 
up an inquiry would be 
removing the burden from the 
Government from having to 
answer these dilemmas ahead 
of the general election. 

Mrs Shephard has been con- 
ducting a review of higher ed- 
ucation for more than a year, 
but Downing Street is unsatis- 
fied with the results and a pub- 
lication of even a consultative 
paper listing options for high- 
er education reform has been 
delayed. 

Before Christmas, the Gov- 
ernment was forced to defer 
plans to partially privatise stu- 
dent loans, because the banks, 


who would have lent the mon- 
ey, refused to take part How- 
ever ministers have not 
abandoned hope of producing 
a privatised student loan 
scheme. 

Next Wednesday, Eric Forth, 
the Minister for Higher Edu- 
cation, will speak at a confer- 
ence to publicise a paper from 
a Tory manifesto group, which 
advocates privatisation. A de- 
cision by Oxford and Cam- 
bridge to charge fees would be 
highly controversial since 
wealth would dearly become 
one of the criteria for entry to 
the two most sought-after uni- 
versities. 

The fact that both have said 
previously that they would not 
charge top-up fees shows bow 
the climate has changed since 
the Government's Budget an- 
nouncement that it was cutting 
capital grants to universities 
by 50 per cent over three years. 

Vice-chancellors are divided 
about the introduction of the 
£300 levy, with some arguing 
that universities should not pe- 
nalise students because of their 
argument with the Govern- 
ment. The fee would be a one- 
off charge to students who did 
not qualify for full grants, and 
would raise between £40ra and 
£50m per year. 

If the 100-phis vice-chancel- 
lors who meet in London today 
fail to agree, some of the best- 
known universities might con- 
sider introducing their own 
fees. 

A spokeswoman for Cam- 
bridge said: “In the past we have 
been formally opposed to top- 
up fees but this is a very diffi- 
cult situation and we are 
keeping our options open." 

Lionel (later Lord) Robbins, 
a professor at the London 
School of Economics, recom- 
mended that anyone capable 
of benefiting from university 
should go and that the propor- 
tion of students in higher edu- 
cation should rise from eight to 
17 per cent His committee on 
higher education sat from 
1961-4. 

Leading article, page 18 



Record-breaker: Cezanne's ‘Smoker* being hung at the Tate in London yesterday. The exhibition opens Wednesday 


Entire rail network to 
be sold before election 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Ministers have ordered the rail 
franchising process to be speed- 
ed up so that the whole network 
can be privatised before the next 
election. 

They have told Roger 
Salmon, the Franchising Di- 
rector responsible for privatis- 
ing passenger trains, to “review" 
his timetable with the aim of 
bringing forward the letting of 
remaining franchises, to en- 
sure the whole process will be 
completed by next spring. 

Selling off the franchises 
quickly will give the Tbries a pre- 
election boost and pose prob- 
lems for Labour if it wins the 
election. With Rail track, the 
three main railfreight compa- 
nies and the 13 large rail main- 
tenance companies due to be 
sold this spring, little will be left 
in the public sector by next year. 


apart from the Channel Tunnel 
freight service and some prop- 
erty. “It's a scorched earth pol- 
icy", a Labour source said. 

British RaiJ will be left as a 
shell with a role ressembling the 
residuary bodies created after 
the abolition of the GLC and 
the metropolitan counties a 
decade ago. It cannot be abol- 
ished without new legislation as 
it is a statutory body. 

So far only three of the 25 
franchises have been let - South 
West Trains, Great Western 
and London, Tilbury & 
Southend. They are due to be 
handed over to their new pri- 
vate sector operators on Sunday. 
Final bids must be submitted by 
1 March for a further four, and 
the process has begun for an- 
other four, malting 1 1 out of 25. 

Ministers have told Mr 
Salmon they want the remain- 
ing 14 offered to the private 
sector by autumn. 


A rail industry source said: 
“They warn this as the flagship 
of their privatisation policy." 
The remaking franchises are 
the least desirable, taking in the 
heavily loss-making rural net- 
work of Regional Railways. 

There are complications 
about the structure of services 
in metropolitan areas where ser- 
vices are subsidised by local pas- 
senger transport executives 
controlled by Labour council- 
lors. Some in the rail industry 
doubt the sale can take place at 
breakneck speed, as the rela- 
tionships between the PTEs 
and the franchising director 
have not been sorted out. 
■After a three-month delay, 
the Government has appointed 
a new chairman for the the rail 
watchdog, the Central Rail 
Users' Consultative Committee. 
David Bertram, 62. was formerly 
chairman of the Eastern Eng- 
land watchdog. 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The art world has dubbed it 
C&anne fever. An exhibition of 
works by the French artist 
known as the “father of mod- 
ern painting" has attracted the 
biggest ever advance ticket sales 
in Britain, which ore moving at 
a rate of 1.50D a day. 

A total of 24,000 tickets have 
already been sold for the exhi- 
bition at the Tate Gallery, which 
was hung yesterday. The artist 
whose career began 
ignominiously, when he faded 
bis entrance exams to art 
school, has now outstripped 
even Picasso, the previous 
record holder, ren times over. 

According to the Tate, 
interest in the exhibition is un- 
precedented. It has moved from 
Paris, where 642,000 tickets 
were sold. “It's been so talked 
about since it opened there, and 
it’s bred so much excitement" 


Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


said Damien Whitmore, head of 
communications at the Tate. 

“Cezanne is really coming 
into his own, it’s so accessible 
and it's so beautiful. It also 
shows how interested people are 
in the visual aits." 

The exhibition is also ex- 
pected to attract a bumper 
trade in C&anne merchandise, 
indudiog jugs, pots, books, CD- 
Roms. bottles of wine - with la- 
bels that reproduce paintings by 
the artist - and tea towels. 

Although he was one of the 
most influential painters of this 
century, and described by Ma- 
tisse as a god C&zanne enjoyed 
little success in his own, reclu- 
sive lifetime. John Golding, the 
artist and curator, said- “It’s very 
poignant, and the other inter- 
esting thing is that he would 
have hared all these artists who 
were so influenced by him. He 
would have been appalled by 
Picasso." 


Millionaire throws US election wide open 


^0 


DAVID USBORNE 

Manchester, New Hampshire 

The multi -milli onaire political 
qtMce, Stew; Forbes, threatened 

yesterday to re-write the script 
<3 the US presidential election 
by : taking a comprehensive 
r opinion ptifl lead in New Hamp- 
shire, scene of the crucial first 
primary later this month. 

A new poll in the state 
showed the Republican Senate 
leader; Robert Dole, long con- 
sidered the ; Republican 

fevourite to challenge President 
Clinton in November, faffing 
nine points behind Mr Forbes, 


is 


The poll, published by the 
Boston Globe and a Boston 
television station, gave Mr 
Forbes the support of 31 per 
cent of Republican voters and 
Mr Dole 22 per cent 

One poll last week showed 
Mr Forbes edging ahead but an- 
other showed Mr Dole stifl in 
the lead Much may change be- 
fore voting day on 20 February. 
But the Boston Globe poll pro- 
vides new evidence that Mr 
Dole, 72, may suffer a devas- 
tating crash landing. 

“R>rbes maintains tremen- 
dous momentum. He continues 
to grow as the Dole campaign 


basically collapses," said Gerry 
Cbervinsky of KRC Communi- 
cations Research, which con- 
ducted the survey. He warned 
however, that support for Mr 
Forbes remained fragile and 
could quickly ebb away. 

Mr Forbes, son of the flam- 
boyant magazine publisher, 
Malcolm Forbes, has jammed 
the state’s television stations 
with aggressive advertising, paid 
for from his own pocket and 
much of it targeted at Mr Dole, 

HSs most vaunted proposal - 
to replace the entire US tax 
code with a single-rate flat tax 
of 17 per cent for all individu- 


als and businesses - is losing 
some of its earlier support. 

One potentially serious 
threat to Mr Forbes surfaced 
yesterday, with a report that the 
Federal Election Commission is 
questioning whether his cam- 
paign bas taken thousands of 
dollars in illegal contributions 
from his publishing empire, 
Forbes Inc. Mr Forbes has con- 
tended that his effort has been 
funded entirely by his person- 
al fortune. 

But IJew Hampshire voters, 

: to focus on the elec- 


tion for the first tune, are turn- 
ing away from Senator Dole in 


droves. They point to concern 
about his age - he would be the 
oldest first term President ever 
- and his lacklustre reply to Mr 
Clinton's State of the Union ad- 
dress last week. 

Campaigning in New Hamp- 
shire in the last few days. Mr 
Dole has barely mentioned Mr 
Forbes. But questioned by re- 
porters about his rival, he not- 
ed: “It’s like a new restaurant 
opening and everyone rushes 
down to see what they’re serv- 
ing, but tben they find that the 
gravy isn’t that good.” 

Dole stumbles on, page 12 
News analysis, page 17 



Steve Forbes: ‘Maintains 
tremendous momentum’ 
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Britten blast over EMU 

Sir Leon Brittan today attacks 
his former Cabinet colleagues 
.for suggesting a European sin- 
gle currency might never hap- 
pen.;:: Report, page 2 

Interview, page 19 

Horse racing accused 

The torse racing industry funds 
research which results in the 
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Senna’s boss feces manslaughter charge 


DERICK ALLSOP 

Frank Williams and Patrick 
Head, the two senior officials of 
the Williams Formula One 
team, are expected to be 
charged in the next 10 days with 
manslaughter following the in- 
quiry into the death of their dri- 
ver, Ayrton Senna, al the San 
Marino Grand Prix 21 months 
ago. 

The public prosecutor in 
Bologna is about to announce 
the conclusion of his investiga- 
tion into the accidents which 
killed Senna, three-times world 
champion, and the Simtek 


driv er, Roland Ratzenberger. 

It is understood the prose- 
cutor will ask for two-year jail 
sentences to be given to 
Willi ams and Head, but that a 
form of plea bargaining could 
result in no more than sus- 
pended sentences. 

According to Italian sources, 
a number of “participants", in- 
cluding the director of the cir- 
cuit at Imola, the Autodromo 
Enzo e Dino Ferrari, also face 
charges. 

The case is due to be heard 
by one of Italy’s lower courts an- 
d would probably not be sched- 
uled until late next year. 


However, since it is antici- 
pated prosecution and defence 
lawyers would follow a widely 
used procedure within the Ital- 
ian legal system and reach a 
mutually acceptable settlement, 
the likelihood is that the case 
will be in and out of coart be- 
fore the next San Marino Grand 
Prix, on 5 May. 

The Italian sources say that 
'Wflbams and Head have no pre- 
vious convictions and that even 
in the event of a guilty verdict, 
there is no danger that they 
would be sent to jail. 

Early reports from Italy 
claimed the inquiry would con- 


clude that the steering of Sen- 
na's car broke while he was lead- 
ing the race, leaving him 
powerless to prevent its crash- 
ing into a wall at the Tkmburelfo 
curve. Williams has repeatedly 
refused to comment about the 
possibility of his feeing charges. 

Ratzenberger died during 
practice, 24 hours earlier, but it 
has already been stated that his 
accident was a consequence of 
his own mistake. Even so, offi- 
cials of his team may have to an- 
swer diarges because the car did 
not withstand the impact. 

The drivers’ deaths were the 
first in a Formula One race 


meeting for 12 years and the 
death of Senna, in particular, 
stunned the sport. 

Ever since that traumatic 
weekend Formula One leaders 
have waged a campaign for im- 
proved safety standards. New 
regulations nave reduced cor- 
nering speeds and improved 
protection for drivers, and al- 
terations have been made to cir- 
cuits including Imola. 

Only this week. Max Mosley, 
president of FIA, motorsports 
governing body, revealed avia- 
tion-type black-boxes would be 
fitted to cars to give experts 
more data about accidents. 
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Brittan berates the EMU Jeremiahs 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

Sir Leon Brittan, vice-presi- 
dent of the European Com- 
mission, today males a strong 
attack on former Cabinet col- 
leagues for suggesting that a Eu- 
ropean single currency might be 
joned or never happen, 
ling in today’s Indepen- 
dent Sir Leon, a former Con- 
servative Cabinet mini ster, 
firmly disputes predictions that 
the project will collapse - an 


idea that Cabinet ministers 
have conspicuously invoked in 
a attempt to reassure Tory 
Euro-sceptics and restore a 
semblance of party unity. 

Malcolm Rifldnd, the Foreign 
Secretary, has been quick to 
seize on the suggestion of a 
growing gap between econom- 
ic realities and the planned 
1999 timetable for monetary 
union. John Major has also 
played down the prospect of the 
timetable being met. 

Sir Leon in effect dubs them 


“wishful thinkers". British in- 
dustrialists and citizens were be- 
ing told “we do not need to' 
think about it any more, for the 
deadline and the terms are un- 
ravelling, just as the British al- 
ways said they would," he says. 

Yet most EU foreign minis- 
ters officially re -endorsed the 
plan to begin EMU on 1 Janu- 
ary 1999, and according to the 
economic criteria in the Maas- 
tricht Treaty, at their meeting on 
Monday. 

“It is consoling to be told that 


you not need to answer a diffi- 
cult question but it can be dan- 
gerous to duck out of it that 
way," he says. “Sound policy- 
making requires a much less 
self-serving view of what is re- 
ally happening in Europe." 

Sir Leon's warning w31 not 
only reassure increasingly ot- 
aspc rated pro-European Tories. 
It will also strike a chord with 
a number of senior Tory back- 
bench Euro-sceptics who are far 
from convinced that EMU is un- 
ravelling and believe predictions 


to that effect are dangerous. 
Kenneth Clarke, the strongly 
pro-European Chancellor, in- 
sisted in an interview earlier this 
week that nobody knew 
whether the currency would go 
ahead on 1 January 1999. He 
alw slapped down suggestions 
from Cabinet colleagues that 
some states wanted to water 
down the economic criteria. 

The contributions from Mr 
Clarke and Sir Leon stand in 
marked contrast to Mr 
Rjflrind's strident remarks at a 


Brussels press conference dur- 
ing Monday's meeting, when he 
sa|± “Each day almost, senior 
European statesmen from 
France, from Germany, from 
other countries esqxess doubts 
uncertainty as to whether 19^ 

is a realistic target. I doubt tfthB 

can go on day after day, week 
after week, without some seri- 
ous credibility problem " 
Douglas Hurd, the former 
foreign secretary, has also called 
for a postponement of moves 
towards the currency, saying 


that the present timetable cotiki 
cause damage to the EU. 

Sir Leon suggests some coun- 
tries would welcome a short de- 
lay, but onlv because they wish 
to' join at 'the outset rather 
than in a second wave. 

-Yet even they are enacting 

bold economic reforms to show, 
they mean to qualify for par- 
ticipation at the earliest possi- 
ble date - . - Those reforms are 

in any case necessaiy for Europe 

to be competitive." 

Sir Leon Brittan, page 15 


Nurses to be 
offered 2% 
deal on pay 


Peace process: Unionists reveal Major plans as republicans clash with RUC 


COUN BROWN 
BARRIE CLEMENT and 
DONALD MACINTYRE 

More than 450,000 muses are 
to be offered a minimum na- 
tional pay rise of up to 2 per 
cent, with topping up by local 
pay deals, it emerged last 
nigh t. 

The news came as the Prime 
Minister was told that there 
should be a “target" pay in- 
crease of 3.5 to 4 per cent for 
1,800 senior civil servants, and 
senior education sources pre- 
dicted a settlement little high- 
er than inflation, of between 3-2 
per cent and 3.4 per cent 

The Cabinet is due to ap- 
prove the inflation-breaking 
increases next week, in spite of 
Treasury anxieties that the fig- 
ures proposed by the review 
bodies are higher than the 
Chancellor had hoped. 

As the row over nurses' pay 
transferred to the chamber of 
the Commons, MPs" hopes of 
a significant salary rise were fu- 
elled by a Cabinet decision to 
refer the issue to the Senior 
Salaries Review Board- 

Tony Newton, Leader of the 
Commons, has opened negoti- 
ations with the Opposition over 
the precise timing and remit of 
a new inquiry into MPs’ pay, 
pensions and allowances, which 
senior MPS expect to report be- 
fore the general election. 

Although an ail-party Early 
Day Motion on MPs’ pay 
sought reference to Lord 
Nolan's Committee, ministers 
were at pains to point out yes- 
terday that unlike the Nolan 
committee, it is already within 
the remit of the SSRB to review 
MPs 1 and ministers' salaries. 

Because the SSRB covers 
grades one to five in the civil ser- 
vice, the reference to it is bound 
to excite expectations that it 
could lift MPS into a new pay 
league by suggesting rises as 
high as £10,000 a year. 

The pay rises for nurses are 
part of a series of wide-ranging 


salary reviews for about 1-3 
million public sector workers, 
including doctors, dentists, 
armed forces, senior civil ser- 
vants and judges, which are 
due to be approved next week 
by the Cabinet. 

Of all public servants, White- 
hall mandarins will have the 
least idea of how the pay body’s 
deliberations will affect them. 
From 1 April the top five grades 
will receive personal contracts 
and increases in remuneration 
will depend on promotion and 
performance. 

The Senior Salaries Review 
Body has attached upper and 
lower limits to 11 new salary 
bands ordained by the Treasury 
and tbe Cabinet Office, but de- 
partments and free-standing 
public agencies will decide how 
many of their senior personnel 
will be in each band. They will 
also decide whether to apply all 
11 bands. 

Public sector workers were 
angered yesterday by the results 
of a study which showed that tbe 
pay rises enjoyed by NHS chief 
executives are running at twice 
the rate awarded to nurses. 
The survey, by Incomes Data 
Services, revealed that while the 
total earnings of the senior ad- 
ministrators increased by 1A per 
cent in the year to last March, 
nursing staff saw their average 
total pay rise by just 32 percent. 

Six chief executives received 
total increases in earnings of 
more than 20 per cent, with the 
highest, amounting to 29.3 per 
cent, at Grampian Healthcare. 

The pay issue prompted an- 
gry exchanges in the Commons 
•yesterday. Tony Blair chal- 
lenged John Major during 
Prime Minister's Questions: 
“Why don't you spend the mon- 
ey, rather than on bureaucrats, 
administrators, company cars 
and pen-pushers, on nurses, 
doctors, patients and beds?" 

Mr Major defended spending 
on NHS administration and 
accused the Opposition leader 
of asking “senseless" questions. 



A policeman grappling with a mourn- 
er during scuffles which forced the 
postponement of the funeral for a 
murdered republican activist in west 
Belfast yesterday The violence empti- 


ed as police tried to prevent the fu- 
neral being turned into a paramilitary 
display, writes David McKittrick. It be- 
gan when at least six members of a 
republican colour party, wearing 


black jerkins, berets mid dark glass- 
es, emerged from the home of the 
murdered man, Gino Gallagher, re- 
puted chief of the Irish Liberation 
Army. RUC riot squads, which had 


been drawn up near by, moved in be- 
fore the coffin was brought out. A -far- 
ther co n fro n tat i on may take place 
today when republicans gather again 
at Gallagher’s home. 


Twin Bills tb break Ulster impasse 


COUN BROWN and 
RUPERT CORNWELL 

Ulster Unionist leaders last 
night said John Major will in- 
troduce two government Bills to 
create an elected body in North- 
ern Ireland and a monitoring 
body to deal with IRA arms, if 
he can get cross-party agree- 
ment for the plans. 

David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leader, met the Prime 
Minister at Downing Street 
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and stepped up the pressure on 
Dublin to agree to an elected 
body to bring all (he parties 
together. 

He said the legislation would 
establish an international “ver- 
ification” commission recom- 
mended by the Mitchell report 
lo oversee the decommission- 
ing of IRA weapons at the 
same tune as talks got under 
way in the elected body. 

The Irish Republic was still 
resisting the plans for the elect- 
ed body, and holding out for all- 
party talks to start bv the end 
of February as agreed by Mr 
Major in November. 

And Gerry Adams, the Sinn 
Fein leader, said in Washington 
yesterday that his party would 


not participate in any elections 
before all-party talks on North- 
ern Ireland’s future, which he 
insisted should begin “without 
preconditions". 

The Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, made it clear London 
believes the February deadline 
will be missed, and is pressing 
instead for agreement on the 
elected body to be reached by 
the end of the month. 

“1 think it would very difficult 
to gel the necessary legislation 
in lime for the end of February 
but I very much hope that, as a 
result of the political track, 
within that time scale, agree- 
raenl could be reached on the 
wav ahead," Sir Patrick said. 


Sir Patrick and Dick Spring, 
ihe Irish Foreign Minister, re- 
mained at odds over the plan for 
an elected body at a meeting in 
London yesterday. 

Tbe two ministers agreed to 
step up inter-party talksT and will 
meet again next Wednesday in 
Dublin. 

Irish sources said: "They 
didn't make any progress, but 
they did agree to meet again and 
keep the process going." 

Speaking after meetings with 
Irish-American Congressional 
leadeis, Mr Adams attacked the 
elections proposed by Mr Ma- 
jor as “turning democracy on its 
head. Elections have a part to 
play after the ail-party talks, but 
not as a precondition". 


Sinn Fein would have noth- 
ing to do with them as presented 
by Mr Major. 

The Sinn Fein leader was try- 
ing to persuade the United 
States to press Britain to drop 
the elections, and instead agree 
to begin the all-party discussions 
by the end of February. 

“I see no reason why all-par- 
ty talks cannot start by 28 Feb- 
ruary," he declared. 

However, this time the White 
House seems less inclined to 
step in. 

Anthony Lake, President 
Clinton's national security ad- 
viser, who also met Mr Adams 
yesterday, has indicated that the 
administration will go along 
with the election plan. 


Major engages in ‘quiet diplomacy’ 


Hard bargaining is now going on 
behind the scenes between John 
Major and the party leaders 
over the plans for an elected 
body for Northern Ireland. 

In spile of the initial hostili- 
ty bythe nationalist leaders in- 
cluding John Hume, leader of 
the Social Democratic and 
Labour Party. British ministers 
arc confident they will be able 
lo find “the broad agreement" 
for an elected body which the 
Mitchell report said would be 
needed if it was to work. 

The broad outline for the 
elections is already emerging. 
The British government is 
adamant that the body will be 
short-lived with the ’task of 
appointing teams to carry out 
all-party negotiations on the 
future of Northern Ireland. Its 
aim is to get round the impasse 
to all-party talks over the [ RA's 
refusal to begin disarming. 


AnaJysis 


The Ulster Unionists are 
ready to sit down with Gerry 
Adams and the Sinn Fein ne- 
gotiators, after the elections, if 
the disarmament process begins 
at the same time. Unionists 
would prefer the elections to be 
based on about nine con- 
stituencies. That is opposed by 
the SDLR which fears it would 
guarantee a dominant voice io 
the Unionists, and polarise 
opinion in Ulster between na- 
tionalists and loyalists. 

At his talks in Downing 
Street, Mr Major found that 
even some members of Ian 
Paisleys hard line Democratic 
Unionist Party want to bring Mr 
Humes party into the fold, by 
agreeing Ui a compromise over 
the composition of the seals. 


The elections are likely to be 
based on the European Parlia- 
mentary boundary which covets 
tbe whole of Northern Ireland. 
That would enable the voters lo 
choose from a long list of can- 
didates by single transferable 
vote, and it would emphasise the 
purpose of the elected body was 
to deal with an all-Ulster prob- 
lem. The Ulster Unionists insist 
only those who stand can join 
the negotiating teams. 

Tbe Irish Republic is holding 
out for all-party talks before 
elections lake place, but is be- 
ing dragged along into the 
process. The Unionists believe 
the SDLP will resist until the 
deadline for all-party talks at the 
end of February has passed. 

Dublin remains suspicious 
of the Ulster Unionists. David 
Trimble has appeared to indi- 
cate that he would not engage 
in all-party talks, even after the 


elections, unless the IRA began 
decommissioning first. 

The British government is 
convinced that Mr Trimble will 
go along with parallel talks, 
while decommissioning is being 
tackled. John Bruton, the Irish 
Prime Minister, underlined 
Irish anxieties about the plan 
by urging Britain to stick to the 
report of Lhe international body 
under former US senator 
George Mitchell. Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, Secretary of Stale for 
Northern Ireland, said that the 
plan would stiil meet the 
Mitchell proposals. 

The problem still remains the 
IRA. The Mitchell Commission 
said it would not begin decom- 
missioning before all party talks, 
but the DUP believes it wall not 
start to disarm until it is close 
to securing a united Ireland. 

Colin Brown 


IN BRIEF 


Law on sex tourism 
to be reviewed . 

The law preventing British 
Croats from dealing with pae- 
dophites who attack children 
abroad is to be reviewed be- 
cause of concern ewer the sex- 
tourism industry. 

.'Newsof the renew comes oh 
the eve of the Second Readme 
of afcfll fo tackle ‘ 

gators- Michael Hbwan^ tfe: 

' Home Secretary, . was ;under 
pressure: fo; act after 10 other 
Western countries, inciudino 
Australia, Germany anTthg. 
United States, changed- their 
laws in response to ajo&tor 
about child prostitution 1 L '■ 

lster, called on countrjes^rith 

such problems to do m&ethem- 

selves. “They must put ^ pro. 
lection of their chutes above 
the luxe of dir ty tonrist -money 
they receive from tffesaleofduk - 
dren's bodies.” hesaid.' , 

Computer fraud . 

Two men who orchestrated? 
Britain’s laxgest-ever computer 
leasing fraud and then bad bail . 
set at a record £l(hn each, were 
sentenced at Southwark Grown ' 
Court. Leonard BafiJett, 49, ‘ 
chairman of the ICS Groimand. 

finance director, fan Maffanir*y ji 
40, were jailed for five ana 
three-and-a-half years respec- 
tively. At least £llmwiu lost -• 

Murder charge 

Police hunting the Jailer of Vfc 
ki Thompson, 30, who, died a 
week after being attacked as she 
walked her dog nearherhnme = 
at Ascot t-under-Wychwood, 
Oxfordshire, last August, have 
charged a man, 21, with' her . 
murder. He will appear at TVit- 
ney magistrates’ court today. 

IRA appeal fails - • 

Feilitn O’Hadhmalll, an ORA 
member who was jafled:for25 
years in 1994, lost a High Court 
appeal against his conviction. 
He claimed lhe jury was pnss- 
sured into convicting him on a - 
conspiracy’ charge instead of one ~ 
of possessing explosives. 

Double stabbing j: 

Detectives investigating the 
killing of Eveline Oxtoby, 61^ 
and her daughter, Lpm,30,wto 
were found s tabbed . foVde^ 
outside their home ur Bdr- 
oughb ridge. North 'Ybrksfiirv : 
on Wednesday applied tonug- 
istraies to keep a su^&ct,^, - 
longer in custody. . ■ • - r : 

£lbn lottery grants V: 

The amount ofNaliooalLnttHj 
money paid out towprcje^ ; 
across tbe United Kingdom 
topssElbn tcKiaywthim award 
of X2m for a renovatibn privet 
in Northern Ireland^- . . 

Loud return for fliiff 

The veteran disc jocke£ Aba 
"Fluff’ Freeman, 68,- is return- 
ing to rock music after 10 years. 
Freeman - whose catcb-plnasfi 
is “not arf" - is toptewita iKW 
classic rock show*- oa Vn^n 
Radio from next month. And fie ; 
will be playing it loud because . 
he says years of rock monstcis 
such as Deep Purple and^ed 
Zeppelin have left him dea£ 

Probation offlceis 

Michael Howard, lhe-.Honae 
Secretary, has been accused® 
acting unlawfully > wberhiw . 
scrapped qualifications 

bation officers. High Gcatfl 
judges will rule at a 1 

Correction • 

The National Heritagelfcow- 

rial Fund has asked ustopohd 

out that it was not the fond W 

the Arts Council 

grant of £55m to the .Ebjar 

Opera House. ■ 
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Maxwell seeks ban on 'inside story’ book 


JOHN W1LLCOCK 

Kevin Maxwell's solicitors have 
applied to ihe Aiiomoy General 
to have a new Kx^k ulibui his fa- 
ther Robert Maxwell banned, 
on the grounds that he faces a 
further fraud trial. 

MtixwelL- 77;e Final Veitttci by 
Tom Bower was published last 
Friday and 13.UUO copies have 
already been sent out to shops. 
The 478-pagc book includes 
what it describes as “the inside 
story of 1 Kevin and Iun 
Maxwell's trial". 

Mr Bower portrayed himself 
last night in a strongly worded 


statement as a victim. He said: 
’’Since the: book is vety carefully 
written to avoid prejudicing 
the trial f expect toe court to 
protect me and the book since 
U does not infringe their [the 
Maxwells’] rights.” 

Kevin’s solicitors, Peters & 
Peters, want the book with- 
drawn, Two weeks ago he was 
acquitted on two charges of con- 
spiracy to defraud the Maxwell 
pension funds after an eight- 
month trial costing an estimat- 
ed £25 m. 

Last Friday, the Serious 
Fraud Office astonished ob- 
servers by declaring that it was 


pressing ahead with three 
further charges of fraud against 
Kevin, as well as charges against 
former Maxwell employees Lar- 
ry Trachtenberg, Michael 
Stoney and Albert Fuller. 

Yesterday, Keith Oliver, of 
Peters & Peters, said: “We view 
the book with the utmost con- 
cern and we arc making the 
strongest possible representa- 
tions to the Attorney General. 
We are urging him to restrain 
its publication.” 

A spokesman for the Attor- 
ney General's office said last 
night: “Wc have received rep- 
resentations from Kevin 


Maxwell’s solicitors and we are 
giving them careful considera- 
tion." 

Mr Bower said lost night 
that he would resist the request 
for a ban on the following 
grounds that “Kevin Maxwell 
has spoken quite openly to the 
press . There has hcen an enor- 
mous amount of coverage in the 
newspapers and on TV". 

He went on; "Most important 
of all, we believe that the book 
is not a contempt of court. Wc 
believe Section 2 of the Con- 
tempt of Court Act will show 
that the book in no way preju- 
dices Ihe trial." 


A legal spokesman 
book’s publisher^, . 

Collins, said: 
anything as 

Kevin Maxweffs sohaWS«F^ 
Attorney General 
solicitous Biddte&Cahave not 

i J • 


heard an. 
The Lord 


r. Lord 


Mackay, is 
the legal problem 

tte fudge to . 

aL Lord Justice Phihil»^a6 ^ 
risdictwn to continue with me- 
second trial* 

His office said yesterday ^ 
that he had not yet arrived at 
a decision. 
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Part-timers perish after wrongly 
thinking child was still trapped 


Computer fraud 


• ** f 


Wurc’sr charge 


IRA apaeai fails 


Double <■ "Ebbing 


TONY HEATH 

A South Wiles valley was in 
mourning last night after two 
part-time fire fighters and a five- 
year-old boy died in a blaze at 
a house in Blaina, Gwent. 

Kevin Lane and Stephen 
■ Griffin lost their lives after go- 
ing back into the terraced house 
in Zephaoiah Wfay, wrongly be- 
^p.lieving that another child was 
trapped in the inferno. 

Fire crews had been called to 
tackle a blaze at the house ear- 
ly yesterday morning and the 
two fire fighters had forced 
their way through choking 
fumes to carry the boy out. 

They went back inside after 
being wrongly told that a sec- 
ond child was trapped upstairs. 

. . They were on the landing of the 
two-storey council house when 
a massive explosion threw them 
to the ground floor. 

The men, who both lived in 
- the village, suffered severe 
burns ana were pronounced 
dead at the scene. 

Mr Lane. 32, was a factory 
worker and Mr Griffin. 42. was 
a chef at Blaina Hospital. 

Daniel Harford, whom the 
crew had pulled from the blaze, 
died from smoke inhalation on 
the way to hospital in Aber- 
gavenny. 

His mother Catherine Har- 
ford, 24, and his three-year-old 
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Died: Kevin Lane 
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brother, Joshua, escaped un- 
hurt. 

The volunteer fire fighters 
were yesterday praised for their 
bravery by Terry Giossop, 
Gwent’s chief fire officer. 

“Tragically, there was no one 
else in the house but these two 
colleagues did not think for one 
minute of their own safety be- 
fore doing their duty and going 
bade into the building." he said. 

“Firemen everywhere will 
understand why they went back 
inside and they will be very dis- 
tressed by this tragedy." 

Last night relatives were 
comforting the men’s families. 
Mr Griffin, a retained fireman 
for five years, leaves a widow, 
a daughter aged 17, and a 20- 
year-old son. 

Mr Lane, who had volun- 
teered for duty because of staff 
shortages, leaves a partner, a 10- 
yeatTOld son and a stepson, 20. 

His brother-in-law, David ' 
Bishop, said: “Kevin was ab- i 
solutely devoted to the job and 
never considered how danger- 
ous it can be.” 

Residents in Zepbaniah Way 
also praised the bravery of the 
fire fighters, who are being 
considered for bravery awards. 

Wayne Vferren, 42, said of the 
men: ‘TTiey were so brave to go 
in the bouse. It was like an in- 
ferno. But they risked every- 
thing - I’ve never seen courage 
like that" 

Other residents described 
bow flames and thick black 
smoke had already engulfed the 
building when the fire fighters 
arrived. Seventy-two-year-old 
Iris Lane saw one of the fire 
fighters desperately trying to re- 
vive Daniel on a blanket in the 
garden. “The house was all 
gushing smoke and sparks. It 
was terrifying,” she said. 

Another neighbour, Rob Ed- 
wards, in pyjamas, tried to get 
mto the house earlier but was 
forced back by heat and smoke. 

“I heard Catherine scream- 
ing ‘Daniel. Daniel, he’s in 
there, please get him out.’ 
Catherine was standing in the 
garden and was blackened from 
head to foot,” he said. 

A spokesman for Blaenau 
Gwent Borough Council said 
last night that all the authori- 
ty’s houses were fitted with 
smoke alarms. Tenants were 
contacted regularly to remind 
them to check that the alarms 
were in working order. 

. Flags at the council's offices 
were flown at half mast and will 
stay lowered until the victims' 
funerals. Bernard Assinder. 
who represents Blaina on the 
council, said that the tragedy 
was reverberating throughout 
the area. 

“We are such a close-knit 
community - virtually everyone 
knows those involved. Reople do 
not always appreciate the debt 
we owe to those who man the 
emergency services. Those who 
died today exemplified that 
debt” 

Shopkeepers yesterday 
opened a collection to aid the 
victims’ families as investiga- 
tions began into the cause of the 
tragedy. 

Meanwhile. Blaina fire col- 
leagues remained on duty last 
night ready to respond to emer- 
gencies. 

Station Officer Chris Brown 
said: “If there Is a call-out we 
will go as always. Everyone 
here tsdedicated to the job and 
that is what-we do.” 



Out of this world: A Hubble Space Telescope image of Saturn showing a white spot near the equator - a massive storm cloud wider than Earth itself Photograph: Science Photo Library 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

Storms on the planet Saturn, 
whipping up winds of nearly 600 
miles an hour, have been seen 
by an international team of 
astronomers. 

Previously, observers of the 
ringed planet had thought that 
such storms were rare. Only five 
large-scale disturbances have 
been seen over the past centu- 


ry - with those in 1933 and 1990 
resulting in Great White Spots 
near the planef s equator. 

But in an impressive display 
of international scientific co- 
operation. five Earth-bound 
telescopes in four countries - to- 
gether with the Hubble Space 
Telescope - have been trained 
on Saturn over the past couple 
of years. In today's issue of Sci- 
ence magazine, the astronomers 
report that Saturn may be a 


much stormier place than had 
been believed. 

Fly-bys of the planet by the 
Pioneer and Voyager satellites 
more than 15 years ago had re- 
vealed some activity but the gen- 
eral presumption was of a 
quiescent system. The research 
published today shows that Sat- 
urn's atmosphere is more tur- 
bulent than first thought, and. 
that sources of beat internal to 
the planet may be more active 


than astronomers bad believed. 
Most of the observations were 
taken with a French telescope 
specifically dedicated to study- 
ing the planets, at the Pic-du- 
Midi Observatory in the 
Pyrenees. But the project also 
involved optical telescopes in 
Florida, Japan. Spain, a Nasa in- 
fra-red telescope, and the or- 
biting Hubble Space Telescope. 

Between July and December 
1994, the astronomers tracked 


Ponies ‘die in scientific 
research’ for race horses 


GREG WOOD 

Racing Reporter 

Hie horse racing industry reg- 
ularly funds scientific research 
which results in the death and 
i suffering of Welsh mountain 
ponies, animal rights protesters 
will allege in a report to be pub- 
lished next week. 

• Animal Aid, citing scientific 
reports in veterinary journals, 
will argue that live boises. usu- 
ally ponies bred for research pur- 
poses, were used in experiments 
to develop vaccines against 
equine influenza and equine 
herpes vires. The ponies are also 
used to study the effects of ex- 
ercise on surgically-induced 
injuries. 

Among the contributors who 
fund the experiments are 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
al Maktoum, the world's lead- 
ing racehorse owner, and the 
Horserace Betting Levy Board, 
which a dminis ters the £50m 
raised each year from tax on 
bets placed in betting shops. 

Andrew Tyler, A nn ual Aid’s 
director, has written to Sheikh 
Maktoum asking him if be is “ful- 
ly aware that funds provided by 
yourself would be used to cause 
the unnecessary deaths of 
horses”. 

A statement issued yesterday 
by the Sheikh's Dalnam Hall 
Stud in Newmarket said: 
“Sheikh Mohammed has made 
donations to a number of re- 
search projects and is satisfied 
that their aim has been to im- 
prove the health and welfare of 
the entire equine species." 

Sheikh Maktoum is an hon- 
orary vice-president of the 
Animal Health Trust in New- 
market where several of the 
studies were carried out. His fi- 
nancial assistance is acknowl- 
edged by the authore of a report 
into the prog ress of equine 
herpes virus-1 (EHV-1) in the 
respiratory tract of ponies. 



Mohammed Maktoum leading his Derby winner Lammtarra 


Twelve ponies and two seven- 
month-old foals were infected 
with the virus and killed be- 
tween 12 hours and 13 days lat- 
er to recover tissue samples. 

The Animal Health Tfust de- 
nies it is responsible for “un- 
necessaiy" deaths, as A nim al Aid 
claims. “Since 1994 we’ve had an 
ethics committee which includes 
a JF and a member of the 
RSPCA and any work we want 
to do wiD be put in front of 
them,” Phil Spiby, the AHTs 


spokesman, said yesterday. 
“Wherever possible we will use 
alternative methods such as cell 
cultures, or look at the broad- 
er picture through epidemiolo- 
gy. At present, there are no 
te rminal studies taking place.” 

Many of the experiments are 
designed to develop or refine 
vaccines for strains afEHV and 
equine flu, both potentially fa- 
tal diseases in horses. Equine flu 
regularly appears in new forms 
which render previous vaccines 


a large storm consisting of a 
cloud pattern of small and large 
white spots. The succession of 
white spots - one measuring 
27,000km by 12.000km - raced 
across the planet's northern 
hemisphere at about 274 metres 
per second. A small white spot, 
was followed closely by the 
main storm but had in its' train 
“ an elongated dark feature" 
which was in its turn followed 
by a smaller white spoL 


“According to out images, the 
1994 event does not fit into the 
classical Great White Spot 
cloud partem. The spot was still 
visible, albeit much smaller. 11 
months later in May 1995. The 
persistence of the white spot 
against wind shear (which will 
destroy cloud patterns in a few 
days) was unique." the as- 
tronomers write, “suggesting 
the white spot was a coherent, 
dynamically stable structure." 


useless. As a result the devel- 
opment of vaccines, the use of 
which is mandatory in British 
racing stables, is an ongoing 
process. The final test for any 
new treatment is a “challenge" 
study, in which vaccinated 
horses are exposed to the virus 
in question. 

While some of the experi- 
ments carried out on healthy 
horses for the benefit of the in- 
dustry may be justified on med- ! 
ical grounds, studies into i 
problems of purely economic , 
concern are a particular em- 
barrassment. not least because 
the Levy Board does not allo- 
cate any of its substantial bud- 
get for the welfare of retired 
racehorses. 

Tendon injuries are a fre- 
quent source of expense and 
frustration throughout the in- 
dustry, often ending a horse's 
career or forcing it to spend a 
yeamxvvermg. In a study at 
Bristol University, funded by the 
Levy Board, to investigate the 
effects of exercise on healing, in- 
juries were surgically intro- 
duced into the limbs of healthy 
ponies, which were killed for tis- 
sue analysis 11 weeks later. 

“Diseases like equine On can 
be very serious in an unvacrinated 
population." Mr Spiby said. “Two 
years ago there was an outbreak 

in China which killed 50,000 
horses. That could never happen 
in Britain because of the number 
of vaccinated horses.” 

Some trainers, however, dis- 
pute the the value of the vac- 
cines. Josh Gifford, who trained 
Aldaniti, the 1981 Grand Na- 
tional winner, is a long-stand- 
ing critic of the policy of 
mandatory vaccination. 

“It’s an absolute waste, of 
time.” he says. “The horses 
stiD have flu, but it crushes il and 
it sticks Inside them. They look 
well but you’ve got to do blood 
tests and scope them to see if 
there’s any muck down there.” 


Interpol inquiry 
as wine k i lls 
British tourist 


STEVE BOGGAN and 
VERONICA CLARK 

Interpol is investigating the 
death of a British woman who 
collapsed in Cairo after drink- 
ing wine thought to have been 
laced with methylated spirits. 

Holidaymakers were yester- 
day warned to avoid cheap 
Egyptian bottles in what could 
turn out to be the most serious 
drinks scare since 1986, when 23 
Italians died after drinking 
adulterated wine. 

Charlotte Common. 55, died 
on 9 January, almost a week af- 
ter being airlifted to Newcastle’s 
Freeman hospital on a life sup- 
port machine. 

Mrs Common, from Sun- 
derland, had been on holiday 
with two female companions 
over Christmas and New Year. 
The last time she contacted her 
family by phone, she said: “Tve 
bought some wine for my 
friends, but they won't drink it” 

After taking a few glasses, she 
became iH collapsed and was 
taken to hospital in Cairo, but 
she never regained conscious- 
ness. 

A post-mortem examination 
revealed that she had died from 
methanol poisoning, the same 
cause of death attributed to the 
Italian victims after methylic 
alcohol was added to a wine- 
tike drink to make it alcoholic 
without the fermentation 
process. 

“A very small amount of 
methanol is naturally present in 
wine, but nowhere near enough 
to do anyone any harm,” said 
David IVfagley. head of educa- 
tion for the Wine and Spirits Ed- 
ucation Trust. 

“I am afraid the precedent for 
what seems to have happened 
is the scandal in Italy in the 
1980s. 

“For some unscrupulous peo- 


ple, it is cheaper to add 
methanol than to go through the 
process of crushing and fer- 
menting grapes. 

“The main reason for doing 
this is to push prices down, so 
for the time being 1 would ad- 
vise people visiting Egypt to 
avoid suspiciously cheap wine. 
It would be sensible to read up 
on the local wine to find out 
which vineyards are reputable 
and then stick to those." 

Mrs Common’s sons, Gregg, 
Stephen and Michael, are 
awaiting the results of the 
Interpol inquiry. 

“Someone, somewhere, is 
responsible for my mother's 
death,” said Gregg, 34. “We 
must find out what happened 
there. 

“We don’t want to take a law 
suit out against anyone, we just 
need to know the truth. 

“Other tourists travelling to 
Egypt should know they too 
may be risking their lives drink- 
ing the local wine. It has been 
a nightmare for our family - we 
don’t want anyone else to go 
through this.” 

Police in Northumbria said 
they bad contacted Interpol 
and the British Embassy in 
Cairo but they did not know 
whether a supermarket owner 
who sold the wine to Mrs Com- 
mon had been questioned. 

There was no word, either, on 
whether the wine was part of a 
batch or whether that batch 
had been tested and destroyed. 

The Foreign Office said it 
had not been asked to make 
approaches for help from 
the Egyptian government. A 
spokesman said that he had 
no advice for British holiday- 
makers. 

No one was available for 
comment at the Egyptian Em- 
bassy yesterday because of the 
observance of Ramadan. 
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Whitehall braced for 


Animal passion: Fur to fly as American chain plans 


arms-to-Iraq report 


I 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 


Ministers will learn next week 
the politically explosive findings 
of the Scott arms-to-Iraq 
inquiry, it was announced yes- 
terday. 

Ian Lang, the President of the 
Board of Trade, said in a writ- 
ten Parliamentary answer that 
he expected Sir Richard Scott's 
long-awaited report to be pub- 
lished on 15 February. Ministers 
will receive copies a week in ad- 
vance of what promises to he 
one of the most sensitive doc- 
uments to have crossed their 
desks in years. 

It will be then, after three 
years of speculation, that they 
'will finally learn the conse- 
quences of the inquiry . 

To safeguard the judge and 
his team against anv legal action 
-and to prevent advance copies 




* 





Scott: ferocious criticism 


-and to prevent advance copies 
being released to the.press - the 
Government is wheeling out an 


Government Ls wheeling out an 
infrequently used but powerful 
156-year old statute to cover the 
publication process. 

Copies of the report are un- 
likely to be released to the 
press until the Government, in 


the shape of Mr Lang, who 
heads the commissioning de- 
partment, begins its initial re- 
sponse in the Commons on 15 
February. Sir Richard is ex- 
pected to hold a press confer- 
ence later that afternoon. 

The report was origin ally 
earmarked for St Valentine's 
Day, 14 February, but publica- 
tion has been put back a day to 
allow the Cabinet to discuss its 
implications. At least two Cab- 
inet ministers. Sir Nicholas 


Lyefl, the Attorney General, and 
William Whldegrave, Chief Sec- 
retary to the Treasury, are ex- 
pected to be heavily criticised 
by Sir Richard. 

Publication is to be made un- 
der the powers conferred by the 
Parliamentary Papers Act of 
1840, a statute that tends to be 
reserved for the most sensitive 
and potentially litigious reports. 

The Act, which confers a 
higher degree of privilege and 
legal protection for their au- 
thors, was used for the BCCI 
and Guildford bombing in- 
quiries. While the Act affords 
greater protection, it effective- 
ly rules out the issue of any ad- 
vancecopies. 

In the meantime. Sir Richard 
and his inquiry continue to be 
on the receivira end of ferodous 
attacks from Government sup- 
porters. Last week. Lord Howe, 
the former Foreign Secretary, 
and Sir Bernard Ingham, Mrs 
Thatcher's former press secre- 
tary, joined the fray. Yesterday, 
it was the turn of Sir Bernard 
again, with another blast in the 
Daily Express. 

tin a key plank of their ob- 
jections, that by denying legal 


representation and cross-ex- 
amination by lawyers. Sir 
Richard’s procedures were un- 
fair, his supporters clai m they 
are misguided. The inquiry was 
set up by the Prime Minister, the 
procedures- notably the lack of 
legal representation for wit- 
nesses and no cross-eaamination 
of one witness by another -were 

only established after consul- 
tation between the inquiry and 
Downing Street 

Sir Richard’s allies also claim 
that at no stage during the 
public sessions did anyone, 
apart from Lord Howe, really 
question its methods. 

"The judge said, “This is what 
I propose’ and gave the Gov- 
ernment the opportunity to 
comment,** an inquiry insider 
said yesterday. “The Govern- 
ment had the opportunity to 
make representations." He 
pointed out that early in the in- 
quiry, one of the witnesses, 
Paul Henderson, bad asked for 
and received, the right to cross- 
examine in public witnesses 
who made allegations about 
him. That right was extended to 
all witnesses. In the end, 
though, nobody took it up. 
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pecking orders: Corky the macaw climbing a perch to check out Pet City’s merchandise Photograph: John Lawwice 
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Population of UK: 


58,000,000 
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Number of TESSAs in UK: 


5,000,000 


Number of women called Tessa in UK: 


25,032 






Number of Tessas with TESSAs: 


Number of Tessas sick of jokes about TESSAs: 
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VARIABLE (GROSS P.A.) 
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6 . 60 % 

FIXED (GROSS P.A.) 

6 . 75 % 
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Other banks and building societies may give their TESSA2 savings 


products all sores of outlandish names. We have only two. Fixed Race and 


/%% In tune with people 


Variable Race. Both have competitive rates, long-term growth prospects and a 


1% maturity bonus for existing Nationwide customers reinvesting in TESSA-2. 


So we didn't think that fancy names would be required. We call a TESSA 


TESSA. And we call a good deal a good deal. Pop into any Nationwide 


400 417 (quoting ref. TS261 for more derails. 


Nationwide. 


THE BUILDING SOCIETY. 


branch, or phone 


Find on rhe Inrrmcr ac hrrfv// www.narionwidf.co.uk 


fl, TESSA' "F '-■« * TfcSSA. TESSA, « ~bic» » ruk, *pt«*** -».«* mw 5*1*0 « „umd Lmn, *e mxwnum TF.V.A, ,1. S lrftn „ t i Wn u ,.r», nj, 

JSSl c*l * ' 1 ,m r^ “ TEWA “ “ Bmi * J ^° nJr 7 L ° n? “ a ‘“^ UKj BX-nfA- Dwa fed mr TESSA, run- U ..IfeJ - Jilfem « t . m ,k , Wu » tin a d« fiJkl - i J^iU remain .hT™* U 

W*"* - ' "«*« * P “ dJ ' n f CojW * m “ ^ ' rf T™ « I'K/Nambcr u( Vnm TuTsAvN.^bc « ,nj«. l.u, ^ 



fer-- 





face US dogfight 


NIGEL COPE 


Britain’s pet shops were faring 
a big dogfight yesterday when 
it emerged that one of the 
largest operators of out-of- 
town pet stores in the United 
States is considering opening 
shops here. 

Top executives from Fets- 
Mart, which has 260 branches 
in America, are due to fly into 
London from Phoenix, Ari- 
zona, to brief City bankers on 
their plans. PetsMart is keen to 
expand into Europe, with 
Britain and France seen as 
the most likely targets, though 
it is unlikely that any stores will 
open before next year. 

If the company does enter the 
UK market, the for is sure to fly 
in what is already a competitive 
sector. The company styles it- 
self as a “category killer” - a 
kind of pets’ version of Toys ‘R’ 
Us -catering for animals’ food, 
toys and other gifts. 

They offer veterinary ser- 
vices, grooming parlours, dog- 
wash facilities and obedience 
classes as well as tanks of 
colourful fish and shelves frill of 
books and videos. 

An attack on the UK would 
bring PetsMart face to face 
with two British companies 
which have been opening ware- 
house-style pet stores for the 
past few years. Pet City has 35 
stores and is opening a further 


20 this year. Pets at Home has 
16, mostly in the North-east aad 
Yorkshire, and hopes to have 3(1 
to 40 stores within two years. 

Neither company seems wot- . 
tied by the prospect of a US 
invasion. Giles Clarke, the', 
founder of Pet City, said: “I 
don’t think it will affect us. It is 
a big market and American re- 
tailers don't always find it easy 


to transplant ... Don’t forget - 
we are here. They don't have 


The US market for reptiles, for 
example, is 13 times that in the 
UK. Here, R?ts at Home sticks 
to standard favourites such as 
rabbits and budgies. Pel Gty is 
more adventurous, with taran- 
tulas and chipmunks, Though its 
best seller is stiU the humble 
hamster. The hot accessory .of 
the moment is the Hamster 
Moon Glow Ball, an exercise 
wheel that comes in two sizes 
and glows in the dark. Even the 
Americans don’t sell those. . . 


Buy The Independent 
tomorrow and get 
the Independent on 
Sunday CA 

OUp 


for only 


Free Ski Pass 


with <^ladon une 5 starting in the 
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Plus 

Ski holidays 
to be won 


invasion * 


we are here. They don't have 
anything yet” Pets At Home 
founder Anthony Preston said: 
“They may provokeinterest m 
the concept and expand the 
market for everybody.” 

The UK is an attractive ... 
prospect for the Americans as 
we spend around £2.5bnopour . . 
pets every year. Much of thatiS 
on pet food but the so-caffedac- 
cessory market of pets’ presents, - 
designer clothing and training 
aids, is growing. .. . 

But the two markets differ. 
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Forecourt price war. Store chains set to iose millions and more rural stations may close in fierce competition at the pumps 

Profits evaporate as petrol 
battle hits supermarkets 



'f Con sumer boon; Esso’s decision to reduce the price of petrol at its garages has forced supermarkets to follow suit Photograph: John Lawrence 


NIGEL COPE 

The petrol price war sparked by 
Esso two weeks ago is already 
having a damaging impact on 
the supermarket groups which 
between them account for 22 
per cent of the UK market. 

The first evidence of the 
pain emerged yesterday when a 
leading City broking house said 
profits at Sainsbuiy, Tesco, 
Asda and Argyll, owner of the 
Safeway chain, would be lower 
than expected. Lower petrol 
sales were cited as a major rea- 
son for the downgrading. 

According to NatWest Secu- 
rities. the price war will cost 
Tesco £12ra in profits next year 
and Sainsbuiy, Asda and Safe- 
way together around £20m. 

Mike Dennis, an analyst at 
the broker, said: “It is a very 
volatile market. Things could 
get very interesting if someone 
decides to cut another penny 
per litre off their prices." 

He warned that if the latest 


round of price cuts continued, 
smaller, independent stations, 
particularly those in rural areas*, 
would be forced out of business. 
Up to 2,000 of the UK’s petrol 
stations are expected to disap- 
pear this year anyway. It is pos- 
sible that a further 2,000-3.000 


A litre of Unleaded 


Shell, Glasgow' 49.9 

Sainsbury's, 

Sunderland 50.9 
Esso, Kensington 52.9 
Tesco, Brent Cross 52.9 
Bf? Ciapham 53.9 
Asda, Watford ‘ 53.9 


will disappear as the larger 
companies Qex their muscles. 

Sainsbuiy and Tesco declined 
to say what their next move 
might be yesterday and also re- 
fused to say how the price war 
had affected their own sales. 

Esso started (he battle last 
month when i( launched its 
“Pricewatch" campaign. This 


pledged to match ihe lowest 
prices within a three-mile radius. 
The rival Shell and BP groups 
followed and prices have fallen 
to as low as 4V.9p per litre. The 
most severe price cuts have 
been in the North-east and 
Scotland. In other areas prices 

are as high us 5h.dp per litre. 

Paul Sykes, president of the 
Independent Petrol Retailers 
Association, which represents 
5.IH.MJ smaller petrol stations, 
said: “If prices continue like this 
45 per cent of the industry will 
go out of business within 18 
months." 

The largest superstore 
groups make a signifieani 
amount of their profits from 
selling petrol. Tesco makes 
about £7l)m a year while Asda 
rakes in £30m.’ 

Sainsbuiy. Tesco and the oth- 
er chains have boosted their 
shares of the market by selling 
petrol at significantly lower 
prices than major oil companies 
such as Shell, Esso and BP. 


NHS ‘fails 
to tackle’ 
crippling 
disease 


uz HUNT 

Health Editor 

More than half of all health 
commissions in the UK are ig- 
noring government advice on 
osteoporosis, a crippling bone 
disease which blights the lives 
of hundreds of thousands of 
middle-aged and elderly people, 
it was claimed yesterday. 

The first nation-wide survey 
of the availability of screening, 
treatment, and prevention 
J strategies for osteoporosis has 
revealed widespread failure to 
tackle the problem, despite its 
high profile on the national 
health agenda. 

A total of 13 per cent of com- 
missions admitted they were 
doing nothing at all to manage 
osteoporosis, while a further 
42 per cent provided a mini- 
mum service only for their pop- 
ulations. 

Only 12 per cent of health 
commissions are meeting De- 
partment of Health targets of at 
least 600 bone scans for the dis- 
ease each year. However, al- 
though 55 per cent said they had 
access to a bone scanner, less 
than half of these were funding 
.scans. - 

The National Osteoporosis 
Society, which conducted the 
[ survey, in which 80 per cent of 
health commissions - formerly 
health authorities - took part, 

‘ said that a year after the Gov- 
ernment's Advisory Committee 
on Osteoporosis issued a blue- 
print for the management of the 
; disease in the NHS, 62 per cent 
of commissions did not have an 
overall strategy for tackling it. 
'..Fifty-seven per cent bad no in- 
. vestment plans for establishing 
even basic clinical services in 
their area. 

The society said that a basic 
service could be set up for just 
If £50.000, less than the cost of 
’ treatment for two weeks' worth 
of hip fracture cases in any 
health district in the country. 
-The annual cost to the NHS 
of treating osteoporosis and its 
. effects is estimated at £750tn at 
: least 


Osteoporosis is the loss of 
bone mass and deterioration of 
bone tissue usually associated 
with the menopause. It results 
in frequent fractures, crum- 
bling vertebrae and loss of 
height, as well as constant pain. 

One in three women suffer 
from the disease, and it is re- 
sponsible for a third of or- 
thopaedic bed occupancy in 
NHS hospitals. More women 
die from osteoporosis and its 
complications than from cancer 
of the ovaries, uterus and cervix 
combined - around 40 a day. 
But men are also affected, with 
an estimated one in 12 middle- 
aged men suffering the effects 
from osteoporosis. 

There is no cure, but pre- 
ventive treatment, early diag- 
nosis, and treatment with drugs 
and hormone replacement ther- 
apy can alleviate its worst 
effects. 

Linda Edwards, director of 
the NOS. who launched the sur- 
vey, said: “Health commissions 
have had a year to implement 
the recommendations of the 
Advisory Group on Osteo- 
porosis Report, yet many have 
chosen to ignore that 
advice. 

u It is a scandal that lack of ac- 
tion is condemning thousands 
of men and women to a life de- 
stroyed by fractures, pain, and 
deformity. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of people could avoid the 
disease altogether if they re- 
ceived better advice on pre- 
vention and earlier treatment." 

John Studd. NOS chairman 
and consultant gynaecologist 
at the Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital, London, said: “We 
now know how to diagnose and 
treat osteoporosis effectively 
and how to identify men and 
women who are at high risk of 
developing this disease. 

“"However, unless health 
commissions provide clinicians 
with appropriate local guide- 
lines to improve treatment and 
prevention and unless they pro- 
vide the funding support and 
facilities they need, all this 
knowledge is going to waste." 


DAILY POEM 


-j-irom A Part of Speech 

(fiy Joseph Brodsky 

that I ant losing my grip: / am just tired of summer 
v reach for a shirt in the drawer and the day is Hasted, 
only winter were here for snow to smother^ 
l these streets, these humans; but first, the Hasted , 

I would sleep in my clothes or just pluck a borrowed 
ofc. while what’s left of the year's slack rhythm, 
i a dog abandoning its blind owner, 
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nouin s sauva is sweeter than Persian pie, 
h your brain is wrung tight as the ham of a ram 
ops from your pale-blue eye. 

■odsky, who died last weekend aged 55, spent most 
since he was exiled from Russia in 197- in Amen- 
rticularlv in the late Seventies and Eighties he was 
iri tain, restless and bounding with pent-up energj- 
Speech was published by OUP in I9S0 (the above 
nffie last section of the title-poera) and amt^ 
wans in English and translations of his own ass 
l Despite criticism levelled at these 

SiBrodskv s humanitarian concerns shrae through. 
£sexvatida that Brodsky was a “traditionaJist i 
a reflections up on the human condition, death, mid 
ng tf. essence remained true throughout hiscre- 



Today John Gummer opens a factory in Derbyshire making these 
chiller cabinets for off-licences and pubs. 

At first glance, its hardly headline news. 

Nor, you might think, is it the stuff of environmentalist legend. 

Yet the story behind the new Elstar factory, and more importantly 
the fridges it will make, is one of the most remarkable examples of 
Greenpeace in action. 

Its a story that many would not perhaps associate with us. But it’s as 
dramatic in its results and as extraordinary in its ambition as anyrhing we 
have ever done. 

Elstar is the first greenfreeze factory in Britain, and the first 
greenfreeze factory in the world making fridges for commercial use. 

Only a few years ago both industry and government would have 
vehemently refuted the viability of such a factory. 

Together with the vast majority’ of technologists, they maintained 
chat refrigeration would remain dependent on ozone destroying chemicals 
(HCFCs) and global warming gases (HFCs). 

It’s only because, against all odds, we forced the world to adopt a 

safer solution that we 




Some more dramatic 


direct action from Greenpeace. 


now have greenfreeze 
fridges at all. 

In fact, a little 
knowm alternative using 
hydrocarbons had been 
available since the 
1930s. and was perfected 

in the early 90s by two scientists working in Dortmund, Germany. 

Vested interests rubbished this option, authorities neglected it and 
governments chose to ignore it. 

At Greenpeace we took on this industrial stranglehold and foughc 
one of the hardest, longest campaigns we have waged in recent years. 

We attacked the entrenched attitudes of governments, technologists 
and manufacturers - demanding that they recognise greenfreeze as a safe, 
efficient and effective alternative. 

In 1992 the world’s very first greenfreeze fridge w'as finally made, 
but only because we commissioned it ourselves from an ailing east German 
factory. 

In the process, we proved that greenfreeze not only worked, but 
was commercially valid. 

Orders from consumers as keen as us for change began to flood in. 

Eventually industry began to see that this alternative was not just 
our choice, but that of all sensible, concerned people. Gradually we forced 
cracks in the arguments of the powerful chemical lobby, and even 
governments were made to realise that greenfreeze was a viable solution 
that would not pollute the atmosphere like HCFCs and HFCs. 

Today, thanks to these efforts, virtually the entire German domestic 
fridge market uses greenfreeze technology. 

Thanks to companies like Calor Gas, Britain is now the world leader 
in greenfreeze. And the technology is rapidly spreading around the world, 
reaching even China - potentially the world’s largest refrigeration market. 

For these reasons, we are especially pleased to celebrate this week’s 
opening. Indeed, it may be just the occasion on which to raid the chiller 
cabinet. 

If you would like to know more about how Greenpeace is 
challenging industry to deliver solutions, not compromises, call Freephone 
0800 374 428 for an information pack. 


Greenpeace 

Canonbury Villas, London N1 2PN. 
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Divisions over nuclear laboratory remain as 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 


The marathon inquiry into 
plans to build a rock laborato- 
ry beneath west Cumbria, in the 
hope of proving the site safe for 
a nuclear waste dump, ended 
yesterday with the battle lines 
little changed. 

UK Nirex, the state-owned 
nuclear waste company, main- 
t ains it is dme to “go under- 
ground" while Friends of the 
Earth claim another S to 10 
years of surface investigation 


needs to be carried out before 
such a scheme is undertaken. 

Observers at the 66-day 
inquiry in Cleator Moor civic 
hall have been impressed by the 
weight of scientific evidence 
produced on behalf of FoE 
and Greenpeace on the geo- 
logical uncertainties of the site, 
but they remain unsure bow that 
will affect the outcome. 

The inquiry was ordered af- 
ter Cumbria County Council 
turned down Nirex’s plan to sink 
a £195 m laboratory near the vil- 


lage of Gosfortb on the western 
edge of the Lake District 
National Park. Some £400 m 
has already been spent on pre- 
liminary work. 

Nirex believes the site holds 
"good promise" for a reposito- 
ry - costing a further £12bn - 
for the radioactive waste pro- 
duced at British Nuclear Fuels* 
Sellafield reprocessing plant, 
just two miles away. 

In the most optimistic sce- 
nario, from Nirex' s point of 
view, the earliest date a repos- 


itory could be in operation is 
2012. But each year of delay 
costs the company £33m in 
Interest charges. 

Nirex concedes there are ge- 
ologically safer sites in Britain 
but emphatically rejects objec- 
tors’ claims that after spending 
some £600m on the Sell afield 
site it would be locked in to 
building the dump there. _ 

“We would walk away if the 
underground research showed 
the site would not be suitable." 
Michael Fblger, Nirex’s chief ex- 


ecutive, insisted, adding that the 
industry regulator bad already 
made dear the amoun t of mon- 
ey spent could not justify a poor 
safety case. 

Much of the argument has 
centred on ate selection. Lionel 
Read QC, summing up for 
Nirex yesterday, repeated the 
company’s contention that the 
existence of other potential 
rites was not material to the in- 
quiry, but none the less went to 
great lengths to defend the se- 
lection process. 


There are believed to be less 
geologically complex sites in 
East Anglia but the choice of 
anywhere outride west Orrabna 

would mean transporting the ra- 
dioactive waste. 

“The transport advantage is 
a real safety advantage, occur- 
ring here and now," Mr Folger 
told the Independent. "A dif- 
ferent site would mean a bigger 
transport risk over the next 30 
years in order to save a minis- 
cule extra risk in thousands of 
years’ time." 


Nirex spent almost £l0ro 
putting its case, fielding a team 
of lawyers and 18 of the total 73 
witnesses. The next biggest cost 

- £500,000 - fell on the county 
council, which, had to foot the 

bffl for the inquiry as well as pre- 
senting its own case. 

FoE, with seven scientific ex- 
perts, spent £100,000, while the 
host for local objectort was 
mainly in time. Dick Wright, of 
Gosforth Action Group, reck- 


k3h for almost a month m £q_ 

tal - but onfy cost 'p&oto^ 


Inqiiny inspector Chri&hfc. 

Donald is esptttedtosubmit his 

report to the SeaetaiyctStote 
for the Environment, . John 
Gurnnser," around the entf of 
October,foUowedl^a minis- 
terial dec&onin spiring 1997 - 
. Whatever Mi'Mdlmfe. 
recommendation, Mr Gtrnnn^-- 
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oos that preparing their rase 
took him away from bis potters 
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Solicitors plan 


to spend £5m on 







brighter image 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Correspondent 


The Law Society's president 
Martin Mears is hopuig to im- 
prove the image of solicitors 
with a £5m a year television ad- 
vertising campaign. 

If the spending is authorised, 
the profession will be asked to 
fund the commercials with a 
levy, of at least £100 a year from 
every partner in a solicitors' 
firm. The plan is for what is 
known as a "generic" cam- 
paign, which does not promote 
particular services such as wills 
or divorce, but which portrays 
solicitors as friendly, accessible 
and trustworthy. 

When he was elected fast year 
in the first contested vote for 
president for 40 year, Mr Meais 


promised to raise the public's 
low esteem for his members. He 


low esteem for his members. He 
won on a tide of discontent with 
the Law Society establishment, 
particularly among high street 
solicitors who have seen their in- 
comes fall through the reces- 
sion, competition and a slump 
in house sales and widespread 


cut-price conveyancing. 

Mr Meais insisted on election 
that solicitors would be more 
popular if they were better un- 
derstood, and blamed the Law 
Society for failing to promote a 
positive image better. When he 
took office last summer he set 


up a working party to find ways 
to improve toings- 

Mr Mears chairs that work- 
ing party, and is anxious to press 
ahead with an advertising cam- 
paign, although others in the 
Law Society have reservations 
about Lhe cost. He recently 
met executives from the Riley 
Advertising agency in Glasgow, 
which ran a similar series of 
generic adverts from 1990 on- 
wards. 

They devised jokey television 
commercials encompassing a se- 
ries of situations in which a 
solicitor might be needed, such 
as a burglar about to be arrest- 
ed, and a slogan u It’s never too 
soon to call a solicitor". At the 
start of the current soccer sea- 
son a newspaper campaign put 
the slogan next to a picture of 
Eric Cantona just before he 
kicked a Crystal Palace fan. 

The advertisements cost a 
similar amount per head to the 
planned campaign in England 
and Wales, and according to 
market research left the public 
seeing solicitors as much more 
approachable. 

But the campaign was not 
universal iy popular with solic- 
itors, particularly large firms 
with solely commercial clients, 
who could not see the benefit 
for them, and others who 
thought the seriousness of the 
profession was demeaned. 


Accountants had similar reser- 
vations with a recent campaign 




slogan posing the risqu£ ques- 
tion; “Wouldn't you sleep eas- 


tion: "Wouldn't you sleep eas- 
ier with an accountant?" 

Tony Girling, a member of 
the president's working party 
and chairman of the Law Soci- 
ety’s public relations advisory 
board, said he was keen on an 
advertising campaign, but it 
needed the support of a ma- 
jority of the profession. 

It needed to run for at least 
three years to be worthwhile. "If 
you stopped h after a year, that 
would be £5m wasted," be said. 
In England and Whies, 40 per 
cent of solicitors work for large 
firms, with 11 or more partners, 
and they had to be persuaded to 
contribute to the levy. The last 
survey of the profession in 1991 
showed an even split for and 
against a generic campaign. 

Mr Girling said the majority 
of the working party thought 
there should be widespread 
research among solicitors before 
going ahead with any form of 
campaign. Many favoured the 
advertisement of particular 
services, or posters rather than 

television. 

The last big television ad- 
vertising campaign in England 
blamed a series of disasters on 
bad legal advice from “What- 
ssname". It won awards, but the 
profession hated the image. 
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Homebase shower offers. 
They make the others want 
to throw in the towel. 


Pentagon 

Shower 

Enclosure 

Cold finish 

1850mm 

height 

£3*9-00 

£120 00 


Pentagon 

Shower 

Tray 

White finish 

900mm 

£134-00 

Save 
£45 00 


Victoriana 
Glass Bath 
Screen 
Chrome finish 
£439-00 
Save 

£3000 



Monday -Thursday 8am -8pm - Friday 8am -9pm? • Saturday 8am -8 pm t - Sunday 10am -4pmu 
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The average person doesn't need a ear with twin 
airbags and power steering. 


The average person doesn't need a car with a high 
level brake light and a coded key pad immobiliser. 


The average person doesn’t need a car with electric 
front windows and three rear three-point safety belts 


The average person doesn't need a car with a 
driver's door mirror with built in blind spot eliminator. 


The average person doesn't need a car with a six 
speaker remote control stereo radio cassette. 


The average person doesn't need a car with a 
tearing column with height and reach adjustment 


The average person has 2.4 children. 


THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS AN AVERAGE PERSON. 


406 

PEUGEOT 



THE DRIVE OF YOUR LIFE 


THE NEW PEUGEOT 406 FROM £12,595: FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION PACK CALL 0345 000 406, 




tt:;- . 


1£ L PRICE EXCLUDES ON THE ROAD 


COSTS OF £585 FOR DELIVERY. NUMBER PLATES AND 12 MONTHS ROAD FUND LICENCE- MODEL SHOWN 406 2.0 EXECUTIVE WITH OPTIONAL METALLIC PAINT AT EXTRA COST. 
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Apple Conputer, Inc 


Dear Apple Customers: 

Apple began with the simple idea: That the power of computing should be available and accessible to everyone. With 
that idea, we helped launch the personal computer. And as we begin our 20th year, this idea of individual empowerment 
continues to be the driving force behind Apple Computer. 

i 

As many of the 22 million users of Macintosh® systems know, the press has been reporting that these are challenging 
times for Apple. We would, therefore, like to communicate directly with you and to reassure you that the top priority of 
Apple’s Board and management team is to take action to prepare Apple for its next chapter of growth and profitability. 

o 

The major restructuring we are currently implementing is focused on how best to. allocate our resources to ensure 
that we continue to meet our customers’ needs with solutions they require at price points they can afford. Moreover, the 
actions we are taking to put our fiscal house in order will also have vast implications on how we do business. 

We’ve taken measures to build on our market leadership in the home, education and key commercial segments. 
And we are committed to building and preserving our most valued assets: the Apple® brand, customer loyalty and Apple 
employees. We are also moving forward aggressively with new technologies and products that will play to Apple’s strengths 
in multimedia and the Internet. And with the strong support of our third-party developers, we now have over 1,400 
Macintosh native PowerPC™ applications, including over 800 that are “Mac™- first” or “Mac-only.” 

Looking forward, Apple is positioning itself to take advantage of information industry trends with the delivery of 

Si 

Copland, the code name of our next-generation operating system, and products based on the PowerPC microprocessor, 
the Newton® platform and Pippin™ technology - the television-based, aflbrdable multimedia platform and Internet browser. 

Apple’s continued growth depends on constant and direct communication with you.. So, I encourage you to watch 
spaces like this for important messages from Apple about our vision and future strategies. 

Rest assured: Apple’s mission remains as vibrant today as it was in 1976. It is one that cannot be realized in a year, a 
decade or even a lifetime. I believe it is one of the most enduring missions of any business in the world. 

Sincerely, 



Michael Spindler 
President and CEO 

On behalf of Apple employees worldwide 


e-mail address: AppleForever@apple.com 
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Public safety: Judge refuses to 
send schizophrenic to Broadmoor 


* 


killer ‘too 


for hospital 


LOUISE JURY 

A paranoid schizophrenic who 
killed two people in a six-day 
reign of terror after he was 
released from hospital by mis- 
take was jailed yesterday. The 
judge said that the alternative 
- a secure hospital - would not 
guarantee public safety. 

Following recent controver- 
-,?jsy over mentally ill patients 
who have killed while in the 
community. Judge Peter Beau- 
mont rejected psychiatrists' 
pleas that Wayne Hutchinson. 
21, should undergo supervised 
treatment at Broadmoor se- 
cure hospital in Berkshire. 

Instead, he insisted that the 
double killer must go to prison 
to ensure “absolutely water- 
tight protection" for the public. 

Hutchinson was cleared of 
murder but convicted earlier 
this month of two counts of 
manslaughter on the grounds of 
diminished responsibility. He 
was also found guilty of wound- 
ing three people with intent and 
attempted murder in what the 
judge called a “crescendo of vi- 
olence'* in Brixton, south Lon- 
don, 13 months ago. He 
believed he was a tiger - “the 
number one in the jungle". 

Judge Beaumont said he 
posed a “grave danger”. If he 
was sent to a mental hospital, 
he might be released within a 
very short time if his condition 
improved. But under a jafl sen- 
tence, he could still receive 
treatment for his schizophrenia 
as the Home Secretary had the 
power to transfer him to hos- 
pital. The judge told Hutchin- 
son, a smaD-Lime drug-dealer: 
“For six days after Christmas 



Wayne Hutchinson: Danger 
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1994, you brought terror to 
parts of Brixton." 

At the earlier hearing. Dr 
Robin Lawrence, a consultant 
psychiatrist at the South West- 
ern Hospital in Brixton. told 
how Hutchinson was allowed to 
leave the hospital by “mistake" 
in November 1994." 

He had been previously treat- 
ed after hearing voices but 
failed to return from home 
leave. When he was brought 
back by police, he was in such 
a psychotic state that doctors 
begged them not to undo the 
handcuffs until the medication 
had lime to work. 

However, a locum doctor al- 
lowed him to leave the next day, 
and he had disappeared by the 
time the hospital realised the er- 
ror. an Old Bailey court was 
told. His rampage of “mindless 
and horrifying violence" began 
on Boxing Day, when be tried 
to kill an old school friend by 
shooting through his bedroom 
window. The friend was not 
there. 

Then he shot dead Anthony 
Kelman. 30, a doorman, outside 
a Brixton nightclub, and slashed 
a 17-year-old boy with a knife. 
On New Year' s Eve, he stabbed 
three people in separate inci- 
dents ending with the death of 
Margaret Hatton, 41. in a late- 
night shop. Hutchinson was ar- 
rested hours later. 

Psychiatrists who argued be 
should be sent to Broadmoor 
said they feared prison warders 
might not recognise symptoms 
of his illness. But Judge Beau- 
mont said prison offered better 
protection to the public. 

After yesterday’s sentenc- 
ing, families of the victims de- 
manded to know how the 
doctor's blunder let Hutchinson 
out. Mrs Hatton's daughter. 
Louise, said: “We* want an- 
swers. It’s an absolute disgrace 
he was free, somebody has got 
to pay." 

Mr Kelman 's sister, Pat, said: 
“Someone has got to take re- 
sponsibility.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
Lambeth, Southwark and 
Lewisham Health Commission, 
the purchasing body for die 
South Western Hospital which 
has promised an independent 
investigation, said they were 
finalisin g details of the inquiry 
panel. They hoped to start work 
soon. 


Store wars move 
to exotic fruit 


Tastebuds tickled: A woman tasting a granadilla at fesco’s *111111 extravaganza’ yesterday 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


GLENDA COOPER 

Sun-dried tomatoes are passe. 
Kiwis are too Eighties. The su- 
permarkets’ fight for the na- 
tion’s palate has moved on, 
hoping to tempt us to part with 
our money by offering granadil- 
las. tamanllos and pilahayas. 

Exotic fruit is the latest niche 
market which multiple retailers 
hope to make the success of the 
1990s. Consumption of exotic 
fruit has grown 19 per cenl in 
the last four years, according to 
the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 
Information Bureau. We cur- 
rently eat 100,000 tonnes of it 
(compared with 1.4m tonnes of 
all fresh produce) and spend £74 
per person per year. 

But the most exotic fruits 
have only really reached in 
Britain in the last 18 months. 
Granadilla, also known as the 
Lover's Fruit, is a cousin of the 
passion fruit but with a more in- 
tense taste, although even its 
kindest friend would not deny 
that its insides look like 
frogspawn. 

Iaraarillo is a large sweet 


tomato-like fruit, physallis. a 

sweet gooseberry and pitahayu. 

a crunchy form of a kiwi. Their 
prices vary between 69p and 
£1-79, making them more ex- 
pensive than the kiwi, which re- 
tails at about ISp per fruit. 

Tesco is claiming to be “six 
months ahead" of the other 
stores in exotic fruits and is cur- 
rently cashing in bv launching 
Valentine's Day gifts (including 
“Blind Dates’* - Medjool dales 
with a blindfold on and a lover's 
basket including prickly pears 
and mangoes), claiming such 
fruits have well-known aphro- 
disiac qualities. 

But Sainsbury claims to have 
22 lines of exotic fruit and 
hopes to push ahead by launch- 
ing new varieties including Lhc 
golden pawpaw - a sweeter 
pawpaw from Brazil - and in 
two to three months' Lime a 
"premium mango". 

The fruits are currently 
aimed at the middle and upper 
classes, although the super- 
markets hope that eventually 
the fruits will move down the 
socio-economic scale. 


ONE OF BRITAIN'S NUCLEAR REACTORS 
HAS JUST VANISHED. 










- r * 

4 - 7 -■* 




It used to stand here and now it’s gone. 
For thirty years, the Universities of 
Manchester and Liverpool’s research reactor 
stood on this spot. But not anymore. 

The mind boggjes. Who could walk off 
with 500 tonnes of nuclear reactor? 

Who would have such technology, and 
know-how? There’s only one possible answer. 
Yes, it was us. 

The ‘hof reactor core was cooled and we 
took it apart. The radioactive fuel dements 


were packed in 20 tonne steel flasks and sent 


From the core to the outer studding, the 
reactor was taken to bits and components 
disposed of safely in the appropriate waste 
storage facilities. 

Even the budding has been dismantled 
and the two acre site will soon be available 
for commercial Or industrial development. 

BNFL is currently involved in many 
decommissioning projects around the world. 


involving reactors, fuel production plants, 
reprocessing plants, storage ponds and silos, 
and the recovery of radioactive materials for 
safe storage. 

These facilities - very different from one 
another - all need to be decommissioned 
safely, just as the Universities’ Reactor has 
been. Decommissioning this reactor was 
something some people might think couldn’t 
be done. The people who did h are BNFL. 
To find out more about what we do and 


how we do it, please come and see us at the 
Seilafield Visitors Centre in Cumbria. 

Or if you would like to receive 
further information, please write to 
Corporate Communications, BNFL, Risky 
Warrington, Cheshire WA3 6AS. 


BNFL 

Where science never deeps 
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Home-heating advice scheme ‘flawed’ 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

A Government-backed scheme 
for rating the energy-saving ca- 
pabilities of homes is unreliable 
and can give bad advice, ac- 
cording to this month's issue of 
the Consumer Association mag- 
azine Which? 

The home energy surveys, li- 
censed by the Government, are 
intended to provide the equiv- 
alent of a miles per gallon mea- 
sure for households. A surveyor 
takes measurements and details 
of insulation- construction ma- 


terials and heating systems, and 
then awards a mark out of 100 
to show how efficiently it can be 
heated. The householder is also 
given advice on possible im- 
provements. 

But Which? says “the ratings 
may not always be reliable and 
the quality ofadvice given docs 
not justify the cost of the sur- 
vey". 

The magazine's report is 
published just ahead of the 
Government's Energy Advice 
Week, which starts on Thursday. 
In another energy conserva- 
tion controversy, ministers also 


/ace a sustained parliamentary 
campaign to get VAT on ener- 
gy-saving equipment reduced to 
K per cent - Die same level as 
for gas and electricity. 

Posing as a householder, the 
magazine asked all four com- 
panies licensed by the Depart- 
ment of the Environment to 
perform the energy surveys to 
visit two homes. The costs of 
their surveys ranged between 
£59 and £123. 

it also arranged for a “bench- 
mark’' survey to be carried out 
by the Government's Buildings 
Research Establishment 


(BRE), which played the lead- 
ing role in developing the com- 
puter models on which the 
ratings are based. 

Two of these companies, Na- 
tional Energy Services Ltd and 
MVM Starpoint Ltd, produced 
figures which were at least 5 per- 
centage points different from 
the BRE rating. 

Which? also says the survey- 
ors failed to emphasise low-cost 
or free energy-saving methods 
and suggested some costly in- 
vestments which would take 
many years to recoup in fuel sav- 
ings. “The companies need to 


make the advice much more rel- 
evant to the individual house- 
holders' needs, particularly 
when they arc paying consid- 
erable sums for such informa- 
tion.” the magazine concludes. 

Only a tiny proportion of UK 
homes have been surveyed be- 
cause the scheme is costly and 
has been little publicised. The 
Government set it up because 
it believed it could play a use- 
ful role in helping horaeowne re 
cut fuel bills, thereby curbing the 
acid rain and global warming 
pollution which flow from home 
heating and lighting. 


Andrew Warren, director of 
the Association for the Con- 
servation of Energy, says Lhe 
Government should legislate 
to make an energy rating part 
of eveiy household survey 
which takes place when a home 
is sold. 

That way, the cost would be 
sharply reduced. A 'surveyor 
would be visiting the building in 
any case and could take the nec- 
essary measurements and de- 
tails at the same time. U 
requires some training and a 
laptop computer with the right 
software to turn this informa- 


tion into an energy rating 

Mr Whrren said that if far 
more surveys were done the 
overall accuracy and qualify of 
advice should improve. 

Next month sees the Second 
Reading of the Labour MP 
Alan Simpson’s private mem- 
ber's Bill to cut VAT on insu- 
lation and other energy-saving 
products from 15 to 8 per cent, 
putting them on a level playing 
field with fuel. 

More than half of all MPs. in- 
cluding many Conservatives, 
have signed an early day motion 
backing the cuL 


Day of revelation approaches in hunt for ‘Bible John’ 


Sixties killer: 

Body of man 
believed to be 
triple murderer 
is exhumed 
for DNA tests 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

At dawn the jack hammer be- 
gan to smash the frozen earth. 
As the mist cleared, the pneu- 
matic thumping, followed by the 
dang and clatter of shovels, 
echoed around Stonehouse 
cemetery near Glasgow. A 
quarter of a century after the 
murders of three women on 
Clydeside, police began lo ex- 
hume the remains of the man 
they believe is “Bible John". 

The five-hour operation be- 
gan at first light when the two 
constables who have guarded 
the cemetery since detectives 
announced a breakthrough in 
the 26-year-old murder mystery 
abandoned their makeshift 
camp after enduring a night in 
temperatures as low as minus 
10C. Boiler-suited policemen 
moved in and erected a plain 
white tent around the grave of 
John Irvine Mclnnes. 

As the headstone reveals, 
lhe former furniture salesman 
died in 1980 - slashing his 
wrists shortly before his 42nd 
birthday. Hcis buried in a fam- 
ily plot along with his father 
Robert, who died in 1954 aged 
60, and his mother Elizabeth 
who died in 1987, aged 91. 
Carved on the bottom of the 
gravestone are lhe words “till 
He come". 

He did arrive yesterday. Not 
God, but Detective Chief 
Inspector James McEwan of 
Strathclyde Police, who has 
been on the trail of Bible John 
for years. Det Chief Insp 
McEwan believes he is on the 
brink of solving Scotland's most 
infamous murders. He was 
there lo get his man. 

Bible John terrorised Glas- 
gow in the Sixties. The serial 
killer, who liked quoting the 
scriptures, raped and strangled 
three women he picked up in 



Pursued beyond death: Police carrying the remains of John Mclnnes from a cemetery in Lanarkshire and (right) 
a photofit of 'Bible John* and his third victim, Helen Puttock Main photograph: Colin McPherson 
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the popular Barrowland Ball- 
room in the east end of the city. 
First to die was Patricia Dock- 
er, 25, followed by Jemima 
McDonald, 32. Lillie evidence 
has survived in these cases. 

The third killing provided the 
forensic breakthrough which 
led to yesterday’s exhumation - 
(he first in Scottish c rimin al his- 
tory. Helen Puttock, 29, was 
killed in October 1969. At lhe 
lime, police believed she was 
Bible John’s third victim but de- 
spite interviewing 5,000 people 
- including Mclnnes - detec- 
tives failed lo identify the killer. 


Last year, however, modem 
genetic fingerprinting teeh- 
. tuques established a link be- 
tween Puttock and Mclnnes. 
Forensic scientists re-examining 
unsolved murders, performed 
DNA tests on a sample of bod- 
ily fluid found on Pultock’s 
tights. They compared the re- 
sults with similar tests carried 
out on Mclnnes's living rela- 
tives. When they found a near- 
perfect match, police applied for 
a special licence to recover 
Mclnnes and conduct DNA 
tests on his remains. 

The digging began after the 


local procurator fiscal granted 
permission. Police officers first 
found Elizabeth Mclnnes’s 
remains. They were taken lo a 
local undertaker for reburial. 
With the sweat freezing on 
their backs in the sub-zero con- 
ditions, officers then dug out 
John Mclnnes's body. They 
placed the remains in a new cof- 
fin which was taken lo the 
Glasgow police mortuary in a 
hearse. 

Over the next three weeks 
forensic pathologists from 
Edinburgh and Glasgow uni- 
versities will examine Mclnnes's 


hair, skin and bones. DNA pro- 
files can be recovered from 
remains up to 40,000 years old 
and police are confident the sci- 
entists will find enough evidence 
to confirm the link between 
Mclnnes and Puttock. That 
would enable Det Chief Insp 
McEwan lo submit a report to 
the Scottish prosecution service 
naming Mclnnes as the most 
notorious killer in Scottish crim- 
inal history. Twenty-six years 
after he stalked the Barrowland, 
the man dubbed the “Dance 
Hall Don Juan" mity be un- 
masked 








One in 
three 
workers 
‘suffers 
age bias’ 


JOJO MOVES 

More than a third of worfcas say 
they have been discriminated 
against because of their 
while half believe that discrim- 
ination is a common feature of 
their workplace, according toa 
report published today. 

A survey by Lhe recruitment 
organisation Austin Knight of 
967 employees showed that 36 
per cent felt that their age had 
worked against them. Toe fig- 
ure rose for those over the age 
of 40, with 39 per cent feeling 
that their age had been a hand- 
icap to their careers. 

This was the finding of a for- 
mer construction executive, Pe- 
ter Cook, who thought that 
experience mattered more than u 
age, until at 62 he tried to get W 
a new job. “1 must have senr off 
200 applications over .18 
months.” be said "Everyone 
fold me J was extremely quali- 
fied but that my age was a prob- 
lem. The agencies told me that 
their clients had all stipulated 
an upper age limit." 

Toni Townsend divisional di- 
rector of Austin Knight, said: 
“There is no legislation against 
age discrimination and I think 
people felt it was really hurting 
their working lives. We were 
fairfy surprised at the extent of 
the problem.” 

According to the report - 
Equality at Work - sex was the 
second most common area of 
discrimination, with 37 percent 
of women and 19 per cent of 
men believing their sex had 
counted against them. 

More than a quarter of all 
women felt they had suffered in 
the workplace because of their 
family responsibilities, com- 
pared with 18 per cent of die 
population as a whole. 

Among all those questioned, 

17 per cent felt they had suf- 
fered racial discrimination, but 
for ethnic minority groups this 
rose to 65 per cent Likewise, 58 
per cent of those registered dis- 
abled felt they had been dis- 
criminated against because of 
their disability. * 

Many of those surveyed felt r . 
that their employers, despite 
using Equal Opportunities 
statements on their job adver- 
tisements, were not actually 
committed to equal opportuni- 
ties in practice. 

Yet 78 per cent still believed 
that Equal Opportunities state- 
ments were an important part 
of a job advertisement 

Mr Cook eventually got a job 
as a DIY adviser at B&Q, 
which operates a policy of pos- 
itive discrimination when it 
comes to employing older work- 
ers. “It’s heartening to find 
that some people still value 
age and experience. There must 
be At B&Q they appreciate you, 
as do the customers, even the 
young ones,” Mr Cook said. 




with iMINDEPENBENT 
Own one of the first Boxsters in the country 


Rules: 




T he Porsche Boxster or Project 986 has been perhaps the most eagerly awaited new car 
of recent years. Not yet in full production and not due for launch until September, we 
have managed to secure one of the very first Boxsters direct from Germany. 

A genuine two seater sports car, the Baxter's retro body styling and fine detail combine 
for a visually stunning car. Add to this the legendary Porsche engineering and it is little 
wonder that this is one of the most talked about cars of the year. 

• The Porsche Boxster will be powered by a new six cylinder, two and a half litre' 24 
valve engine developing 210 bbp, driven through a new six speed gearbox. 

This engine is a major departure from Porsche’s traditional air cooled power 
units. 

The Boxster combines stunning looks with stunning 
performance, capable of 140 mph and 0-60 in around .. —■ " r 

six seconds. But this is no hairy beast; _ 

it’s a driver’s car. The mid-engined * ' ~ -f 

configuration and double-wishbone 
suspension alt round ensures a 
smooth ride. 


nnr 1 \ DEPEI^ DEIST 


The production Boxster may differ slightly from the prototype shown here but it is sure to 
be a real head-turner. 

To enter oar prize draw you must collect five differently numbered tokens from the 

eight we will printing in The Independent and the 
Independent on Sunday. Today we arc print- 
ing Tbkcn Six. Token Seven will be pub- 
lished tomorrow along with the entry 
form, which must be completed and 
sent with your tokens. 


PORSCHE 


TOKEN SIX 



3_ To enter our Porsche Boxster prize draw yoti need Jo' . 
collect five differently numbered tokens. from the. eight we ’J.'- 
will be printing, .(one of which was a starter tofen.whteh > ; 
canbe used as any number). .' ; • ' 

2. The dosing date for entries is 23 ftbruary 1396 ; "£erid -*-f 
to: The inddpendem/FOrsche Boxster Prize Draw. PO.Bot ^ / 
250. lAfefwyn Garden City, HertftxdshaeAL7 ITU along with 

a completed entry form which will be printed on Saturday- • 
3 February. 

3. For previously published tokens or an entry 'faiVrife&nd c » 
a SAE to: The Independent/Poreche Boxster, Toteh Request : . 
or Entry Form. PO Box 83, Welwyn Garden City, Heri- - -:- 
fordshne AL7 ITT. Only 2 tokens are available per applk . 
cation. If you require both tokens and a form, please send .. 
separata SAE’s. Requests must be received by first post-'. ... 
12 February 1996. 

4. Employees and agents of Newspaper Publishing Pfc ori , . 
those of any other national newspaper company or any~ 
firm connected with the promotion are not efigfbte- to taka 
part, nather are their relatives nor rrembera ol thalrtem- -. 
ii'es or households. Entrants must be a&d 18 or owe 
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7. The promoter reserves the right tfi their. ... 
absolute discretion to disqualify any entry or 
competitor, nominee, ortoadd toyOfJWSMB. 
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8. No correspondence wffl be entered «**• 
Proof of postage wilt not be acespped as 
proof of receipt. The promoter wfl dot . 
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Blair’s attack 


blunted by 


ex-policy chief 


JOHN RENTDUL 

Political Correspondent 


Tbny Blair, the Labour leader, 

bunched a fierce counter-attack 
against Conservative charges of 
hypocrisy yesterday, as the par- 
ty’s former polity director issued 
a caU for Labour to be more 
open about the need for more 
public borrowing. 

Speaking to a meeting of 
party members for the first 
time since the row over Harri- 
et Hannan's decision to send 
her son to a selective school. Mr 
Blair took on the Tory taunt that 
Labour “says one thing and 
does another”. 

Referring to the Tory record 
on tax, crime, the health service 
and home ownership, he said: 
“They say one thing before an 
election - and they do another 
afterwards.” 

But his attack was blunted by 
a prediction from Roland 
Wales, who resigned as Labour 
director of policy just before 
Christmas, that, “sooner rather 
than later”, a Labour govern- 
ment would have to “explain its 
case for higher borrowing". 

Mr Wales’s article in today's 
New Statesman was given added 
prominence when it was rub- 
bished by a Labour spokesman. 


. had no input whatsoever 
into policy-making and, even if 
he wanted them to be. his views 
were not taken seriously,” the 
spokesman said. 

Mr Wales, a former high- 
flying Bank of England official, 
hired by the former Labour 
leader, the late John Smith, 
writes: “Voters want more and 
better jobs, belter schools and 
belter health and housing. 
Awaiting the fruits of growth is 
unlikely to be enough; a Labour 
chancellor will have to find the 
funds to start making good tbc 
chronic public sector-invest- 
ment gap, while calming the 
fears of the markets.” 

Mr Wales told the Indepen- 
dent yesterday: “People should 
be aware of the size of the task 
in order to massage down ex- 
pectations.'' 

Denying that his article was 
disloyal, he said: “It was de- 
signed to say that we have the 
potential to move towards a 
more sensible approach to pub- 
lic borrowing, but haven't yet 
devised proper controls." He 
advocates excluding public cor- 
porations - such as the Post Of- 
fice and railways - from 
public-sector borrowing. 

Mr Whies did not give rea- 
sons for leaving his job, 


al- 


though Labour policy is in- 
creasingly determined in Mr 

Blair's office, under his head of 
policy, David Miliband. Mr 
Wales was replaced last month, 
after a fierce struggle between 
the Labour leader and his 
deputy John Prescott, by 
Matthew Taylor, Mr Blair's 
favoured candidate. 

Mr Blair, meanwhile, speak- 
ing in Brentford, west London, 
warned the Tories against fight- 
ing a dirty campaign. "Do the 
Tories really want to be judged 
on which party has the biggest 
liars or the biggest hypocrites? 
They would be wise not to. 

“They made their promises. 
They broke them. And behind 
eveiy one broken promise lie 
thousands, millions of wrecked 
lives. The people who dreamt 
of owning their own home, 
then watched as it was repos- 
sessed. The people who felt safe 
in their job. then helpless as it 
was taken away from them.” 

He portrayed a “nightmare” 
scenario of a fifth Ibiy term: 
"Will you be paying to see a doc- 
tor? Will your child be taught 
in a class of 100? WD1 you ail be 
trapped in negative equity? 
Will you all need private secu- 
rity for your street, your home, 
your office?” 


Minister defuses care 
funding ‘time-bomb’ 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 


The UK does not appear to face 
an impending crisis over the cost 
of long-term care, John Bovris, 
the junior health minister, told 
MPsyesterday. 

“There is no great time- 
bomb about to explode," he told 
the Commons health commit- 
tee, which is investigating the is- 
sue. The increased costs from 
an ageing population looked to 
be “manageable for most indi- 
viduals and for the taxpayer”. 

With only about one in sev- 
en of the elderly expected to 
need long-term care, “so long 
as we sensibly plan ahead, it is 
a manageable scenario", he 
told MPs. 

Mr Bowis's assessment - in 
contrast to some predictions 
about the likely escalating cost 
- came as his department gave 
the committee a memorandum 
on projections of cost These 
ignore contributions made by 
carers and from those who 


already pay for their long-term 
care themselves, but examine 
NHS, social services and com- 
munity health service spending. 

The memorandum stresses 
that there are “wide differ- 
ences of view" which could see 
the the cost of long-term care 
more than double or fall by a 
half as a proportion of nation- 
al income. 

But, it says, “on most rea- 
sonable assumptions” the pro- 
portion of GDP taken by 
long-term care in 2030 - when 
the number of elderly is due to 
peak - is likely to be only a lit- 
tle larger than the present 23 
per cent. In addition, the extra 
costs to be absorbed “imply fu- 
ture rates of increase which are 
lower than those accommodat- 
ed in the last 15 years". 

The assessment assumes the 
economy grows at its historic 
rate; thaL the next generation of 
elderly will be no more depen- 
dent than the present one; that 
the real cost of services will rise 
by 1 per cent a yean that there 


will be a similar rise, as the 
country gets wealthier, in those 
who can pay all their own long- 
term care costs; and that there 
will be 10 per cent fewer carers 
looking after relatives and 
friends as the population ages. 

With a consultation paper 
due on how to fund long-term 
care in future. Mr Bowis dis- 
missed the Idea of allowing in- 
dividuals to keep the average 
value of a home - about £60,000 
-when undergoing means-test- 
ed care, saying that would in- 
volve a “substantial cost” of 
£50 0m a year. 

He alio appeared to rule 
out a new pay-as-you-go na- 
tional insurance, or creating 
new compulsory funded insur- 
ance schemes. Such ideas would 
be "confiscatory", he said. 

Minister will, however, out- 
line schemes where if individ- 
uals cover themselves for a 
fixed amount of care, they will 
be allowed to keep a similar sum 
if they then need to fall back on 
means-tested care. 
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Sitting pretty: Harriet Harman, the shadow health secretary, poses for the press before paying a visit to the paediatric intensive care unit at 
St Mary's hospital, Paddington, London yesterday Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Major looks 
safe from 
challenge 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 


John Major’s position as Con- 
servative Parly leader will not 
come under further threat this 
side of a general election, an in- 
fluential committee of Tory 
MPs decided last night. 

Sir Marcus Fox. chairman of 
the 1922 Committee of back- 
benchers and a staunch John 
Major loyalist, said the com- 
mittee had agreed the present 
rules, “as they affect a possible 
challenge to the leader of the 
party are suspended until after 
the next general election”. 

Sir Marcus confirmed that a 
review of the rules was taking 
place. 

The move removes the threat 
of another bruising leadership 
battle for the Prime Minister be- 
fore his target date of a 1977 
election after beating off the 
challenge from Euro-sceptic 
John Redwood last July. 

While ail members of the IS- 
strong, predominantly right- 
wing 1922 executive were 
prepared to put the rules on 
hold, there were signs some 
might have been bounced in to 
it There was said to have been 
no advance circulation of the 
motion, nor was there a vote. 

Last night’s decision signals 
the end of months of damaging 
speculation in the run-up to the 
aut umn. There remains a the- 
oretical possibility some senior 
MPs will call for Mr Major's 
head after the widely exported 
disastrous results in the May 
local elections. But that would 


MPs push for tougher CSA 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 


The Child Support Agency 
should shift its priorities and use 
tougher enforcement measures 
to tackle the “huge armies” of 
absent fathers who are “cock- 
ing a snook” at the taxpayer by 
refusing to co-operate, MPs 
said yesterday. 

New powers - which minis- 
ters are considering - are also 
needed to deal with self-em- 
ployed fathers who are using ac- 
countants to hide their 'real 
worth, the Commons Social 
Security Committee said. 

After a “dire” start in its first 
18 months, the agency's oper- 


ations are now improving, even 
limeulties and 


though “major du 
failings still exist”. 

But the Government’s targets 
for the agency have encouraged 
it to concentrate on the “soft 


target” of absent fathers on ben- 
efit who are most easily traced 
and dealt with. They account for 
about 45 per cemof the full as- 
sessments the agency is making. 

“Success in transferring small 
sums [typically £2.35 a “week] 
from a claimant on benefit to- 
wards the cost of another 
claimant's benefit is small beer,” 
the committee said. 

“What is required is a with- 
drawal of the amnesty the Gov- 
ernment has given to huge 
armies of absent fathers who are 
refusing to fill in Lhe mainte- 
nance 'inquiry form and to 
mothers who are refusing to fill 
in the maintenance application 
form.” Some of the latter were 
“colluding with a previous part- 
ner, or a current partner, in 
refusing to push a claim”. 

In the wake of the agency’s 
near collapse in its early days. 


about 350,000 cases were put 
on hold. 

Labour MP Frank Field, 
chairman of the committee, 
said the amnesty “worries us 
very much”, along with the 
extent of fraud and the failure 
to deliver more money to lone 
parents with children. 

The committee added that 
the self-employed are using ac- 
countants to reduce their tax lia- 


bility to the point where they 
“artificially reduce or even ex- 


tinguish” their child support La- 
bility. The CSA should work 
more closely with the Inland 
Revenue and be given new 
powers - backed by criminal 
sanctions - to require produc- 
tion of all documents. 

In the longer run. Mr Field 
argued, the CSA probably 
needed to be transferred from 
Department of Social Security. 


whose traditional role is paving 
out money, to the Inland Rev- 
enue whose expertise is in col- 
lecting it. The rising backlog of 
unpaid maintenance is now 
heading towards the £lbn mark. 

The report's call for tougher 
enforcement was welcomed by 
the National Council for One 
Parent Families, who saw it as 
“a welcome new turn” in recog- 
nising that the cash actually de- 
livered to lone parents and 
their children was the true test 
of the agency's success. 

The Liberal Democrats cal- 
led for the agency to be scrap- 


ped and replaced by family 
it the committee said 


courts, but 
there was growing acceptance 
that the CSA would be “a per- 
manent feature of British life”. 
■ Second Report , Social Security 
Committee, Session 1995/96, 
HMSO £15.90 


require Mr Major to step aside 
voluntarily, which few believe be 


would be prepared to do. 

A number of Tory MPs, in- 
cluding Douglas Hurd, the for- 
mer foreign secretary, believe 
there should be no challenge to 
a sitting Prime Minister during 
the course of a parliament. 


Next week s 
business 


MONDAY- Commons: Questions to Na- 
tional Heritage ministers and Lord 
Chancellor's Department; Debate on lhe 
policing of London: Backbench debate 
on the Sheffield supertram. Lords: Crim- 
isaJ Procedure and Investigations BilL Re- 
port; Agricultural Holdings l Fees l 
Regulations. 

TUESDAY - Commons: Defence ques- 
tions: Prime Minister's Questions; De- 
bate on future of GP Fundholders: 
Collective Redund an cies and Transfer of 
Undertakings (Protection of Employ- 
ment) (Amendment) Regulations: Back- 
bench debate on proposed closure of 
Frances Withers Home, Sutton CoMftekt 
kmfe. p wrentrawt ing Bill Pnrnmin eg: Dc- 
baic on farms health and safety. 
WEDNESDAY- Commons (9-30am) Se- 
lect committee reports mu Horticui- 
tuit, Employment creation in Northern 
Ireland; Backbench debates oc One day 
sates. Government's relations, with Bur- 
ma, State of blindings, in education sec- 
tor. (230pm) Foreign Officequesticms; 
Opposition debates on rail privatisation. 
“Renewed threat of Post Office privati- 
sation". Backbench debate oo sanctions 
against Libya and Iraq. Lords: Debates 
on employment in financial services in- 
dustries and overseas aid; Community 
Representation BQL Second Reading, 
THURSDAY - CoawnoBK Treasury ques- 
tions: Prime Minister’s Questions: De- 
bate on Welsh revenue support gram 
reports. Audit (Miscellaneous Provi- 
sions') Bill, remaining stages; Backbench 
debate on Edgwart Genera! hospital. 
Lords Broadcasting BID, Committee; 
Deregulation (Fair Trading Act) 
(Amendment) (Merger Reference Time 
Limits) Order, Deregulation (Restrictive 
Trade Practices Act) (Amendment) 
(Time Limits) Order, Deregulation (Re- 
strictive Hade Practices Act) (Amend- 
metn) ("VtoiatiBi of Exempt Agreements I 
Order. 

FRIDAY- Commons: Backbench legis- 
lation: Employment (Upper Age limits 
in Advertisements) Bin, Second Reading 
WDdlife Bill, Second Reading: Backbench 
debate on Shooters Hill fire station. 
Lords: Not sitting 
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smell 


DAVID USBORNE 

Derry, New Hampshire 


New Hampshire’s Republican 
Euy soli has : 


primary still has almost three 
weeks to go, but everyone 
knows that for Bob Dole, whose 
race it is to lose, this campaign 
visit is critical. The reek of an 
impending political kill is in the 
air, and the front-runner has 
come to smother it, if he pos- 
sibly can. 

The source of Mr Dole’s 
problems is the suddeD ascent 
through the Republican field of 
Steve Forbes, a multi-million- 
aire publisher who until re- 
cently seemed only a maverick 
player, posing no genuine 
threat. 

But yesterday the second 
New Hampshire poll in a week 
put Mr Forbes substantially 
ahead of the Senator from 
Kansas. The poll, conducted for 
the Boston Globe and WBZ-TY 
stowed the challenger would re- 
ceive 31 per cent of the vote if 
the primary were held today, to 
22 per cent for the Senate ma- 
jority leader. Other polls have 
placed Mr Forbes a threatening 
second. 

A loss to Mr Forbes either 
here on 20 February, or eight 
days earlier in the Iowa cau- 
cuses, may cripple Mr Dole’s 
candidacy. Until recently he 
seemed certain to garner the 
most delegates in the primary 
process, ensuring his nomina- 
tion as the Republican candi- 
date to challenge BOI Clinton 
for the presidency in November. 

With defeat in New Hamp- 
shire now a distinct possibility, 
the mam American political 
commentators have gathered to 
scru tinis e Mr Dole and divine 
the extent of his crisis. 

What they found was that his 
demeanour had changed: this is 
a candidate trying very hard in- 
deed. The recent carping about 
the “liberal’’ media is gone. 


The choreography of Mr 
Dole’s passage on Wednesday 
through the populous south-east 
comer of the state was almost 
perfect. Unusually, his chief 
speech-writer was in tow to 
craft every syllable. 

There was no repeat of last 
weekend’s disaster here, when 
television cameras caught his 
aides hurriedly removing chairs 
from a rally, after only a smat- 
tering of supporters had showed 
up. 

. The only real glitch was the 
visit to a small brewery in Der- 
ry whose best-selling brand is 





Log about it publicly. However, 
his advisers apparently have 
concluded that he must talk 
about it, and at length. 

He told of the emotions and 
the tears of his fellow veterans 
and of visiting Italy, where he 
was wounded. *And I started to 
think that maybe there was 
one more mission, one more 
shot for my generation, one 
more opportunity to provide 
leadership to America, whose 
problems seem to get deeper 
and deeper every year,” he 
said. 

This, he told us, was the mo- 
ment that he decided to try 
a gain for the presidency, even 
though he failed once before, in 
1988, when he was beaten in this 
primary by George Bush. 


It could' be, though, that the 
voters of the New Hai 


Old Man Ale. Sensing im- 
pending disaster if the media 
were to make an association be- 
tween the ale and Mr Dole’s 
advancing years, his campaign 
staff cancelled the event at the 
last moment, only to be forced 
to reinstate it as quickly, when 
the Republican Governor of the 
te, Stev 


Steve Merrill, made a 


replaced by a controlled display 
of serenity. 
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state, 
protest 

On cue, as the owner of the 
breweiy ushers him to the huge 
sLeel vat in which the “Old 
Man" is being fermented, Mr 
Dole delivers the line necessary 
to end the fuss. “Have you 
tasted the beer?" a reporter 
shouts. “Yes," the candidate 
replies. “It is young and fresh". 

Earlier, Mr Dole visited Gor- 
don's Top of the Tree bakery in 
neighbouring Londonderry, an 
appearance whose imagery was 

much less risky. 

The sole product at Gor- 
don’s is apple pie, the very, 
symbol of American homeliness 
and goodness. Standing before 
the bakery’s ovens, Mr Gordon 
at his side, Mr Dole delivered 
a version of his stump speech 
not previously heard. All ref- 
erence to Mr Forbes and his 
other five main rivals in the race 
was gone. Instead, he set his 
sights on Mr Clinton, as if the 
nomination was already his. 
“The President talks right, but 
governs left," asserted Mr Dole. 

At the heart of the speech was 
a reminiscence about his par- 
ticipation in the D-Day 50th an- 
niversary celebrations in 
Europe last year. 

Mr Dole was severely in- 
jured in the last days of the 
Second World War - his left 
hand is still maimed - and he 
is famously uncomfortable lalk- 


iampshire 

are no more ready to put their 
fai th in Mr Dole now than they 
were eight years ago. 

Emerging from Thompson’s 
Market, a rural grocery store in 
Hudson, a picturesque village 
close to the Massachussetts 
border, Mark Murray, manag- 
er of a chemical company, con- 
fesses to being depressed about 
all the Republican candidates, 
including Mr Dole. “I just can’t 
be impressed by him. 1 sort of 
think you can’t teach an old dog 
new tricks," he said. 

More telling is the reaction 
of guests at a chamber of com- 
merce dinn er later in the 
ev ening in Nashua. Mr Dole re- 
hearses his speech once more, 
to a middle-of-the-road Re- 
publican audience that ought to 
be his for the taking. But even 
here it is bard to find anyone not' 
afflicted with doubt 

Christopher Conway, whose 
wife had earlier introduced the 
Senator to the meeting, whis- 
pers that he may vote for Mr 
Forbes. “I am just not convinced 
that Mr Dole is the right man 
for the job. But Fm tempted by 
Mr Forbes. Of all the campaign 
literature that arrives in the 
mail, there is only one kind I like 
to read, and it is from Forbes”. 

Likewise Linda TomaseDi, a 
Nashua lawyer. “1 think that Mr 
Dole has had his chance al- 
ready," die says. “He wasn’t 
elected before because there is 
something missing.” 

She is about to carry on, 
when she abruptly bites her lip 
and flushes. Mr Dole is work- 
ing the crowd and suddenly here 
he is, right before us. Quick as 
lightning , Ms Tomaselli smiles 
enthusiastically and she extends 
her hand. 

News analysis, page 17 
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Facing a crisis: Bob Dole. Failure in New Hampshire may destroy his hopes of nomination Photo graph:Peter Blakeley 


of Nato forces in Bosnia yes. 
today promised swift retatiation 
against stuping in Sarajevo. Af- 
ter two Nato I-For vehicles 
came under fire in the Serb-hekI 
suburb of Hidza on Wednesday 
nigh t, bringing to six the num- 
ber of sniping incidents there ' 
since Sunday, CJS. Admiral 
Leighton Smith said : “We've . 
got some jerk up there pulling 
a trigger and he’s got a night 
scope. That makes it tough. J3ot ! 

bey, if we do see him he had bet- 
ter be fast and be clad in but 
let-proof stuff. Because we wfli 
attack without warning.” Raoer 


Greek shame 

Athens — Greece’s Socialist, 
government and the new so- 
cialist Prime Minister, Costas 
Simitis, were castigated by all 
sides for crying “Never!”, and 
then backing down in a row with 
neighbouring Turkey this week 
over the disputed eastern 
Aegean islet of Imia, known as 
Karaak to the Turks. “I am over- 
come by the sense of shame that 
every Greek feels," said the for- 
mer conservative defence min- 
ister, Yahnis Muvitstatis. Rezuer 


Body search 

Vienna — Experts looking for 

the origins of skeletons found 
in Upper Austria earlier this 
week said the dead in the mass 
grave certainly were not Holo- 
caust victims. Earlier reports 
had suggested that the remains 
found on the building site of a 
hydro-electric project at 
Lambach, 140 miles west of Vi- 
enna, were Hungarian 
Jews. . AP 


Need for Nato 

Washington — President 
Jacques Chirac began the first 
state visit by a French leader to 
Washington for 12 years yes- 
terday. He told a joint meeting 
of Congress that the operation 


enforce peace in Bosna showed 
“the need for the [Nato] Al- 
liance to adapt itself to' a- uni- 
verse that is no longer that in 
which it was bom.” Reuter 


‘No' to Nobel • 

Peking — The pro-democracy 
dissident Wei Jingsheng, nom- 
inated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize by 81 members of the US 
Congress on Wednesday, .is a 
convicted n ominal not qualified 
for such an honour, China’s 
Foreign Ministry said Mr Wei 
was sentenced to 14‘years in 
prison in December for con- 
spiring to subvert the 
government Reuter 
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INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON HOLIDAYS AND FLIGHTS 


. 'r~ C.:| tf Cc ; : : r~ I 
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WITH ^INDEPENDENT 


T ake off with The Indepen- 
dent’s Fly Now Pay Later 
offer and you could be tak- 
ing a safari in Kenya, diving 
off the Great Barrier Reef in 
Australia or skiing in the 
Swiss Alps. 

We’ve teamed up with Co- 
op Travelcare, one of the top 
travel agency chains in trie UK, 
so that readers of The Inde- 
pendent can get up to 
£2,500 interest Free Credit 
on holidays and flights booked 
tftrortgh bur special service. So 
now you can take off when 
you feel the inclination - with- 
out paying everything 14 ) front 
For example, on a holiday 
costing £2,500, at a typical 
APR of 14.9% you would save 
£328. 

■ With over 300 holiday 
brochures and 49 airlines to 
choose from, there are holi- 
days to suit everyone. Trav- 
el can be taken anytime 
between 1 February-31 De- 
cember 1996. 



How to Qualify for the 
Easy Payment Plan 

Each day in The Independent 
and the Independent on Sun- 
day, until Saturday 3rd Feb- 
ruary, we will print a different 
numbered token. In order to 
qualify for the Fly Now Pay 


Later Easy Payment Plan, you 
need to collect eight differ- 
ently numbered tokens and 
keep them safe until you are 
ready to make your booking. 
Today we are printing Token 
12. Our final token will ap- 
pear in tomorrow's paper 
along with details on how you 
can book your holiday with the 
Easy Payment Plan. 


If you would like details of 
the Easy Payment Plan am- 
ply call The Independent/ Fly 
Now Ray Later helpline on the 
number: 


0161 827 1044 


forms ato co nd it io n s are as 
previously published. 





Fly Now Pay Never! 


£25^000 of flights 


to be won 


"TlDday you could win a sev- 
I en day holiday for two to 
Tunisia including flirts and ac- 
commodation. Tunisia’s warm 
winter climate offers the per- 
fect break where you can re- 
lax totally on it's soft, sandy 
beaches, it also offers a fas- 
cinating history and culture, 


take a trip to the Matmata 
Cave Houses or try your hand 
at a spot of bargaining in the 
souks. 

To enter our competition all 
you need to do is answer the 
following question and calf the 
Fly Now Pay Never competi- 
tion line on 0891 181 985. 


Question: 

What is Tunisia’s 
currency? 


Calls cost 39p per minute 
cheap rate, 49p per minute at 
all other times. Lines dose at 
midnight tonight Postal entry 


can be made by sending your 
answer; name, address and tele- 
phone number to: The fnde- 
pendentiFly Now Ray Never Day 
12, PO Box 7298, London E14 
9EG by no later than 5 Febru- 
ary 1996. Tire winner wffl be 
picked at random after entry 

ckses, from aD correct entrants. 
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Kohl’s tax 
cut ‘trick’ 
unites 
opposition 


IMRE KARACS 

Bonn 

The German government's pro- 
gramme to kick-start the econ- 
omy met unexpectedly fierce 
resistance yesterday as opposi- 
tion parties united in an effort 
to scupper planned tax cuts. 

A heated debate in parlia- 
ment's lower house marked the 
end of Helmut Kohl's brief at- 
tempt to forge a consensus in 
the face of soaring unemploy- 
ment, and put the government 
on a collision course with op- 
position parties and the Id 
regional Lander. 

Though Helmut Kohl's coali- 
tion of Christian Democrats 
and Free Democrats carried the 
day in the Bundestag, the mea- 
sures are heading for a rough 
ride in the upper house, con- 
trolled by the Soda) Democrats. 

The proposed 2 per cent cut 
in the “solidarity surcharge" — 
a levy on income tax destined 
for the bottomless pit that is 


J Net transfer ot public funds 
trom West to East Germany 




Ul::32V-aa 


eastern Germany - is at 
the heart of the controversy. 

Earlier this week the gov- 
ernment announced that it 
wanted to save DM4bn 
(£1.79bn) for the taxpayer, and 
replace DM3bn of that from re- 
gional coffers. 

The regions, already resent- 
ful at having to send large sums 
to the east, are threatening to 
rebel. Gerhard Schroder, the 
Prime Minister of Lower Sax- 
ony and deputy leader of the So- 
cial Democrats, is rallying his 
counterparts from all the Lan- 
der to a meeting to co-ordinate 
resistance to Bonn. 

The government's critics ar- 
gue that the tax cut makes no 
economic sense. In the words of 
Joschka Fischer, the Greens’ 
leader, the reduction is an 
“enormous trick”, designed as 
an “electoral gift" for the en- 
feebled Free Democrats who 
furnish Mr Kohl with bis slim 
parliamentary majority. 

Threatened with extinction in 
three regional elections next 
month, the Free Democrats 
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Backroom fixer given 
task of reforming Italy 


, r. 


have run a vigorous campaign 
against the unpopular “soli- 
darity surcharge", eventually 
forcing Mr Kohl into a corner 
■ over the issue. 

The circumstances in which 
the decision was made explod- 
ed the consensus Mr Kohl has 
been trying to build in recent 
weeks. The unions, which only 
a week ago struck a jobs pact 
with the employers and the 
government, arc now accusing 
the Chancellor of fraud. And 
the Social Democrats, who to- 
gether with the unions meekly 
accepted the need for pruning 
back the welfare slate, are on 
the warpath. 

There was no longer any sign 
of bipartisan harmony yesterday 
as Oskar Lafonlaine, the leader 
of the SPD. laid into Mr Kohl’s 
record, lambasting him for “los- 
ing 5 million jobs" during his 1 3- 
year reign. 

The ill-feeling whipped up by 
what is seen as a transparent 
vote-buying exercise has now- 
placed the entire economic 
programme in peril. 

The government's package of 
measures, pledging to halve 
unemployment by the year 
2000, may come unstuck in the 
upper chamber, the BundesraL 
which consists of representatives 
from the regional governments. 
As the SPD controls a majori- 
ty of Lander, it also bolds sway 
in the Bundesrat. 

The government is also fault- 
ed for not coming dean on the 
figures. The Free Democrats 
and Mr Kohl's Christian De- 
mocrats still do not agree how 
much of the shortfall will be met 
by the regions, and whether the 
Lender will have to increase val- 
ue-added tax to make up the 
deficit 

Most importantly, nobody 
knows whether eastern Ger- 
many will continue to receive 
the subsidies it has been 
promised. The uncertainty 
comes as a bitter blow to the 
devastated eastern economy, 
where growth is slowing and un- 
employment rising again. 

The “solidarity surcharge", or 
“Soli" as it is called in the west, 
covets a large portion of the cost 
of rebuilding the former GDR- 

Much of It goes into bricks 
and mortar, fuelling a con- 
struction boom that is bringing | 
Gaieties Lafayette to the un- ( 
employed proletariat of east 
Berlin and a post-modernist 1 
government district to the 
Tiergarten. 

If some of the money were to 
stop coming, the shiny new de- 
partment stores in the shadow 
of derelict factories might look 
even more ridiculous. 
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Burning ambition: Stefan Sigmond, 29, during his successful record-breaking attempt to 
smoke 800 cigarettes in under six minutes in Bucharest, Romania Photograph: AP 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

Antonio Maccanico. 71. a con- 
stitutional expert with little 
profile at home or abroad, was 
yesterday asked to form a new 
Italian government. The ap- 
pointment came as the parties 
agreed to work towards insti- 
tutional reform rather than 
rush into a general election. 

Mr Maccanico. who has a his- 
tory as a backroom negotiator. 

emerged as a compromise can- 
didate after several other names, 
including his predecessor. Lam- 
ben O Dini, were rejected by die 
two big parliamentary blocs. 

He will conduct negotiations 
to put together a government 
mixing cross-party political ap- 
pointments with technocrats. If 
he succeeds. Italy may have a 
government by mid-February. 

"1 am sure that parliament 
has the moral and intellectual 
energy ... to open a new phase 
of growth, and civic and de- 
mocratic progress in our coun- 
try." Mr Maccanico said, after 
accepting the mandate of prime 



Maccanico: constitutional 
change wi)J be a priority 

minister designate from Presi- 
dent Oscar Luigi Seal faro. 

He outlined four main pri- 
orities: continuing fiscal and 
monetary rectitude to bring the 
lira back into the European ex- 
change rate mechanism: giving 
Italy an “incisive role" in iis cur- 
rent six-month presidency of the 
European Union; clear rules on 
conflicts of interest, particular- 
ly in broadcasting, where the 
former prime minister Silvio 


Berlusconi still wields enor- 
mous influence; reform of the 
constitution to reinforce the 
powers of the executive over 
parliament, increase the role of 
the regions and consider the 
direct election of a presidential 
figure. 

The last point has been the 
focus of the lasl month of cri- 
sis. with the exlreme-righi 
leader, Gianfranco Fini, calling 
for a directly-elected prime 
min isie r. or president, with 

sweeping power*. 

Mr Fini yesterday expressed 
his satisfaction ai Mr Maccani- 
co's appointment. The centre- 
left had more mixed feelings, 
wiih some deputies saying they 
would never co-operate with ihc 
centre-right under Mr Mac- 
canico s leadership. 

Mr Maccanico is likely 10 
keep on some members of Mr 
Dini's team. He himself is un- 
likely 10 make much of a splash. 
A soul hern-bom lawyer, he 
was minister for institutional re- 
form in the late l^SSOs. Under 
his aegis no institutional reforms 
were introduced. 
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The forecast 
looks good 

Presenting the 3rd Barbados k 
INFORMATION SERVICES 
Conference VT 

MBISC f 


26 & 27 

FEBRUARY 1996 

The Sherboume Centre 
Barbados, West Indies 

• Investment Management in Emerging Markets 

• Information Technology Challenges 

• Network Security on the Global Net 

. New Opportunities in Wireless Communications 

For programme and registrant derails 
caH Ken Campbell / Sherrill Burton 

Tel: 0171 580 6077/0171 631 4975 

Fax: 0171 323 6872 =====— ^ 

or write to: — * “ " 

Barbados Investment &' 

Dcvdopmenc Corporariun, 

Barbados High Commission. 

1 Great Ruud! Street. 

Loudon WC1B 3JY 


Maybe you con'i need- new carpets throughout. 
Or a complete change, of curtains. Or the 
instalmenis on the car paying off. Or e 
completely resculptured garden. Or a tnree - 
weeSc dream holiday for two. 

In which Ccse/otrr handsome offer is cieoriy 
r.of for you. 

Forthe loss solvent, though, it works like this: - 

Take out an Alliance & Leicester Cashback 
Mortgage and we’!! give you 2 cheque worth 
'4% cf your nett loan. ' 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


in round figures,' ;t could a mount 'to as much 
as £6.000. 

That's the good news. Now for still better news. 

Our offer applies tp everyone, whether you are 
moving, buying forthe first time, or simply 
waning to switch to A'iiance & Leicester Torn 
your current lender. 

10 :md out more, ycu only hsvc to v>sit veur 
local ora non ot Anisnco & Leicester or celi us 
free on 0300 412 214. 

£6,000 says you wi!L 



HOHTCAGL IS OKkV WKIM 10 (U»TO»I»S 0« laiCTIM IMUnUI "OV.nC Hour THE (WUCI IS M«eu »nm COunSTIOM OF FOUR «OIITC«<li ho MMOGCMENI FEE IS l«WU( IN BESPEC1 OF THE UCUn »0«OAai. BUT >r U 


JUlltHCC t iHCfiiir luiioiH’j socirrr 


YOUR HQMt iS AT »SKTF. YOU BO NOT KEEjPJBP REPAYME»tS OS A MORTGAGE OR OfifER iOAN SECURES OS jIT. 
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Unhappy comparisons : After Gorbachev, the Kremlin is well aware of the awesome power of the min 

Pit strike raises spectre for Yeltsin 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 


It was just about the wont 
birthday present Boris Yeltsin 
could have wished for, and one 
which invited unhappy com- 
parisons with an era when for- 
tune was far kinder to him. As 
the president turned 65, an oc- 
casion which slipped by without 
pomp and circumstance, hun- 
dreds of thousands of Russia’s 
coal miners went on strike. 

No one better knows the 
power of the miners than Mr 
Yeltsin. Mass strikes in the pits 
of western Siberia, the Ukraine 
and elsewhere in 1989 did much 
to accelerate the fell of his ad- 
versary, Mikhail Gorbachev, 
hastening the death throes of 
the Communist Party, the final 
disintegration of the Soviet 
Union and his eventual ascent 
to the Kre mlin 

Yesterday’s strike swept 
through mines from southern 
Russia to the northern Urals 
and Siberia, many of which 
were once hotbeds of - Yeltsin 
support. It was to demand back- 
pay which has been held up for 
months, better living condi- 
tions and greater state support 
for the beleaguered coal in- 
dustry. Rosugol, the state-con- 
trolled coal monopoly, said 
more than 300.000 miners 
walked out from 118 of Russia's 
182 pits, although trade union 
officials put the figure at around 
500,000 . Meanwhile more than 
a mlilion miners downed tools 
in the neighbouring Ukraine for 
the same principal reason; they 



face, but he cannot live on his 
knees and never will,” said one. 
Nor will he have enjoyed the 


Duma (tower house of parlia- 
ment), where the Communists 
hold the most seals, immedi- 
ately passed a vote of solidari- 
ty with the striking miners. 

The strike went ahead despite 

Mr Yeltsin’s efforts to deflect it 
by promising to pay up. On 
Monday, he declared that the 
government had the money, 
blamed poor organisation for 

the delays and threatened to fire 

the regional bureaucrats re- 
sponsible. And yesterday one of 
7* j — - ram said thi 


Wage rage: Miners from eastern Ukraine demanding pack-pay demonstrating outside government offices in Kiev 


Photograph: Reuters 


claim they are owed S370m 
(£247ra) in unpaid wages. 

It is too early to predict the 
impact of the strike, as some 
miners were determined to stay 
out indefinitely while others 


restricted their action to refus- 
ing coal deliveries to consumers 


for only 48 hours. But, even if 
sofwic 


fears of widespread power cuts 
in the freezing midwinter prove 

unfounded, it is yet another 


thorn in the side of Mr Yeltsin, 
drawing unwanted attention to 
the plight of millions whose pay 
has been held up for months, in- 
cluding teachers, civil servants 
and air traffic controllers. 


Just when he is doing his best 
to spruce up his act before 
Junes presidential election, Mr 
Yeltsin will not have warmed to 
the spectacle of a large crowd 
of miners marching through 


the snowy streets of Vorkuta, in 
the far north, waving banners 
demanding the resignation 
of the prime minister, Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. “A miner can 
work cm his knees on the coal- 


bus top akfesagain said the min- 
ers would be paid under a new 
“tough monthly schedule”. 

But the problem appears to 
run deeper than th at . Anatoly 
Yakunin, a Rosugol official, 
blamed the crisis on energy 
plants and factories that owe 
mines more than $400m for de- 
liveries. Whoever is at fault, flaw 
will have taken the bloom on 
the bunches of flowers and 
trinkets that Mr Yeltsin’s aides 
presented him yesterday during 
a birthday that he would prob- 
ably prefer to forget 
■Moscow (AP) — A Chechen 
political activist, Ruslan Soslam- 
bekov, said yesterday that pris- 
oners in a Grozny detention 
camp from which he he has just 
been released are being tor- 
tured. The camps were set up 
in Chechnya after Russian 
troops went in to criish its in- 
dependence drive in December 
1994. 


Sartre’s 



rescued 

by big 
business 



STEPHEN JESSEL 

Paris V ‘ 


A new life 
across the 
Atlantic 


PEOPLE 


TTreed from prison in France. 
.F Jacqi 


Jacques is now a Medecin 
sans frondens. Medecin, the 
-fisted h 


iron-fisled Mayor of Nice for 25 



weeks ago and now lives in a lux- 
ury home near the Atlantic 
coastal resort of Pun La del Este. 

“Now. ail I want is peace - 
and to be loved,” said Medecin, 
67, who was convicted of em- 
bezzling nearly £2m from the 
Nice Opera and accepting 
£520,000 in bribes. “It was re- 
ally tough,” he told Associated 
Press news agency, referring to 



of Uruguay, “where the ; 
are marvellous'' - unlike in 
France, where he says he was 
treated “like a war criminal”. 
The right-wing ex-mayor con- 
tends he was the victim of a 
politicalwitch hunt instigated by 
Francois Mitterrand, “fve said 
goodbye to politics,*' Medecin 
said. “1 don't want anything to 
do with it And Tm not seelang 
revenge.” 


'Thirty -eight Buddhist monks 
-L at the Thariam Mon 


Jacques Medecin: Turned 
his back on France 


his time in prison. “If you’re 
guilty, a two-year sentence is 
nothing, but when you’re inno- 
cent it’s difficult to stand." 

■ He wants to become a citizen 


Monastery 
near Kathmandu have a new 
American “boss”: Sonam 
Wangdu is from Seattle, Wash- 
ington, and is only four years 
old. 

Tibetan Buddhists recognise 
the bey as Deshung Rinpoche 
IV, the reincarnation of a Ti- 
betan high lama who died in 
Seattle in 1987. The youngster 
is now known as Thilku-la. the 
Tibetan term for reincarna- 


tion. His mother, Carolyn 
Lama, is an American Buddhist; 
h is father, a Tibetan, died two 
years ago. 

Irulku-la, who was enthroned 
in Nepal aged two, returned to 
the Himalayas on Sunday with 
his mother -plus a collection of 
action figures and some Disney 
videos- to begin a rigorous ed- 
ucation. 

Ms Lama eventually will go 
back home to Seattle, and the 
monks will be responsible for 
the boy’s care. She says she’ll 
miss him but won't worry: “He 
ordained most of them in his last 
life, and they love him. They've 
been waiting and waiting for 
him to come back," 


R> 


ussia's No 1 hell-raiser, 
l V ladimir Zhirinovsky, is 
targeting his country’s youth in 
his presidential campaign. His 
misnamed Liberal Democratic 
Party is sponsoring a 120-con- 


cert tour by the hard-rock band 
Hell Raiser. “I like youths 
jumping on the stage in their 
torn jeans, taking off their jack- 
ets and embracing each other,” 
,tbe flamboyant nationalist re- 
vealed as the leather-clad band 
members looked on quietly. 

Mr Zhirinovsky's main rivals 
for the Russian headbanger 
vote, the Communists, have 
denounced rock music as a 
Western plot to corrupt young 
minds. But Mr Zhirinovsky sees 
it differently: “Their songs are 
patriotic," he declared. 

The pro-govenunent Our 
Home Is Russia party seems to 
agree. During the parliamentary 
election campaign last autumn, 
the party brought in Western 
acts - including the rapper MC 
Hammer - in an effort to attract 
young voters. 


Maryann Bird 


Aboriginals track 
Ned Kelly reward 


Brisbane (Reuters) - Descen- 
dants of Aboriginal trackers 
who helped to catch the Aus- 
tralian outlaw Ned Kelly in 
18S0 have gone to court to 
seek payment for his capture. 

Saying their grandfathers 
were left to die in poverty, they 
lodged a writ in Brisbane 
Supreme Court yesterday. 
These trackers, from Fraser Is- 
land [in Queensland], were 
used by the Victorian govern- 
ment to track down Ned Kelly 
in 1880, and were promised £50 
each,” a spokesman for Queen- 
sland’s attorney-general said. 
“But the descendants now claim 
the trackers were never paid, 
and are suing the Victorian 


government for non-payment 
and the Queensland govern- 
ment for not pursuing their 
salaries” 

Descendants of two of the 
trackers want a share of the 
£8,000 reward paid for the cap- 
ture of Kelly - plus 116 years’ 
interest The Eraser Island Abo- 
riginal Land Council Harms this 
could amount to A540m 
(£20m) for each tracker. 

A spokeswoman for Victo- 
ria’s attorney-general said a 
writ seeking damages from the 
Victorian government was first 
lodged in fete 1994. But the gov- 
ernment threw out the claim, 
saying the trackers’ wages had 
been paid. 


Tired Basques take a stand against separatist violence 


ELIZABETH NASH 

San Sebastian 


The two camps faced each other 
in front of San Sebastian cathe- 
dral separated by riot police 
whose identities were concealed 
behind balaclava-like masks. 
Each side, several hundred 
strong, stood silently behind its 
banners: one in support of 
hostages held by the Basque sep- 
aratist group. Eta, the other de- 
manding freedom for 
imprisoned Eta members. 

When the cathedral dock 
struck the quarter hour, the 


hostage supporters burst into 
the counter-demon- 


applause, 
strators into catcalls, whistles 


and insults. The stand-off takes 
place in San Sebastian several 
evenings a week, and reveals 
two things about the battle for 
Basque separatism, which in 27 
years has claimed some 800 
lives, including six in a huge 
bomb attack last December in 
Madrid. 

First, despite the fear that 
grips many Basques, more and 
more of them are joining peace- 
ful demonstrations against Eta 
violence. Last weekend 20,000 
took to the streets in Bilbao; an- 
other 20,000 marched in near- 
by Logrono on Wednesday. 
Secondly, despite calls for 
dialogue across the Basque 
political spectrum. Eta is taking 


an increasingly hard line. 

Among the peace demon- 
strators in the cathedral square 
was Joseba Egiribar, spokesman 
for the region's largest political 
force, the conservative Basque 
Nationalist Movement (PNV). 
“There’s deadlock. People are 
fed up. They want the poutkaans 
to find solutions and we can’t” 
he says. “Neither Eta nor [the 

e ro-Jtta party] Herri Batasuna 
as a Gerry Adams, and we 
can’t invent one.” 

Eta yesterday claimed re- 
sponsibility for kidnapping a 
prison officer. Jose Antonio 
Ortega Lara, who disappeared 
two weeks ago. They still hold 
Jose Maria Aldaya, owner of a 


San Sebastian transport com- 
pany, who was seized eight 
months ago, probably because 
he jibbed at paying protection 
money, or “revolutionary tax”. 

The organisation wanls 
Madrid to bring nearer home 
540 Eta prisoners who are dis- 

§ ersed in jails throughout 
pain, and to declare them po- 
litical prisoners. In the cathedral 
crypt. 15 relatives of Ela pris- 
oners are on hunger strike. 
Among them is Ana Gil 29, 
whose brother has served eight 
years of a 42-year sentence for 
being an Eta member. He is in 
Seville, at the other end of the 
country - or, in Ana’s eyes, in 
another country. 


“I try to visit him every fort- 
night, but it takes time and 
money. The prisoners are iso- 
lated, and the authorities pres- 
surise them to renounce the 
struggle. They have the consti- 
tutional right to be in prison 
near home,” she says. 

Recently a more intransigent 
Eta and Herri Batasuna lead- 
ership has emerged, supple- 
menting bomb attacks and 
kidnapping with street violence. 
As one local commentator puts 
it “In all the splits they have suf- 
fered, the winner is the one that 
puts the pistol on the table.” 

As HB is gradually losing 
votes - it usually wins 15 per cent 
in the region - its radical youth 


wing, Jarrai, has taken to the 
streets, harrying peace protests 
and winning recruits among 
marginalised youngsters, of 
whom half in the Basque coun- 
try are unemployed. 

Joseba Alvarez, the son of an 
Eta founder, is a San Sebastian 
councillor and on the executive 
of HB. “We Basques are denied 
our historic rights to indepen- 
dence. We told Madrid in April 
that if they recognised our right 
to self-determination and our 
territorial integrity. Eta would 
lay down their arms,” he said. 

“The democratic means of 
liberating chit country do not ex- 
ist, so we have no alternative but 
to choose our own path, and 


there will always be a section of 
people who choose the armed 
road.” Even if this is represents 
a minority? “The rights of peo- 
ples aren’t measured in terms 
of minority and majority. We are 
fighting for a free country.” 

While HB is separate from 
Eta, the organisations “share 
the same ideals and strategy”, 
Mr Alvarez says. 

Despite this uncompromising 
stance. Mr Eguibar of the PNV 
speaks for many when he says: 
“We have to talk. That doesn’t 
mean dropping our trousers 
for Eta. Peace is more than a de- 
sire, it’s a necessity, because our 
society is becoming more and 
more divided.” 


The fereat of dosure vdfefe was 
hanging over Ubfartion, one of : 
France’s few national daily 
newspapers, hasbeen Kftedaf- s 
ter the staff agreed to a finas- - 
dal rescue package, bur the deal v. . . - 

has robbed the papefsjour- 
nalists of much of theirprized 
independence. ! . ^ ■ 

Almost .80 per cent of 'the . 
staff voted in favour erf a '70m- 
franc (£9ra) recapitalisation 
plan raising the shine of capt. . 
tal held by the Chargeurs'77 
group, which has extensive iu-. .. - 
terests in film and televison, - 
from 12 per cent to 65 pa cent - ’ 
and reducing the staff shirt 
from 45 per cent to 20 per cent, 

The vote appears to reflect ' : 
a gloomy recognition fbpit the - 
choice fey between atocepting. -7 : 
the plan and seemg.ffie paper 
close. 

In a separate vote,. 65 per - 
cent endorsed an “indepen-, 
dunce pact” which pramiseslbe ~- 
staffa continued blocking mi- '• 
nority cm the paper's board and' 
the right to elect therr ewn 
editor, subject to certain J 
conditions. • ••-“-'.V - ;- . 

In allian ce with '.'another- 




r 


e the right of veto on scant, 
major strategic issues. I , . : . , 

‘There’s relief ratherjtftan : . 
euphoria,” said one senior jour- - 7 
nalist “No one is happy abcsitl 
selling the paper, but it’s'btt- j ' 
ter we do busmess with a cosh- ; ' . 
party that has had a stake m fee 
paper. And at least tire vote was - : ■; 
dear, and not a 51-49 split* \'7". 

The paper, tabloid m form 7 
but senous in approach, and . _ 
usually abbreviated to' 12 V -/ 
was founded in 1973 by tfce late 7 ' 

Jean- Paul Sartre, amongothejs, fe-v - 


pee 
m rli 


W 


to recreate the spirit of the 1968 
street revolt by students and 
workers. 

Liberation ceased public* 1 
tion in early 1981, but reap- 
peared in a less stridently 
left-wing guise some months, 
later, although its critics sqggest 
that some of its staff are spiri- 
tually still living in 1968. .' 

Its circulation reached 
195,000 in 1989, but has been 
falling in recent years. 

Even so, compared with 
some of its competitors, the pa- 
pier has a thoughtful and ques- _ -7 
boning approach and a degree - - • ■ 

of imagination. Its foreign cov- 
erage is good, it reacts well to 
big news stories and its some- 
times eclectic cultnral section ' 
shows verve. 

The death at the end of 1995 
of the lively and cheap, bifih 
Matin was a sign of a wider cri- 
sis facing the national press in 
France, as the result of a floor- 
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ishing network of regtonatp- +., : 7 \ 
Ders. an archaic distribution - .- \ 




- eta .- " 
/ter- 


pen, an archaic distribution . 

system and high cover prices-' 

(usually Fr7, or 90p). - • V f.7-"" 
Liberation had two relaun- 
ches in the past threeyemv& 
eluding an unsuccessful attempt 
at a weekend supplement and 
an over-ambitious expansion to 
80 pages, bw was estimated to .. _ 
be losing £15m a year. Staffte-i ' , cj? v" 
jected an earlier rescue at- -- ... .. 
tempt which would -have ' ~ . 7, ;J : . 

entailed a 25 per cent cat in 77 
jobs, but the rescue deal will stE *. 

entail the loss of 78 jobs at the ; r «. ... - 

paper by the end of November .. \a 
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Terror’ drives 


Monster emerges from the deep 


from Mid-East 


-4. -T» v.j 





BERT FISK 

■ tfut. . • • 

iSiungtoo’s decision on 
- ^dnesday to withdraw its em- 

sy staff from Khartoum — 
ifrora being just a response 
Soother “terrorist" threat — 
presents another fundamen- 
shtinkage of America’s pres- 
je in the Middle East Its 
j parture from Sudan, at a 

■ ie when the world is being 
fed to applaud ^ishington’s 
>orted success in an Arab-Is- 
£ peace, means that not a sin- 
ftAmerican diplomat remains 
nore than half the land mass 
die Middle East 

Fbr the US now has no em- 
ssies in Afghanistan, Iran, 
n, Libya and — in a few days 
./Sudan. Its diplomats live in 
iflfel fortresses in Algiers. 
Srut and Cairo; US citizens 
a still banned from travelling 
Lebanon and are advised to 
ice special security precautions 
: ;Egypt the West Bank. Gaza 
jd, in the last 24 hours, in Sau- 
. Arabia as welL Hie shipLnk- 
pwffl inevitably mean that LTS 
teliigence — never very im- 
jessive in the Middle East — 
ill be even more ineffective. 
The United States aban- 
ined Iran after its diplomats 
ere taken hostage by foUotv- 
,-s of Ayatollah Khomeini in 
J80, and closed its compound 
[Baghdad after Saddam Has- 
an’s invasion of Kuwait 10 
jars later. The departure of 30 
SS diplomats from Khartoum 
b commercial flights over the 
art few days will mark the third 
me Washington has evacuat- 
d the Sudanese capital in a 
tecade. In 1986, 200 American 
jjpkunats and dependants were 


flown out of Khartoum after an 
embassy communications offi- 
cer was shot and seriously 
wounded in the city; in 1993, 
more diplomats' families re- 
ceived State Department orders 
to leave after Washington put 
Sudan on a list of countries that 
■"sponsor terrorism". 

The latest evacuation fol- 
lows the UN Security Council’s 
demand that Sudan hand over 
three men who it claimed were 
responsible for the attempted 
assassination of President Hos- 
ni Mubarak of Egypt in 
Ethiopia last June. The men — 
all believed to be Egyptian — 
tried to kill the leader of Amer- 
ica’s most important Arab ally 
when he arrived in a motorcade 
to attend the Organisation of 
African Unity conference in 
Addis Ababa. 

American diplomats from 
Khartoum will be relocated, 
according to the State Depart- 
ment, in a “neighbouring coun- 
try" — probably Egypt, 
although Nairobi has been used 
as a bolt-hole in the past — to 
“maintain contact" with Su- 
dan. No such evacuation, how- 
ever, can be contemplated from 
Riyadh, where US sources 
claimed on Wednesday that 
they had received “new and dis- 
turbing reports that . . . Amer- 
ican interests will be targeted by 
terrorists". US citizens were 
advised to watch out for letter 
bombs. Five American mih'taiy 
advisers to the Saudi National 
Guard — responsible for Sau- 
di Arabia's war against Islamist 
militants who claim the king- 
dom is corrupt — were killed in 
a car bomb explosion in Riyadh 
last November. 

Washington’s isolation with- 


in the Middle East has been fur- 
ther increased by the renewal of 
the US travel ban on Lebanon, 
imposed after the 1985 hijack 
of a TWA jet to Beirut but al- 
legedly maintained because of 
America’s fear that “terrorists" 
remain in Lebanon. The Stale 
Department — which loyally 
followed Israel's demand for the 
disarming of HGzbotlah guer- 
rillas attacking Israel’s occupa- 
tion army in southern Lebanon 

— says that it wishes the 
Lebanese government to take 
further steps to hunt down the 
men who lolled the US ambas- 
sador to Beirut in 1976, and 241 
US servicemen in 1983. 

Such demands are at odds 
with the scene in the Beirut 
supreme court, in which two 
Palestinians have been on trial 
for the 1976 kidnapping of the 
ambassador, Francis Meloy. 
Although the Lebanese au- 
thorities are asking for the 
death penalty against the men, 
one of whom has admitted dri- 
ving the kidnappers' car. not a 
single US diplomat has turned 
up for the hearings. And since 
US citizens are more at risk in 
Algeria — where dozens of 
foreigners have been murdered 
by Islamists — or in Egypt, 
where an American is among 
those Jailed by Islamist g unm en 

— the travel ban on Lebanon 
looks more than ever political. 

It has already cut the US out 
of the lion's share of post-war 
Lebanese reconstruction being 
gained by France, Britain, Ger- 
many and other European na- 
tions. Middle East Airlines, the 
Lebanese carrier, needs to re- 
new its ageing Boeing 707s, but 
now seems likely to give re- 
placement orders to Airbus. 


{Venice blaze fires tenors 
With the love of applause 


DREW GUMBEL 


frhe smoke has barely cleared 
from the ruins of La Ftenice, the 
Venice opera house which 
purned down this week, and al- 
ready the world’s most famous 
tenors are competing for the 
tight to become the “saviour” 
(those charity efforts will rebuild 
|he theatre in double-quick 

P I6- ■ \ 

Luciano Pavarotti did not 
[waste a moment in putting his 
name forward, announcing to 
pie world’s media while the 
jflames were still raging on 
[Monday night that he would 
istage a concert in St Mark’s 
[basilica — singing alone, as he 
•took great pains to emphasise, 
k His -great rival, Placido 
fbominjp, was not to be out- 
adknie sc easily, however. 

F_ Yesterday he announced 
1- Buenos Aires that he 
. tv. yd take the lead role in a 
production of Verdi’s OteUo , 
whih is parity set in Venice, 
ngjt ontside the basilica in St 
Mrc’s Square. 
loam- he showed no interest 



Domingo: will sing to save 
opera, but not with rivals 


names, “u every artist sings on 
his own, he can raise more 
money that way,” he said. 

Both ’ announcements 
seemed suspiciously hasty, since 
it was clear the two tenors had 
not had the time to consult or 
seek permission for their re- 
spective plans. 

Instead, one detected a dis- 


tinct whiff of the deep rivalry 
that has riven the two men 
since they shot to popular in- 
ternational fame as the voices 
behind the World Cup in Italy 
five-and-a-half years ago. 

Together with Jose Carreras, 
Pavarotti and Domingo made 
up the “Three Tbnors”, whose 
concerts before the 1990 and 
1994 World Cup finals were 
hug; successes and sold millions 
of records. Since then, Pavarot- 
ti in particular has tapped the 
popular market, linking up with 
the likes of U2 and Sting On 
Monday night he was in Turin 
in preparation for a centenary 
performance of Pucc in i’s La 
Bohbne. 

The truth is, though, that 
both Pavarotti and Domingo are 
reaching the end of their oper- 
atic careers. The operatic world 
has a time-honoured tradition 
of cashing in on the commercial 
market before slipping into re- 
tirement. They may indeed be 
genuinely sorry about the de- 
struction of La Fenjce, but it 
also presents them with the 
perfect opportunity for 
publicity. 
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international 

Syria peace 
hope tempts 
Peres to polls 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Editor 

Israelis Prime Minister. Shi- 
mon Peres, yesterday gave a 
clear indication that he may call 
an early general election to 
win a new mandate for his 
Labour government and spur on 
peace talks with Syria. 

Israeli officials close to the 
Prime Minister said they be- 
lieved the balance of probabil- 
ity now favoured an election 
before the scheduled date of 29 
October. There have been 
fierce arguments inside the 
govemmem over the best tac- 
tical timin g for the polls. Labour 
has held a commanding lead 
over the opposition Likud 
party since the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin on 4 November 
last year, but the gap may be 
narrowing. 

Mr Feres, speaking on a vis- 
it to London, said he believed 
there were political and eco- 
nomic factors that pointed to- 
wards Lhe desirability of an 
early election. “I feel we have 
to have a renewed mandate," he 
said. “Usually I would like to see 
the election take place on time, 
but there are some considera- 
tions ... that might make for an 
early election." 

The Israeli leader said he 
would make his calculations 
on the basis of his policies, not 
, his daily performance in the 
opinion” polls. “I think popu- 
larity is like a weather forecast," 
he said. “It’s good for the day 
it happens; but you don’t collect 
weather forecasts to make a 
biography." 

Mr Peres revealed that the 
latest round of talks between 
Israel and Syria in the US had 
“gained a character of total in- 
formality", and included wide- 
ranging discussions on 
economic co-operation, the 


normalisation of relations and 
water issues. 

The Israeli leader's assess- 
ment conflicted with that in yes- 
terday’s edition of the Syrian 
official newspaper,^/ Thawra, 
which accused Israel of making 
“impossible and provocative 
demands regarding the securi- 
ty arrangements*'. The talks 
wound up on Wednesday 3t the 
secluded Wye Plantation, near 
Washington, without anv break- 
through that might help Mr 
Peres with the voters. 

None the less, Mr Peres in- 
sisted yesterday that “it is only 
a matter of time before we have 
peace with Syria" and said he 
expected progress during the 
next visit to the Middle East by 
the US Secretary of State. War- 
ren Christopher. 

The two foes remain divided 
over the extent of an Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied 
Golan Heights and the nature 
of the security regime accom- 
panying a settlement. Syria says 
the military arrangements ought 
to be “balanced and equal", but 
there is disagreement about 

the symmetry of troop deploy- 
ment. Israel is worried about its 
narrow band of territory in 
Galilee, and Syria about the 
short distance between the front 
line and its capital. 

Mr Peres was travelling to the 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, after meet- 
ing John Major, Malcolm 
Rifltind, the Foreign Secretary, 
and senior members of the 
Shadow Cabinet in London. He 
described relations between 
Britain and Israel as “exceed- 
ingly friendly" and said, without 
elaborating, that relations be- 
tween the British and Israeli de- 
fence establishments were 
growing. British sources de- 
scribed the talks as warm and 
co-operative. 


Colombo vows to 
hit back at Tigers 


It Is one of the world's most elusive creatures. Scientists trawling 1,400ft (400m) 
under the ocean have netted this giant squid - 20ft (8m) long and weighing nearly a 
ton. A research ship caught the creature near the Chatham Islands, 600 miles east 
of New Zealand. Steve O'Shea, a marine scientist at New Zealand's National 
Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research, said that the female squid is one of 
only 20 of this size known to have been caught during the past decade. Its 
tentacles stretch 13ft, and its head is nearly 0ft long- Scientists kept it In the 
ship’s cold storage until the vessel returned to Wellington this week. Photograph : AP 


ROHAN GUNASEKERA 

Reuters 

Colombo — Sri Lanka’s Justice 
Minister, G L Ptiris, vowed yes- 
terday to intensify military op- 
erations against Tamil 3iger 
rebels after a suicide bomb in 
the heart of Colombo killed an 
estimated 80 people. 

“This calamity underlines the 
p aram ount need to defeat the 
LTTE [Liberation Tigers of 
Tkmil Eelam]. Military opera- 
tions will be intensified in the 
north and east," Mr Rriris said. 
"The government also believes, 
if its strat egy is to be successful 
and the LITE is to be over- 
come, there must also be a po- 
litical initiative to offer justice 
to all sections of our people," 
he said, referring to a govern- 
ment peace plan. 

Colombo's general hospital, 
crowded with people searching 
for relatives who might be 
among the injured from 
Wednesday's bomb attack, said 
it had 60 bodies in the morgue. 
Police supervising rescue work 
at Lhe central bank and seven 
nearby buildings gutted by the 
blast said eight charred bodies 
were unearthed from the rub- 


ble yesterday morning. They 
said rescue workers expected to 
find at least a dozen more. 

The toll could rise further, 
withal least J00 critically injured 
in hospital. The acting nation- 
al police chief. Mithra Ariyas- 
inghe, said nearly 1300 people 
had been hurt and more than 
900 were still in hospital. The 
4401b (200kg) truck bomb was 
aimed at the central bank in 
what officials said was an attack 
on the Sri Lankan economy. 

Criminal Investigation De- 
partment officials said two men, 
captured along with rifles, 
bomb-making kits and radio 
transmitters, had identified 
themselves only as Ragunathan 
and Kurti. They were said to 
have identified the suicide 
bomber as Raj. Security forces 
were stiD searching for other hit- 
squad members who had ar- 
rived from the north on 8 
January. Mr Ariyasinghe said. 

The government bad been ex- 
pecting an attack in Colombo 
ever since security forces seized 
the Tiger stronghold of Jaffna j 
in December, the biggest set-/ 
back for the rebels in their 13-1 
year war for independence ini 
the north and east. • I 
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As the saying goes, ‘You can't please all of the people, all of the time’. But given / 
that it costs five times as much to gain a new customer as it does to keep an 
existing one, it pays to hang onto them. A Freefone Customer Careline can help. 

It’s an easy way for people to get in touch with you. Whether it's to ask for advice, 
make suggestions on improving your service or even let off steam. A Careline also 
shows you value customer's opinions, that your company is prepared to listen. 1 1 
In feet, a recent survey found that 82% of customers are likely to re-order with yen I 
again if their complaint Is successfully dealt with. For more information on your o«U Jf 
Customer Careline, talk to us on 0800 800 800. m jm' 
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[Work smarter, 

not just harder] 
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obituaries / gazette 


Barbara 

Skelton 


Some women are different 


Skelton seemed to be the same 
with them all. At first sight she 
was kittenish, amusingly trou- 
blesome, irresistibly attractive. 
Only later did It emerge what 
a challenging woman she was: 
selfish, sulky, socially unman- 
ageable, agreeable only when 
she was in the mood - the vic- 
tim of the incurable boredom 
which fostered her promiscuity 
and her notorious rudeness. 
She was perhaps the most cel- 
ebrated femme fatale of that 
generation which took its first 
pleasures between air-raid and 
all-clear, and her early admir- 
ere inducted Peter QuenneU, Fe- 
liks Topolski and Osbert 
Lancaster. 

Indeed, although she cited 
Erich von Stroheim as repre- 
senting her physical ideal, and 
although she extended her af- 
fections to a king and a police- 
man, reflecting the while that 
“sear is a great leveller", Skelton 
was happiest tormenting writ- 
ers and artists. Alan Ross, edi- 
tor of the London Magazine, 
Bob Silvers, founder of the 
New York Review of Books, the 
journalist John Raymond, the 
cinephile John Sutro and the 
painter Michael Wish art, were 
all at one stage ensnared. Ken- 
neth Tynan told her, “Sex 
means smack and beautiful 
means bottom and always will”; 
and there was even a lesbian en- 
counter one bored Paris after- 
noon, but “I just saw her as 
another man with breasts." 

Yet, whatever their tastes 
and accomplishments, these 
suitors had to take her as they 
found her. She declined to 
accommodate and scorned 
well-bred dissimulation; her 
rudeness was a function of her 
honesty and it was this restless 
candour that imparted vitality 
and persuasiveness to her oth- 
er career as a novelist and 
autobiographer. 

Although she numbered 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan 
among her antecedents, her 
immediate family was unliter- 
ary. Her great-aunt Gerda sur- 


vived the wreckage of the 7i- 
tanic and, singing hymns as she 
was rowed to safety, was later 
commended for braveiy. Her fa- 
ther was an army officer with an 
interest in cricket and actress- 
es and her mother a gaiety girl 
who boasted eyes the blue of 
blue hydrangeas. 

They met while she was ap- 
pearing in The Merry Widow and 
Barbara was bom m 1916. Fam- 
ily finances suffered with the 
Wall Street crash and the 
Skeltons moved around Kent 
and Berkshire before settling 
in London and producing 
another daughter, Brenda. 

Barbara was a passionately 
recalcitrant child wbo ran at her 
mother with a carving knife, and 
following her expulsion from a 
convent school she enrolled 
early, arid tike some fictional ad- 
venturess, in the academy of life. 
She modelled in a dress shop, 
began an affair with a wealthy 
friend of her father’s and had 
her East abortion. She was sub- 
sequently m India, where her re- 
lations with an officer led to his 
court martial. 

Back in London she turned 
her beautiful shape to profit by 
modelling for Schiaparelli, and 
with the outbreak of war 
worked as a truck-driver and 
secretary. However, wartime 
drudgery was not for her and 
Donald Maclean sponsored her 
application to the cipher de- 
partment of the Foreign Office. 
Posted to the embassy in Cairo, 
she beguiled King Farouk, who 
told her approvingly that she 
was “a real minx" and flogged 
her outside the palace with the 
cord of his dressing-gown. She 
said, “l would have preferred a 
splayed cane." In the later 
stages of tbe war, and once 
a gain in London, she lived with 
Fteter QuennelL who christened 
her “Baby" and introduced her 
to their neighbour, Cyril Con- 
nolly, founder and editor of 
Horizon . 

Connolly offered a com- 
pound of qualities as unusual as 
it proved attractive. He was cor- 
puleatly unappealing, yet a 
great literary stylist, a one-man 
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Skelton With Cytfl Connolly, the love of her fife. He fc the comic hero of her autoMo&aphy Thars Before Bedtime (1987) 


show of artistic vanities and un- 
patriotic aestheticism, a baby 
tireless in his manipulation of 
female admirers; and he be- 
came the love of her life. They 
were married in 1950 and spent 
five turbulent years in “Oak 
Coffin”, the cottage she bought 
for £400 in Kent. The scenes 
were terrible, yet none of their 
friends could confidently deny 
that the Connollys' harsh words 
did not conceal, or even per- 
versely express, a strong bond 
of feeling. 

With preparation for her first 
novel, A Young Girl’s Touch 
(1956), she became involved 
with the publisher George Wei- 
denfeld, whose hirsute body 
she later described to the world 
and whom she treated some- 
what harshly: “There was 
hardly any pleasure in his com- 
pany except for (he instinctive 
anim al desire to be with one’s 
mate." When the Connollys 
divorced, Weidenfeld was cited 
as co-respondent and soon 


Wing Cdr Roderick 
Learoyd YC 


Wing Commander Roderick 
“Babe" Learoyd was awarded 
tbe Victoria Cross for his con- 
duct during a bombing raid 
over Germany on 12 August 
1940. 

As one of a series of opera- 
tions, Acting Flight Lieutenant 
Learoyd was ordered to lead a 
formation of Hampden twin- 
engine bombers (six from his 
own squadron. No 49) into 
Germany. The aircraft were 
slow, unsophisticated, and poor- 
ly defended. Their target was 
the aqueduct carrying the 
Dortmund-Ems canal. 

This was known to be a tar- 
get of special importance in view 
of the essential build-up of 
barges and other shipping lor in- 
dustrial and military support 
and particularly for the shipping 
planned for the Channel ports 
invasion. In view of this the Ger- 
- mans had provided over- 
whelming anti-aircraft defences 
in the form of hundreds of 
guns of all calibres and massed 
searchlights designed to blind 
f the crews. 

> : The latter had to fly at bomb- 

t ing levels down to 150ft to en- 
V?. sure the necessary accuracy 


and from a predictable direction 
obvious to the enemy. Learoyd 
and his crews were well aware 
of what they were asked to face, 
having attacked the canal 
before. Indeed to fly with 
bomber command made such 
experiences familiar to all. 

After starting its bombing run 
Learoyd 's aircraft was literally 
shot to pieces, losing among oth- 
er things his undercarriage con- 
trols and bis landing flaps. He 
Taler paid tribute to the im- 
mense skill and courage of his 
three-man crew. It is certainly 
worth noting that one of his 
gunners was neither an officer 
nor an NCO but a regular air- 
man, which was quite common 
in those days in bombers, in 
Lysanders and in Defiant fight- 
ers. These men were paid one 
shilling and sixpence per day. 
Their carrier pigeons, one of 
whom laid an egg while they 
were over the target, only got 
rations. 

The canal was successfully 
put out of action for 10 critical 
days. Having succeeded by a 
near miracle in escaping its de- 
fences, Learoyd arrived back 
over his base with nearly three 


afterwards became Barbara's 
second husband, only again 
to seek divorce, with Connolly 
this time cited as the 
co-respondent. 

This amorous carouse] was 
the talk of the drawing-rooms 
of higher Bohemia, but Bar- 
bara's third marriage to the 
physicist Derek Jackson, mil- 
lionaire son of the founder of 
the News of the World, went 
largely unremarked, despite 
her admission that it was “not 
for love that I married Profes- 
sor Jackson". That uiuon also 
foundered but alimony brought 
security and some measure of 
stability, and, apart from an in- 
terval in New York, Barbara di- 
vided most of the remainder of 
her life between properties in 
Paris and Provence. 

Unable to have children, she 
adopted instead a menagerie of 
exotic pets and abandoned fic- 
tion in favour of memoirs. Tears 
Before Bedtime (1987) and Weep 
No More (1989) constitute an 


hours of darkness still to come. 
He decided that a night land- 
ing would be too dangerous for 
his crippled aircraft and he or- 
bited till daylight, when he 
made a perfect belly-landing 
without undercarriage or flaps 
and without injury to anyone. 

It has sometimes given cause 
for comment that such experi- 
ences did not see the end of 
wartime flying for RAF pilots. 
Anything but Learoyd contin- 
ued to fly operationally with 
bomber command, eventually 
commanding No 44 squadron, 
which was the first unit to be 
equipped with the famous four- 
engined Lancaster bomber. 

Like many of those who won 
the VC he did not appear to be 
a particularly likely candidate 
for that supreme honour. After 
being educated at Wellington, 
he pottered about for a few 
years before taking a short ser- 
vice commission in the Royal 
Air Force and being posted to 
bomber command. Operational 
from the outbreak of war, he 
soon established a reputation 
for professional expertise and 
outstanding detenninatibn in lo- 
cating and attacking heavily 




Learoyd: beffy-fanding 

Photograph: Imperial War Museum 

defended targets. But he was 
not an obviously notable or in- 
spirational leader. He was a 
quiet and reserved man but also 
a friendly and comradely one. 
A good man at a party, but nev- 
er allowing social life to inter- 
rupt his fighting career. Even 
after the award of the VC he 
gave ao hint of conceit or self- 
importance. 

After surviving the war 
Learoyd retired to civilian life, 
first as a VIP pilot and later as 
an export sales manager in the 
motor industry. 

Christopher Foxley-Noiris 

Roderick AJaslair Brook 
Learoyd, air force officer bom 
Folkestone 5 February 1913; VC 
1 940; died 24 January 1 996. 


engaging literary achievement, 
not so much as chronicles of 
their time, but as comic and cru- 
el self-portraits recounted in a 
random, devil-may-care tone 
appropriate to their insouciant 
heroine and her adventures. If 
she is unsparing of the famous 
friends and enemies she made, 
sbe is no more romantic about 
herself. And although her books 
are almost depressing, they are 
also very funny. Had she done 
nothing but render Cyril Con- 
nolly as a great comic archetype 
she would still deserve literary 
recognition. 

. In 1993, to some consterna- 
tion, she returned to London 
and lived in a flat above the 
King’s Road with two Siamese 
cats. I interviewed her for a 
book I was then writing and 
found her a strangely disturb- 
ing hostess who complained 
incessantly about money and re- 
sented London, whither she 
had returned to be near her 
friends, “although you ipay 


think I don’t have many left 
here, either”. There seemed to 
be a complicity between herself 
and her predatory pels, and, like 

familiars, they shared their mis- 
tress’s eyes, which were not 
only the most beautiful I have 
ever seen, huge, lavender-hued 
and lozenge-shaped, but also 
seemed to be so penetrating as 
to reduce everything in their 
range to transluscency. 

Her figure remained shape- 
ly, her bearing agfle; decay, 
when it came, was sudden, with 
a brain tumour, and in her last 
days sbe was nursed by Qyril 
Connolly's daughter, Cressida. 

Clive Fisher 

Barbara Skehon, writer bam 
Maidenhead 26 June 1916; mar- 
ried 1950 Cyril Connolly (mar- 
riage dissolved 1956), 1956 
George Weidenfeld (marriage 
dissolved 1961), 1966 Derek 
Jackson (marriage dissolved}: 
diedPershore, Worcestershire 27 
January 1996. 


U San Yu was President of Bur- 
ma from 1981 until 1988. His ca- 
reer as a soldier and then as a 
politician under the military- 
socialist system depended 
throughout on the patronage oi 
General Ne Win, the ruler of 
Burma from 1962 onwards, 
when Ne Win seized power m 
a military coup- _ , 

San Yu’s unquestioning loy- 
alty to Ne Win was regarded as 

the r> a * n reason for his rapid 
rise to the top m the army, and 
then in the one-party system 
I which Ne Win put in place to 
run the country for more than 
a quarter of a century. He was 
the only one of Ne Win’s close 
associates who over the years 
did not get sacked, imprisoned 
or exfled as an ambassador for 
doing dangerously well in the 
old man’s eyes. 

San Yn was born m 1919 near 
Frame, the district where Ne 
Win was also born. Educated at 
Rangoon University before the 
Second World War, when its 
standards were high, and, ac- 
cording to one source, briefly at 
an American military college, 
San Yu was commissioned in 
the Burma Independence Army 
in 1942 and fought with it first 
j alongside the Japanese and 
then, when the tide turned, 

briefly alongside the Allies. He 
was Military Secretary to Ne 
Win from 1956 to 1959, and 
then went to be military com- 
mander of the North and North 
West mffitaiy areas, where a va- 
riety of insurgents - Nagas. 
Rachitis and assorted Commu- 
nist groups - were active. 

After the 1962 coup which 
put the army formally in pow- 
er, San Yu became a member 
of the ruling Revolutionary 
Council, and me following year 
combined the jobs of Deputy 
Chief of the General Staff ana 
Minister of Finance and Rev- 
enue. He became General Sec- 
retary of the Central Organising 
Committee of the Burmese So- 
cialist Programme Party when 
it was created to take over 
from the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil in 1965, and kept this job un- 
til 1978. From 19 69 to 1972 he 
was Minister of National Plan- 
ning, Finance and Revenue, as 
the economy slid downhill un- 
der the xenophobic single- 
party system. 

He became Deputy Prime 
Munster in 1971 and added the 


Sir George Paterson 


George Paterson devoted his 
working life to the Colonial Ser- 
vice. He was Chief Justice of 
Northern Rhodesia from 1957 
to 1961, and before that 
Attorney-General in Ghana, 
until he was sacked by President 
Kwarae Nkrumah for not bend- 
ing the law to his purposes. 

Paterson was bom in 1906, in 
St Geoige's, Grenada, one of 
the most attractive islands in the 
then British West Indies. Hie was 
proud of being the fifth George 
Paterson in descent from Lt-Col 
George Paterson of Aberdeen, 
who had settled on the tiny is- 
land in 1784 and served twice 
as President (or Governor). 

The President's descendants 
served the island well - Sir 
George Paterson's father was 
the much-loved colonial sur- 
geon Dr George Paterson; his 
uncle was Attorney-General 
and Administrator of Grenada 
and St Vincent; and George Pa- 
terson Street in GrenvflJe was 
named after his grandfather. 

Paterson himself was edu- 
cated at Grenada Boys’ School, 
from where in 1924 he won the 
Island Scholarship to St John's 
College, Cambridge, and read 
History. From Cambridge he 
joined the Colonial Service, 
and was appointed to the Niger- 


ian Administration in 1929. 
With a strong sense of moral 
rectitude, he went on to serve 
in Africa for the next 32 years, 
in the colonies of Nigeria, Tan- 
ganyika (Tanzania), Sierra 
Leone, the Gold Coast (Ghana) 
and Northern Rhodesia (Zam- 
bia). When not working, he was 
a good big-game shot, played 
tennis and polo, and fished. 

In 1935 he married Audrey, 
daughter of Major C.GB. Mor- 
ris, Chief of the London Fire 
Brigade, at Southwark Cathe- 
dral. The guard of honour was 
made up of firemen with raised 
fire-axes. 

During the Second World 
War he served with the 6th 
King’s African Rifles, being 
wounded in 1940 at the Battle 
of Namoruputh, in Kenya. As 
Lt-Col Paterson, he was ap- 
pointed a military OBE in 1946, 
and later that year as Solicitor 
General, Tanganyika. Three 
years later he was Solicitor- 
General in Sierra Leone. 

In 1954 he became Attorney- 
General of the Gold Coast, 
and three years later attended 
the country’s Independence 
celebrations and the opening of 
the Kariba Dam. He rather 
liked President Nkrumah, but 
when Nkrumah attempted to 


deport a group of his political 
adversaries, Paterson insisted 
that the deportation was illegal 
and was summarily dismissed. 

As Chief Justice of Northern 
Rhodesia from 1957, he could 
never get used to trying murder 
cases in the High Court and the 
consequent capital sentencing; 
he found the process gruelling 
and the outcome distressing. In 
1960, on his way to South 
Africa, Harold Macmillan as 
Prime Minister visited Gov- 
ernment House, Lusaka, and 
discussed with Paterson his im- 
minent “wind of change" 
speech and other African mat- 
ters. Paterson was not Im- 
pressed with Macmillan’s grasp 
of the African mentality or in- 
deed his proposed solution to 
the remaining British colonies. 
It was depressing for such an ho- 
nourable colonial officer, with 
an almost exaggerated sense of 
loyalty and service to tbe British 
colonies, to witness his world 
collapsing like a house of cards. 

After a lifetime in the West 
Indies and Africa, be retired to 
Dorset (then seemingly popu- 
lated with retired colonial gov- 
ernors and Chief Justices), 
where he became a pillar of the 
Tory party and the Anglican 
Church and pursued his fasd- 


defepce portfolio and the office 
of Chief of the Armed Forces * 
(arguably more important) the 
following year. From 1974 to 
1981 he was Secretary, of tbe 
Council of State, a less impor- 
tant role. When Ne Win. stood 
down in. 1981, San Yu was 
made President of Burma, and 
from 1985 Vjre-Cbainnan of. 
the Party, until he relinquished 
both in July 1988 along with Ne 
Win himself, . who: formally 
stood down from his last fend . 
most important) formal posatioo 
as Chairman of the single par- 
ty. San Yu then disappeared 
from the official scene. He had 
suffered from heart trouble 
from 1983, when he had a 
major operation in Honrtbn, 
Items. ' . . - - 

The secrecy- Which sur- 
rounded the diarader mid pri- 
vate lives of Burma's senior- 
military 6Bte was more than usu- 
ally marked inthe case of U Sac 
Yu. partly becaoseheneverfell- 
seriousiy out ; of General Ne 
Win’s favour.. But such evi- 
dence as emerged suggested 
that he was efficient, colourless 
and more modest than most of 
his peers. No one had any illu- 
sion that as President he exer- 
cised supreme power, which 
remained in Ne Win’s hands 

office. In SeptemberI987, 
example, when all currency 
notes above the value of one 
pound were rendered valueless 
on the stroke of 11 one morn- 
ing, no one had any doubt who 
was responsible, and. San Yu’s 
own family was rumoured to 
have lost a fortune. 

As President, San Yu had 
some forma! contact with for- 
eigners, and appeared benign 
and alert when greeting arriv- 
ing and departing ambassadors 
and official guests. When the 
Princess Royal vented Banna in 
1987, he warmly congratulated 
her on her work for children 
world-wide, with every impres- 
sion of sincerity, even while Bur- 
ma refused to allow the Save the 
Children Fund or any other 
charity to operate in the 
country. 

Martin Moriand 

U Son Yu, army officer and 
politician : bom Prime, Burma 
1919; President of Burma 1981- 
88; married (four children); died 
Rangoon 28 January 1996. 



Paterson: moral rectitude :/ 

r 

nation for genealogy. He w s a 
kinsman of John Paterson, the 
17th-century Archbishop of 
Glasgow, and had hoped to : ab- 
st antiate his dahn to the > wa 
Scotia baronetcy of Pate] »n 
of Eccles, County Berwck, 
dormant since 1782. 

Timothy CM wd 

George Mudow Paterson, ar- 
risterand colonial servant: l mi 
St George's, Grenada 3 Dec ru- 
ber 1906 ; OBE 1946; Solicipr- 
Generaf Thnganyika 194649, 
Attorney-General, Siena Letru 
1949-54; QC (Siena Leote ', 
1 950; Attorney-General, Grnhu 
1954-57; Chief Justice, Norths? 
Rhodesia 1957-61; Kt 1959; mar 
tied 1935 Audrey Morris font 
son, two daughters); died 2< 
January 1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


ftSQC Suddenly, on £> January, in 
brford, Caroline Mary. Beloved 
angWer of Sir Angus Fraser and Mrs 
4araaicl He mn u ngs , and much- 
AwTsiser of Simon. Funeral service 
'W be held at St Michael's Church, 
%bgate. London N6. ai IlJOam on 
ing* 9 February. followed by com- 
M Wghgate Cemetery. Flow- 
if desired and enquiries to 
r^noD and Sous Lid. ] Denmark 
Sgjce, Fottis Green. London N2 
JKJG. telephone 0181-444 5753. 

land (Jan) nfce Fjrrie, of Car- 
??“3waoe, London SW1. After a 
*5»ess, peacefully, on 29 Janu- 
! Funeral service on Thesday 

.• . rc T * a frv at Putney Vale Cnsmalo- 
r ?° r h* 1 '-45 nm (not 1.45pm. as pre- 
Floral tribunes, please. 
M Lamer & Son, Funeral Di- 
Upper Richmond Road. 
p o® e y' l >M2 noon. 
RUSSELL-Cobb. On 31 Janoaiy, 
London, Trevor, rnraefi- 


London, Trevor, rnnefa- 
Jwed EUij, of Rupert. Theresa, 
Rers a nd Fa ^aa ana dear friend of 
Rono funeral Wednesday 

7 February, 'l. 15am, Go Idcrs Green 
Cranatomn* piemen please or do- 
nations far Tr^ity Hospice to Keny- 
on. 74 Rod*** Row, SW1. 

fou»©*»>rtoMrs Gazette BIRTHS. 

MARMAGgS-* DEATHS (Births, 

wr “ fa * 


« « Uno 



Forthcoming 

marriages 

Dr W H. Frauds 
and Miss J. C. Conhig 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween William, elder son of Mr and 
Mrs David Francis, of Lowdham, 
Nottinghamshire, and Joanne, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Vincent 
Couhig, of Redcar, Cleveland. 

Birthdays 

Mr Ken Bruce, broadcaster, 45; Sir 
Gordon Bryce, fanner CJrief Justice 
of the Bahamas, 83; The Earl of 
Clarendon, fanner dbairmaa and 
managing director, Seccombe, Mar- 
shall and Campion, 63; Dr M ac- 
ilonaki Critdiley, neurologist, 96; Mr 
Andrew Davis, conductor, and mu- 
sical director, dyode bourne Festi- 
val Opera, 52; The Very Rev Dr 
Victor de WhaL former Dean of Can- 
tertmry, 67; Mr Abba Ebaa former 
Israeli foreign minister, SI; Mr Glynn 
Edwards, actor, 65; Sir Norm aa 
Fonder MP, 58; M Yatety Giscard 
d 'Earning, fanner president of 
France, 70; Mr Hugliie Green, for- 
mer quizmaster, 76; Mr Marcus 
Hope, ambassador to Zaire, 54; Mr 
David Jason, actor, 56; Mr David 
Jones, chief executive. Next, 53; Sir 
Chips Keswick, chairman, Ham bras 
Bazik, 56; Mr Barry McGuigan, 


Dame A1U Meyuell, former senior 
dvO servant. 93; Miss Libby Proves, 
journalist and broadcaster. 46; Miss 
Elaine Strrtch. actress and on ^w, 69 

Anniversaries 

Births; (Eleanor) NcO Gwynn, aetzess 
atiti mistress of Charles II, 1650; 

Charies-Maurice de Talleyrand- 


P^rigord, statesman and diplomat, 
1754: Oswald Acbenbach, landscape 
painter, 1827; Henzy Havelock Ellis, 
psychologist, 1859; James Augustine 
Joyce; author, 1882: Les (Leslie) 
Dawson, comedian. 1934. Deaths; 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 
composer, 1594; Bertrand Russell, 
third Earl RusseB, philosopher, 197D; 
Alistair Maclean, novelist, 1987; 
Bernard Braden, broadcaster, 1993; 
Fred Petty, tennis-player, 1995; Don- 
ald Pleasance, actor, 1995. On this 
day: Eng Stephen was defeated and 
captured at tbe Battle of Lincoln, 
1141; Buenos Aires was founded by 
Pedro de Mendoza, 1535; the first 
parliament assembled of Great 
Britain and Ireland, 1801; Greece de- 
clared war on Turkey, 1878; bread ra- 
tioning was introduced in Britain, 
1917; a mob in Dublin burned down 
the British Embassy, 1972. Today is 
the Beast Day of St Adalbald of 
Ostrevant. Si Joan de Lestozmac, 
The Martyrs of Ebsdorf and The 
Purification. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Richard Slcmp, 
"Popes (i): Master of the Saint 
Bartholomew Altarpiece, Saints Pe- 
ter and Dorothy", 1pm. 

Vtdboria and Albert Museum: Aman- 
da Fielding, “20th -era tiny Furni- 
ture (ii)”, 230pm. 

British Museum Anne Eurer, Tbe 
Colour Print in pre-Modern China", 
1.15pm. 

Oxford Amnesty Lectures, Sheldon- 
ian Theatre. Oxford; Martha Nuss- 
baum, “Tbe Feminist Critique of 
Liberalism", 6pm. 

Tstr Gallery: Jake and Dittos Chap- 
man, Adrian Sea rie, Stephen Hzr- 
ihing. Sarah Kent, Richard 
Wentworth, Christopher Frariing. 


“What Ait School Did and Didn't Do 
for Me", 1030am. 

Receptions 

HM Government 

Mr John ML Tayfor MR Fhriiamen- 
lary Under-Secretary of Slate for 
Competition and Consumer Affairs. 

was the host at a reception held yes- 
terday at Lancaster House, London 
SW1. to mark tbe 20th Anniversary 
of the National Exhibition Centre. 

Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Malcolm Rittind QC MP. Sec- 
retary of State far Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, held a luncheon 

yesterday at 1 Carlton Gardens, 
London SW1, in honour of Mr Shi- 
mon Petes, Prime Minister of the 
State of Israel. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 436pm. 

United Synagogues: 0171-387 4300. 
Federation of Synagppies: 0181-202 
2262. Union of liberal and Progres- 
sive Synagogues: 0171-580 1663. Re- 
form Synagogues of Great Britain: 
0181-349 4731. Spanish and For- 
tngnese Jews Coogre&gtaa: 0171-289 
2573. New London Synagogue (Ma- 
sortil: 9171328 1026. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tb* bnfcr of Kbu. Preadcet. tbe Eagr- 

OMring Ctandl Fcnm, Opccb Etaahrtb D Con- 
bnocc Ccnre, london SWJ. 

Changing of the Guard 

The llmstbnld Canlrw Mmmird RcpDaeot 
uwono the Qua') Uc Omd a BenrCunU, 

llm. 


Fresh redundancy claim could not proceed 


■ — - . ...... 


Barber v Staffordshire Comity 
Council; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Neill, Lord Justice 
Auld and Sir lain Glidewefi); 

26 January 1996 

A woman who had been dis- 
missed by the same employer 
from two concurrent part-time 
contracts, neither of which on 
its own involved sufficient 
working hours per week to 
meet the threshold then ap- 
plicable under UK law to enti- 
tle her to claim for redundancy 
of unfair rifemiBai, and who, on 
being advised that she could 
not aggregate the hours worked 
under the contracts in order 
to meet that threshold, had 
then withdrawn her claim, 
which had then been formally 
dismissed by the industrial 
tribunal, could not subse- 
quently bring a fresh claim 
against the employer on the 
ground that, under European 
anti-discrimination law, tbe 
weekly working hours 
threshold should not apply. 

Tbe fact that the tribunal’s 
deciaon was not a reasoned ad- 
judication but simply the 
record of the withdrawal of her 
claim did not prevent the ap- 
plication of the principles of 
“res judicata". 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by Mary An- 


LAW REPORT 

4 — 

2 February 1996 


dra Roberta Barber and af- 
firmed the decision of the Em- 
ployment Appeal Tribunal on 
30 October 1995, allowing an 
appeal by Staffordshire Coun- 
ty Council and reversing an in- 
dustrial tribunal's interlocutory 
decision to allow ber claim to 
proceed. 

James Goodie QC (Hindman <& Pm) 
for Mrs Barber T. Brendan Hegarty 
QC and Joanna Connolly ( David 
Wright, Staffordshire ) for die council 

Lord Justice NeiO said that af- 
ter her dismissal in 1992 from 
the two part-time teaching con- 
tracts with which her com- 
plaint was concerned, Mrs 
Barber was initially advised by 
her union that she could ag- 
gregate the hours worked un- 
der these two contracts, 
together with a third from 
which she had not then been 
dismissed, in order to meet the 
statutory condition for bringing 
a claim for redundancy pay. But 
when her representative be- 
came aware of the House of 
Lords' decision, in Surrey 
County Council v Lewis [ 1988] 
AC 3Z3, that such aggregation 
was impermissible, Mrs Barber 
withdrew her claim, which was 


formally dismissed by the 
industrial tribunal. 

Following; the House of 
Lords’ decision, in Rv Secretary 
of State for Employment, ex p 
Equal Opportunities Commis- 
sion [1995) 1 AC I at 31, that 
the provisions of UK law re- 
stricting redundancy and unfair 
dismissal claims by part-time 
workers was contrary to 
European anti-discrimination 
law (see Biggs v Somerset, 
Law Report I February 1996), 
Mrs Barber brought a fresh 
daixn. 

Tbc council resisted the 
claim on the ground that it was 
res judicata, but the trib unal 
concluded that, white Mrs Bar- 
ber did not have and never had 
bad a claim directly under the 1 
provisions of tbe Employment 
Protection (Consolidation) Act 
1 978 for unfair dismissal or re- 
dundancy pay, she could pro- 
ceed in separate and distinct 
litigation under European law. 


Appeal Tribunal, following its 
own decision in Biggs v Somerset 
[1995] ICR 811, concluded 
that it was not possible for her 
to bring redundancy and unfair 

dismissal claims a^ rany < of 


tion under EC law, and that in 
the absence of exceptional cir- 
cumstances the principles of 
cause of action estoppel and', 
issue estoppel applied. 

Article 119 of the EEC 
Treaty did not confer any right 
to a redundancy payment or 
compensation for unfair dis- 
missal; its provisions were di- 
rected to ensuring rhat men and 
women received equal pay for 
equal work. Mrs Barber could 
not therefore rely on article 119 
to found a cause of action; she 
could only rely on it to disap- 
ply any barriers to a claim 
which were incompatible with 
EC law. 

It was argued that the orig- 
inal tribunal's . decision dis~ i 
missing her claim, though | 
theoretically an exercise of dis- 
cretion, was in effect a purely | 
administrative acL . 1 

But there was nothing in the | 
principles of cause of action or : 
issue estoppel which stipulat- 
ed that they could only apply 
in cases where a reasoned de- 
cision had been made in tbe 
earlier ^litigation. The order 
made by the original tribunal 
was a judicial decision and#Pt 
a mere administrative act. -* 

Lord Justice AnJd and Sir 
Iain GUdewell agreed. 

Paul Magrath, Banister 
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a 17% tax rate? 


teve Forbes may be a geek. But, as Rupert Cornwell explains, his idea for 
a single, fiat-rate tax has made him the hot candidate of the presidential 
primaries. Diane Coyle asks whether it could work here. 
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would be credited with the idea. The 
|^>-B°tion of a flat tax, which according io some 
ggv -P°Us has made Sieve Foibes the hot Repub- 
M^-hcan candidate in the early stages of this 
ggj^ ryear’s presidential elections, is not new. If 
R§£M r Forbes, who is the front-running Repub- 
g^ hcan candidate according to some polls, had 
"^set the rate of bis proposal at 10 per cent, 
he could have called it the tithe - the 
Church’s flat tax of medieval times. In the 
modem era, economic supply-sideis and 
libertarians have frequently toyed with the 
idea. Back in 1992, the eccentric former gov- 
. ernor of California, Jerry Brown, made a 
*' 13 per cent flat tax part of his campaign for 
/*?. the Democratic nomination. The derision 

• was almost universal, but in the end Brown 
proved to be Bill Clinton’s most tenacious 

• ‘ challenger. 

Today, on the opposite end of the polit- 
- ical spectrum, the pattern is repeating Itself. 

; . Mr Forbes, a multimillionaire magazine 
publisher whose first-hand campaign exper- 
• fence could be conveyed on a blank sheet 
of paper, has made a 17 per cent flat tax the 
centrepiece of a run for the White House, 

' which seems less improbable by the day. 
^ Install a. flat tax, says Mr Forbes, and an indi- 1 . 

vidual’s tax return form will be downsized 
' from a magazine to a postcard, the IRS 
(America’s equivalent of the Inland Rev- 
7 : ' enue) will lose much of its raison d’itre, and 
~ the special interest groups which clog the 
arteries of government demanding tax 
breaks and concessions would wither and 
die. The lobbyists who cram Washington 
pressing their interests would be out of jobs. 

No one likes taxes but Americans bate 
-them and, not surprisingly, they are listen- 
ing to Mir Forbes’s siren call. From nowhere, 
Mr Fotbes has shot into the lead in the state 
"of New Hampshire, scene of the first of the 
aeries of primary elections to select the 
^Republican candidate, 
j Mr Forbes has pushed tax reform to the 
'\tijp of the national agenda. Two of his pres- 
idential rivals and a blue-riband Republican 
^Congressional commission have endorsed 
variants of the idea. A third Republican can- 
didate, Senator Dick Lugar of Indiana, 
■would go further still: he would abolish 
&y? 'income tax and replace it with a sales tax. 

‘ V Even Democrats concede it is time to sim- 
plify the tax code. 

The Forbes plan would sweep away the 
income tax bands of 25 and 33 per cent, as 
r well as the mountain of special exemptions 
. .. •_ for money given to charity. Most impor- 
s .v tantfy, it would abolish • exemptions for 
7 . mortgage- interest payments. 

• . In the place of the complex US tax sys- 
- : / tem, there would be a single rate of tax of 
. • • 17 per cent for all individuals and corpora- 
tions. For families, the first $36,000 of 
income would not be taxed; so poor fami- 
lies would be taken out of the tax net alto- 
gether. There would be no tax on savings, 
dividends or other unearned income. 

So far, so good. But the flat tax is dou- 


ble-edged. Unabashedly, Mr Fotbes con- 
cedes that a flat tax means less tax - for 
everyone. From which it follows that, bar- 
ring spending cuts of which even the most 
hawkish Republican dare hardly dream, the 
government budget deficit will increase. 
And if there is one thing the American pub- 
lic feels more strongly about than taxes it is 
balancing the budget. 

The most authoritative estimate so far, 
from Alvin Rabushka and Robert Hall, two 
Californian academics who wrote a 1985 
book on the subject, is that the “pure” ver- 
sion of flat tax advocated by Mr Foibes wiD 
raise the deficit by $182bn. If the Treasury is 
□oi to lose revenue, they say, thefLai tax must 
be at 19 per cent, and the amount of income 
that goes umaxed must be fixed at $25,000. 

Nonsense, Mr Forbes retorts. Freed of its 
burdens, the US economy would take off as 
never before, bringing a windfall for the 
Treasury that would more than compensate 
for revenues initially lost through the lower 
tax rate. 

Alas, the US has been round a very sim- 
ilar course before. Ronald Reagan, whose 
optimism if not oratory Mr Foibes shares, 
was the last great proponent of supply- 
sideism, memorably if unavailing^ dubbed 
“voodoo economics” by George Bush in that 
1980 election campaign. Under Mr Reagan 
the economy grew, but so did the deficit. 
“Deja voodoo,” mock the critics of the 
Forbes plan, hastening to point out for good 
measure that the biggest beneficiaries of a 
single tax band would be people like Mr 
Forbes, with an estimated fortune of $450m 
and substantial unearned income. In the 
words of Pat Buchanan, another Republi- 
can contender, its an idea dreamt up by “the 
boys at the yacht club”. 

Ah yes, says Mr Forbes, but with a fiat tax 
the rich would lose the loopholes created to 
pander to their special interests. According 
to the Washington-based Tax Foundation, 
Americans who make $200,000 (£133,000) 
or more a year pay tax of 28 per cent. Fbrbes 
would give them a big tax cul 

While helping the very well-off, the flat 
tax would hit the middle classes by remov- 
ing the supreme perk of middle-class, home- 
owning America, the mortgage-interest 
deduction. By a two to one margin, accord- 
ing to a Time m agazin e poll, Americans dis- 
approve. Yet another Republican candidate. 
Senator Phil Gramm of Tfcxas, is therefore 
trying to trump Mr Forbes with a 16 percent 
flat ta ^.retaining the charity and mortgage 
deductions. It wnild send the deficit into the 
outer atmosphere. 

Amid the smoke and thunder, only one 
prediction can safely be made: the flat tax 
will not be enacted in anything like the 
mooted form. Many Republicans oppose it, 
so do the bulk of the Democrats. Forbes’s 
lasting contribution might be to hasten a 
simplification of the tax code. That and pos- 
sibly throwing open the Republican race to 
fight Bill Clinton. 

RC 


P ay tax at a rale of only 17 pence in the 
pound, whatever your income. Sounds 
appealing? The idea of a flat tax is the brain- 
child of the radical right across the Atlantic, 
yet Britain's tax system is already much doser 
to a fiat tax. It is that which makes the argu- 
ment for adopting it here less compelling. 4 
A flat tax means a much lower rate for 
everyone - individuals and companies alike 
- paid for by the abolition of special 
allowances and exemptions. Its message is 
alluring: by simplifying the tax system you 
can lower the overall rate of tax and in the 
process liberate the entrepreneurial spirit of 
a nation. 

A flat tax is proportional. Ii takes the 
same share of people's income at all levels. 
Even if you earn £100,000, the next £1,000 
you earn would be taxed at 17 per cenL By 
contrast under a progressive system such as 
Britain’s that extra £1,000 would be taxed 
at 40 per cenL 

The other main point about a flat tax is 
that a generous basic allowance would keep 
low-income families out of the tax net alto- 
gether. Under the Foibes plan families earn- 
ing less than $36,000 would not pay tax at 
all. Apart from that however there would be 
no exemptions, for savings, pensions, mort- 
gages or healthcare plans. The money saved 
by abolishing these exemptions would fund 
the cut in the basic rate of lax. 

Ironically Britain is doser to Forbes's tax 
nirvana than America. "Britain already has 
a flat tax with an exemption for the low- 
paid,” says John Kay. an economist with the 
consultancy London Economics. Even 
though there are three times as many higher- 
rate taxpayers as in 1979, only 5 per cent of 
taxpayers pay the top rate of 40 per cenL The 
lower rate of 20 per cent introduced by Ken- 
neth Garke in 1994 has complicated the tax 
structure, but the bulk of most people's 
income is taxed at the basic rate of 24 per 
cent In addition, there are far fewer exemp- 
tions in Britain whose abolition could fund 
a significantly lower flat tax rate. 

The case for going the whole hog for a 
flat tax would have two strands. One would 

US taxes: the basics 

There is no FAYE system, income Tax is 
self-assessed. About 98 percent of Amer- 
icans woik oat their own income tax, com- 
pleting an annual tax return.' 

In most slates Ameilcans-pay taxes to 
frieir-state government as well as the fed : 
era! government in Washington. Deduc- 
tions and exemptions are labyrinthine and ' 
vary from state to state. 

The average tax bill for each American 
will be $4,701 this year, 7 per cent higher 
than last year and 72' per cent greater - 
. than 10 years ag>, according to the Tax 
Foundation think-tank. 

■ In. 1994 the average American paid 
.22.4 per cent of incomeln federal taxes: 
and 11.8 per cent in state and local taxes. 


be to make it easier for people to work out 
their tax bill while also dosing loopholes 
which allow them to avoid paying their due. 

Jonathan Leape, a London School of 
Economics tax expert, says downsizing the 
tax avoidance industry which feeds off a 
more complicated system is a powerful argu- 
ment for simplification. “Tax avoidance is 
a sheer loss to the economy. It employs 
people in activities that add no value 
ai all,” he ’says. 

The second rationale for a flar tax 
is that it would improve incentives 
to save. At present, the British save IflKI 
out of their after-tax income and 
then are taxed on the returns to their 
saving. They pay the taxman less if lf||| 
they spend instead of save: an 
incentive to do the former. 

Making saving more attractive 
is one of Forbes aims. Yet in 
Britain we do not have anything 
like the penalties to saving they have 
in the USA. According to Andrew Dil- 
noL director of the Institute for Fiscal Stud- 
ies: “We arc moving towards a tax rate of 
zero on savings.” Savings plans such as Tfes- 
sas are tax-free and some forms of saving 
in Britain - pensions and housing - even 
get a subsidy. 

It is because the British tax system is rel- 
atively simple and doesn't penalise saving 
that a flat tax has little attraction here. The 
other main argument against it is that it 
would benefit the richest most, by deliver- 
ing a big tax cut for those on high incomes. 

“The only motivation for a flat tax in the 
UK is wanting to cut tax rates for those on 
high incomes.” says Mr Leape. 

That of course is precisely the aim of the 
British rigbL “What remains contentious in 
Britain is whether there should be a higher 
rate,” says Barry Bracewen-MDne, tax expert 
for the Institute of Economic Affairs, a free- 
market think - tank. In America, he says, 
there is a tradition of hostility to progres- 
sive taxation. The notion that the tax system 
should be used to redistribute money from 
(he well-off to the poor has little hold in the 
US. In Britain it still does. 

Conservative plans would make the 
British tax system more like a US- style flat 
tax. The Conservatives have made a 20 per 
cent basic rate their aim, and would also like 
to reduce the higher rate. 

Labour's plans would make the tax sys- 
tem more progressive but also more com- 
plicated. Shadow Chancellor Gordon 
Brown has announced plans to cut tax for 
those on low incomes to 10 pence in the 
pound. Many suspect Labour would also 
increase the higher rate of income tax. 
Either move would make the structure of 
tax rates more progressive than it is now. 
Even that would not change the broad out- 
line of the simple structure and low tax rates 
of the British system. 

As far as tax goes America still has some 
catching up to do. 
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Pretty shoddy, 
Portillo 

would not recommend 
A Sicbael Portillo to loiter too 
ipse to the Lords at present 
,vne of their number rang me 





Who, me? Making enemies 


in a bigh twitch yesterday to 
say that die Portillo name is 
mud in that chamber. 

; The problem? It seems that 
hi his ■entire political career 
fatilloTms only ever put. two 
important Bills through Par-- 
Uament the first being last 
y^s Jobseekers’ Bill; thjsec- 
°ud is the Reserve Forces Bill, 


which is just going throughJJut 
in both cases the original Bill 
has been so badly drafted that 
it has had to be recommitted 
- that is, redrafted and re-pre- 
sented to a committee before 
making it through to the Lords 
for debate. 

“It is a pretty shoddy per- 
formance,” says my disgrun- 
tled noble lord, “and all parties 
here are very fed up with him.” 

But isn't this a tad unfair? 
Surely, it’s up to the parlia- 
mentary draftsmen to sort out 
the fine prinL “It is not," an 
equally angry whip tells me. 
“The responsibility to get these 
Bills right before they enter 
Parliament belongs to the min- 
ister. The draftsman just fol- 
lows his or her instructions.” 

. Enemies in the Admiralty, 
enemies in the Lords ... 1996 
has not begun well for the 
darling of the right. 


The Prince 
and the what? 

Hie Prince and the showgirl? 
Pub-ieese. IPs the prince and 
the actress- Pm glad to find 
Patricia Kirkwood upholding 
the traditions of actorly 
hauteur. 

In a letter to the Daily 


the myth that has resurfaced 


in the press recently of a rela- 
tionship between herself and 
Prince Philip. It is a 119 th that 
has dogged and distressed her . 
for 10 years, she says. And she 
adds, giving vent to 10 years 
of irritation; “Incidentally I 
was never a ‘showgirl’ and 
neither was I a ‘dancer*. 1 was 
an actress and singer, as 
described in two volumes of 
Who's Who in the Theatre 
Quite rigbL It jost doesn't 
sound quite so catchy in a 
headline. 


Ally behind 
the scenes 

I am much moved by a stirring 
article in yesterday’s Daily 
Telegraph. In it the journalist 
Barbara Amiel, wife of the 
Telegraph's proprietor, Conrad 
Black, makes a passionate case 
forthe Royal Opera House in 
the light of recent criticism. 

“It is home to the finest 
ballet company in the world,” 
she reminds us, “and one of 
the finest opera ensembles as 
welL” The average price of an 
opera ticket may be £67, but, 
she argues, that can't begin to 
cover the cost of production. 

In lyrical vein she claims 
that the dancers Darcey Bus- 
sell and Sylvie Guillem “take 
us into a world of such incan- 
descent beauty that even 
spring flowers cannot match 
their radiance". 

She then moves on to a 
more metaphysical level 
altogether. "Giving funds to 


opera when you don’t like it is 
akin to giving to a charity for 
an fitness that one will never 
get. My age and childlessness 
does not stop me from con- 
tributing to childhood 
leukaemia ... ” 

It can only have been pres- 
sure of space, I’m sure, that 
caused both Ms Amiel and the 
DaUy Telegraph to neglect to 



Guillem: mean descent 

mention that the author is a 
member of the Royal Opera 
House Trust, According to the 
Royal Opera House’s litera- 
ture, the trust was “estab- 
lished to support the work of 
the Royal Opera House and 
its three companies ... The 
Royal Opera House is 
extremely grateful for this 
support.” 


MPs drink to 
the Czechs 

The arduous workload of our 
underpaid MPs: part EL On 
Wednesday night the honour- 
able gentlemen and a few ladies 
packed the large JubOee Room 
at the Commons for the fine 
and upstanding cause of sup- 
porting Czech Heritage. The 
particular aspect of Gech Her- 
itage turned out to be that 
country's beer heritage. The 
free and lengthy beer-tasting 
session (sorry, heritage sup- 
port meeting) wept on well 
into the evening. 


Welsh Water’s 
dry humour 

Welsh Water was in bullish 
mood yesterday when it offi- 
cially took over South Wales 
Electricity in a £853m deal. 
The water company’s chief 
executive, Graham Hawker, 
went on BBC Wales’s morning 
radio bulletin to announce 
that the new company so 
formed would be called 
Hyder, the Welsh word for 
confidence. In the town of 
Brecon, home to Welsh 
Water’s head office, the towns- 
folk would have been glowing 
with confidence and pride 
over their morning tea, were h 
not that the latest in a series 
of leaks had resulted in all the 
water being turned off. 
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Save money on your 
home insurance and spend 
a little extra on your home. 
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Why graduates 
should pay more 


F or a bunch of academics, the univer- 
sity vice-chancellors are becoming 
rather good at politics. They meet today 
in London to discuss their proposal to 
make every university student pay a £300 
registration fee. Oxford and Cambridge 
are considering even higher charges. 
They have provoked exactly the reaction 
they wanted - suddenly everyone is talk- 
ing about a university cash crisis. 

The vice-chancellors have a point It is 
a great achievement that the number of 
graduates from higher education has 
risen from 98,600 in 1985 to 227,000 last 
year. At the same time, the funds avail- 
able per student have fallen by 28 per 
cent and last year capital expenditure 
plans were cut back by 47 per cent. Mean- 
while, efforts to maintain quality are 
soaking up thousands of leaching hours. 

Academics are not known for their high 
productivity. Yet in the past few years 
there have been impressive improve- 
ments in efficiency in higher education. 
Further productivity gains will be more 
difficult to generate without endangering 
quality. So the vice-chancellors realise that 
they haw to End fresh funds. The ques- 
tion is: from whom? 

Graduates should contribute to the cost 
of their education. Most of them earn con- 
siderably more than their degree-free con- 
temporaries. th anks in part to the £12.000 
to 15,000 each in tuition flees invested in 
their education by the taxpayers. Part of 
that investment benefits society as a 
whole, but a fair share goes to the stu- 
dents. They should pay some of it back. 

The trick is finding a fair way for stu- 
dents to pay while maintaining open and 
equal access to university. The vice-chan- 
cellor's proposed registration fee is not 


the right answer. Parents would end up 
having to fork out, placing children from 
poorer families at a disadvantage. 

A loan scheme could parity solve the 
problem. Students can borrow on 
favourable terms and defer the repayment 
until they are earning. The existing Stu- 
dent Loans Company could be extended 
so that students can borrow to cover their 
fees as well as their living costs. Another 
option would be to follow the Australian 
model and collect the repayments through 
the tax system. 

Yet all loan-based systems have a flaw. 
Do we realty want our 18-year-olds to start 
adult life with a daunting debt, the size 
of which might put them off higher edu- 
cation altogether? Fixed limits on loans 
are not fair some people get far bigger 
financial rewards from their education 
than others. An Oxbridge education is 
more likely to smooth your way into a 
highly paid job than a stint at die Uni- 
versity of Luton. A loans system does not 
reflect these differing returns to educa- 
tional investment: graduates of Oxford 
and Luton would pay back the same sum. 

The fairest way to reflect these differ- 
ences would be through a graduate tax, 
for instance, an extra 1 per cent on 
income tax for all graduates earning 
more than £15,000 for the first 10 years 
after graduation. Those who used their 
education to earn more would pay more 
back to the taxpayers who funded it The 
vice-chancellors are wrong to propose a 
registration fee. The Government is 
wrong to deny that funding of higher edu- 
cation does not need radical overhaul. It 
should get its head out of the sand and 
start just such a review to create a new 
graduate tax-based funding system. 


Bringing the lottery 
bigwigs to bode 


F or more than a year, most of us 
who ve played the National Lottery 
have lost a small slack of money. We are 
transfixed by the prospect of winning but 
fairly bored by how the money we lose is 
being spent. 

Every so often another list of lottery 
grants is announced. Their decisions are 
frequently greeted with bemusement. 
Does anyone understand why it was a top 
priority to further enrich the Churchill 
family with £12^m for Sir Winston's 
papers? 

The Government has designed the 
lottery as a way of raising money for a 
variety of causes. Yet it has not estab- 
lished a proper machinery to make sure 
the money is spent in a way that people 
support. Taxation and government spend- 
ing is at least scrutinised by the House of 
Commons. But the vast sums generated 
by the lottery slush through unknown 

X icies, staffed by anonymous people, 
seem to be barely accountable to 

Z °liow many people, for example, know 
that David Sieff. director of Marks and 
Spencer, is chairman of the body that dis- 
tributes lotteiy cash to groups fighting 
poverty? Has he ever had to put forward 
a mani festo, outlining his priorities and 
asking for public approval? 

It is not unusual that an elite should 
be charged with writing huge cheques lo 
dole out millions of pounds of other peo- 
ple's money. Governments do it all the 

^Tie extraordinary aspect of the lotteiy 
is that those in charge of distributing its 
fonds are subject to minimal public 
cmitinv. During the lottery's first year. 


the lottery boards were asked to dispense 
£l.2bn to sports, arts, heritage sites, the 
millennium celebrations and charities. 
That would be enough to fund a consid- 
erable tax cuL 

Now at last, those in authority are to 
take a look at the books of cheque stubs 
that have been accumulating at the five 
boards that spend this good cause’s cash. 
As reported in the Independent yesterday, 
the National Audit Office, the public 
finance watchdog, is planning to exam- 
ine how the money has been spent. 

All very well but it would have been 
better had these issues been debated 
more openly in advance. And the NAO 
is not rushing into the investigation. Its 
report will not be realty until next year. 

3CUlt< 
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who spends the cash onty after dealing 
with more mundane issues such as 
whether all those £1 wagers collected in 
shops are being properly handed over to 
the Government 

The NAO should get down to the 
important issues more quickly. By next 
year the “good causes" boards will have 
spent nearly £3bn without m akin g any of 
us much the wiser as to their mysterious 
workings. 

Nor should the NAO be shy about sug- 
gesting new ways of making these boards 
responsive to public opinion: too many 
of them at the moment are stuffed with 
bankers, politicians and businessmen 
appointed by ministers. We should stick 
with an old motto and demand - no 
spending without representation. A much 
wider review of who decides how lottery 
money is needed. The NAO investigation 
should be just the start of that inquiry. 



‘Nurses never understand: their vocation is to work, ours is to make money 9 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

> 

Practical preparations for Britain’s ageing population 


From Professor Michael Lye 
Sir: Nicholas Timmins's report 
“Value of home should fund care 
in old age" and your leading 
article “Why didn't you save 
more. Grandpa?” (30 January) 
were unduty pessimistic in paint- 
ing a picture of increasing and 
inevitable decline in our old age. 

Old people become dependent 
and require nursing home sup- 
port not because they are old but 
because they are iff. Our own 
everyday experience recognises 
that not all old people are help- 
less. Indeed, the majority are fit 
and well and living in their own 
homes. It is estimated that fewer 
than 5 per cent of old people in 
the UK require institutional care 
and this proportion is unlikely to 
change though, with increasing 
numbers of older people in the 
population, the absolute numbers 
in need of care win increase in the 
next century. 

Your solution of public or pri- 
vate insurance for long-term care 
in old age ignores an alternative 
approach. Geriatric medical ser- 
vices oriented to the specific 
problems of old age are benefi- 
cial but, in truth, all doctors 
require experience and training 
in the management of disease in 
elderly patients. They should 
obtain this experience as under- 
graduates and it should continue 
throughout their training. 


The role of strong academic 
departments of geriatric medi- 
cine in each medical school is 
particularly important in this 
regard. Throwing money, in 
whatever form, at the problem is 
no solution - the problem itself 
requires attention. 

Yours faithfully, 

Michael Lye 

Head of Department 

Geriatric Medicine 

The University of Liverpool 

Liverpool 

31 January 

From Mrs Sarah Turff 
Sir. I am 50. 1 have worked since 
1 was 17, paying my taxes, help- 
ing to fluid all the pensions of 
previous generations. Tbday I 
am told there will be insufficient 
taxpayers among younger gener- 
ations to fund my pension. I 
must make my own provision. 

In other words, I and my gen- 
eration are caught in a trap: we 
must pay for the elderly now and 
make provision for our old age. 
I am attempting to do so but, 
quite apart from the obvious 
unfairness, what really sticks in 
the craw is the total lack of any 
guarantee that there will be a 
pension for me to collect 

The latest illustration from my 
pension company of the lump 
sum 1 can expect at 65 shows a fail 
of DO, 000 on the same illustration 


a year before. The onty answer, 
it appears, is to invest yet more 
money. We shall, all of us, be hit 
because the pension companies 
are going to have to reimburse all 
those to whom they gave bad 
advice; and where is that money 
coining from - our pensions, of 
course. 

Until the Government intro- 
duces proper regulation to safe- 
guard pensions and to ensure that 
what we invest will be worth hav- 
ing at retirement, few of us are 
likely to save more. Grandpa. 
Yours faithfully, 

Sarah Turff 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk 

From Ms Anna Coote 
Sin The new Partial Equity 
Release Insurance scheme, pro- 
posed by the Institute for Public 
Policy Research as a way of pay- 
ing for long-term care, need not 
be half as costly as Polly Toynbee 
suggests in “How to collect your 
inheritance early” (31 January). 

People who purchase insur- 
ance by committing a pre- agreed 
proportion of their housing 
equity do not have to sell then- 
homes until after their death, 
even if they go into residential 
care. A single woman aged 65 
with a house worth £60.000 would 
have to commit no more than 
23.9 per cent of her equity. 

Various government measures 


to back the scheme, which are 
either budget-neutral or low- 
cost, could reduce this to 15.8 per 
cent. Couples, for whom the cost 
is higher, could negotiate no- 
daims bonuses based on their 
commitment to care for each 
other without making a claim, 
until one dies. People whose 
bouses are worth more than 
£60,000 would obviously have to 
commit a far lower proportion. 
On these terms, a gamble on 
death striking before disability 
may seem less attractive. 

Yours sincerely, 

Anna Coote 
Deputy Director 
Institute for Public 
Policy Research 
London. WC2 
31 January 

From Mr David Wilder 
Sin Folly Toynbee’s article was 
interesting but flawed by a silty 
generalisation. Our daughter is 
unmarried and supports a large 
mortgage in a socially deprived 
area of London. Deep into neg- 
ative equity, her onty way out will 
be to inherit our home. Our 
hope for her to do this is surely 
not ignoble? There will be no 
BMW or Caribbean holiday for 
her. Just an escape from a trap. 
Yours faithfully, 

David Wilder 

Heoley-on-Thames.Oxfordshire 


Virgin denial 

From Mr Richard Branson 
Sir Your editorial ( Business , 30 
January) was based on the 
assumption that the original 
source of leaks surrounding the 
Channel Tunnel rail link was Vir- 
gin, or London and Continental 
Railways, in which Virgin is a 
shareholder. In fact stories have 
been circulating for some weeks 
to the effect that London and 
Continental may be the front 
runner, but I have not spoken to 
any newspaper on ohe subject, 
and no one from our organisation 
has attempted to solicit the recent 
coverage of this matter. 

Your piece also made other 
claims that Virgin has never 
made. For example, that we 


claimed victory before the 
announcement of Channel 5. 
We did not In fact, we did not 
necessarily expect lo win, but we 
did not expect to lose without a 
proper- explanation when we 
knew the quality of our bid was 
good. We subsequently estab- 
lished that it had been passed by 
officers of the ITC. 

By the way, London and Con- 
tinental is not a “ Virgin” consor- 
tium, and neither I nor any of the 
shareholders have ever claimed 
that it was. As for who docs win 
the competition - we will all 
know soon enough. 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Branson 
Chairman 

Virgin Group of Companies. 
London, W8 


Bespoke funerals still available 


Metamorphosis of the Existential Eleven 


F or a long tune, Enid Btyton was 
held up to ridicule as the worst 
jnnd erf bland children’s writer, but 
critical opinion has turned 
to see her as a landmark in 


imienife literature. 

J Natural^’ as the process acceler- 
ates. peoP le wiU start wanting lo 
If there is more to her than just 
Sc familiar stuff and whether she 
any other books outride the 
^Injfliawn ones about the Famous 
Sjfand the Secret Seven. Are there 
other Btyton gangs still to be 

discovered? 

VVtell, yes, there are. as a matter of 
^.. plenty of them. Here are just a 
fevvof the less well-known Btyton 

set-ups. 

-rhe Existential Eleven 

iteroes of a Kn ® of early stories. 

Btyton was still under the influ- 
ence of continental philosophy, these 
very different from her later char- 
-ariets Whereas Julian and Dick and 
are always eager for adven- 
”5* the Existential Eleven - Jean- 
p»oI Ja ct I ues - Simone, Hubert, 
Uubert fils. Anne-Marie. Marijuana, 
SJSZMarie, Marie-Rose. Mairie-dc- 
^T- and Descartes the dog - are 
doubtful about the efficacy of 
3*SSn'io any one context, and fear- 
making the choice that will 



MILES KINGTON 


determine the rest of their lives. In a 
story like The Existential Eleven and 
Jackdaw Castle, for instance, the 1 1 
children are on holiday when they 
notice mysterious lights in the sup- 
posedly uninhabited castle opposite. 

Initialty tempted to investigate, 
after a long discussion they finally 
decide to ignore the castle and carry 
on with publishing the philosophical 
journal for teenagers that they are try- 
ing to launch. Much later they find 
that the lights in the castle were 
caused by unauthorised campers, 
which seems to justify their indecision. 
Or does it? 

The Sovereign Sixteen 
Meeting up while they are on holiday, 
16 children find that they are all 
named after kings or queens of Eng- 
land. so they decide to set out and 
conquer the world. But first there is 
the mystery of Pirate Island. 


Why are there lights al night in the 
windows of the abandoned castle on 
Pirate Island in Brid Bay? Together. 
Henrietta, Ethelred. Harold. Anne, 
Liz, Matilda, George. George II, 
George III. George IV, Edward. 
Arthur, William and Mary, Richard 
and Wallis Simpson the dog decide to 
investigate. They find to their amaze- 
ment that the lights belong to a cir- 
cus that is practising for the new sea- 
son in secret on the island, and they 
are invited to join the circus as stable 
lads and trainee trapezists. 

“Rather!” says Henrietta, who is 
actually a boy called Henry who 
would rather be a girl, and they all go 
off with the circus and are never beard 
of again. 

The Suicidal Seventeen 
This world-weary and rather despair- 
ing gang of girls and boys (plus 
Whiskers the dog, who hates being a 
dog and prefers to be thought of as a 
cat called Whiskers) are the heroes of 
an unlikely scries of tales. 

In these adventures, little caring if 
they live or die, the children tackle the 
most murderous types of villains in 
the most dangerous kinds of derelict 
castles. As their numbers gradually 
decrease, they start to reappear in 
other stories as the Fearful Fifteen, 
the Fatalistic Fourteen, the Thrown 


Thirteen and the Taciturn Twelve, etc. 

The Eclectic Eighteen 
An intriguing bunch of children who 
all go on holiday together but can 
never quite decide which method to 
use to solve the many mysteries they 
encounter. Some of them favour 
deduction, some lean towards intu- 
ition, while Jools (a girl who really 
wants to be a French bloke called 
Jules) is all in favour of bursting in 
with guns blazing and asking ques- 
tions afterwards. 

Their most memorable adventure 
is in The Eclectic Eighteen and Mys- 
tery Castle, where they finally discover 
that the lights blazing in the suppos- 
edly empty castle were left on during 
the previous weekend by the Forget- 
ful Fourteen. 

The Narcissistic Nineteen 
Perhaps the most unusual of al! the 
BMonian aggregations, this gang of 
children go oa holiday together to 
indulge in a lot of preening and mir- 
ror activity, and are too bound up in 
themselves even to notice the blazing 
lights in the castle opposite. 

The most unusual character is 
Dorian the dog, who stares at his 
reflection constantly and wishes fer- 
vently that he was himself, which he 
does not realise he already is. 


From The Rev Martin Leigh 
Sir: In your editorial today (“Say 
goodbye to the British way of 
death”), you write about what 
yon do not know, and nor, appar- 
ently, does Lord Young of Dart- 
ington (“ ‘Charter for the Dead’ 
targets funerals”, 1 February). 
This church, like the vast major- 
ity in the land, deals with most of 
the funerals in the area it serves. 
We took more than 400 last year. 
Just about every family was vis- 
ited beforehand and most after- 
wards, too. Ail the ministers here 
attempt to find out about the life 
of the deceased, and to talk about 
him or her at the service. 

Most undertakers arc calm, 
courteous and efficienL Otherwise 
they would be out of business. 

The valid point you make is the 
“sausage-machine” quality of cre- 
matoria. Our local one forces us 
into 20-minute slots when it is 
busy, and that Is too short. 

Occasionally someone takes 
or organises something that is 
faulty and. therefore, disastrous. 
Then, quite rightly, there are 
complaints. If the great and the 
good (like yourselves and Lord 
Young) fall into this category, 
they make a huge fuss and gen- 
eralise from a very limited expe- 
rience. Perhaps you might com- 
mission some market research to 
see how ordinaiy people view 
these matters of life and death. 
Yours faithfully, 

Martin Leigh 

Team Rector of King’s Norton 

Birmingham 

31 January 


From The Rev Paddy Benson 
Sir: Your leader writer (31 Jan- 
uary) ought to come and die on 
the Wlrral. 

We’ll see him right 

My observation is that funeral 
companies in this area take a 
genuine interest in the families 
who come to them. This being 
a stable community, the same 
company may, in the course of 
time, arrange many funerals for 
the same extended family. The 
directors and their staff develop 
personal relationships with their 
clients. 

Yours faithfully. 

Paddy Benson 
Christ Church 
Bamston 
30 Januaiy 

From Mr Robert Vincent 
Sir. If we are to embrace “dead 
people’s rights", then we must 
reach beyond the funeral and 
intemmenL 

How often has one seen top- 
pled tombstones and subsided 
sepulchres whose inscriptions 
faintly proclaim that those within 
will “never be forgotten"? This 
disgraceful state of affairs could 
be overcome by obliging those 
ordering the stonework to set up 
a trust nind which would ensure 
that this optimistic sentiment is 
sustained as part of such 
“rights”. 

Yours faithfully, 

Robekt Vincent 
W ildhem, 

Hampshire 
30 January 


Bahrain democrat 

From Mr Mansoor Al-Jamri 
Sir. Michael Sheridan (“ ‘Zionist’ 
TV jibe intensifies Gulf dispute”. 
3fl January) describes me and a 
friend of mine as "radical Islamic 
opponents”. This stereotyped 
description is unfair and unnec- 
essary. Perhaps, Mr Sheridan 
intended ro add a hyperbolic 
flavour by employing a catch 


phrase extracted for the tide of 
an interview with Qatari TV. 

The Bahraini pro-democracy 
opposition has been calling for 
the restoration of the dissolved 
parliament, and this opposition is 
a broadly based one, comprisin 
Islamists (both Sunni and Shia 
liberals, men and women. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mansoor Al-Jamri 
London. NW2 


Post ktters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Representative 

salaries 


From Professor G. F. Elliott 
Sin Fighting as a candidate the 
general election in 1970, 1 hap^ 
pened recently to have bee^ 
appointed as a professor. In 
response to the inevitable . 
remarks from electors feat “you | 
politicians are only in it for the 
money”, 1 could truthfully then 
say that were I elected, I should 
lose about one-third of my 
income, in transferring from my 
university to Westminster. 

A quarter of a century on, 1 see 
that MPs now earn about nine- 
tenths of my current professorial 
salary (with a lot of perks feat I 
do not enjoy). They now want an 
increase of up to 100 per cent. So 
what about us professors? 

Yours sincerely. 

G. E Elliott 
Qxford Research Unit 
The Open University 
Oxford 
I February 


ft 
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From MrJ. R. Brown 
Sir I think it was about 15 yeaniL, 
ago that my salary, as head of i 
department in a a large sec- 
ondary school, was a few handle! 
pounds less than feat of an M? 
Now, in the same post - tbougt 
not in the same job. as the wort- 
load has increased dramati 
my salary is more than £11, < 
lower than an MP's. 

I do not think any comments 
necessary. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. R. Brown 

Wendover, Buckinghamshire 
1 February 






Motion against 
LT ‘barbarity' 

From Sir Russell Johnston, MP 
Sir. I read wife dismay and 
rag disgust your report on fee II 
year fight by King’s Cross fire vi 
tim Ron Ljpsdus to be awarded 
compensation by London Trans- 1 
port (“Out of the fire and into a j 
legal inferno”, 31 Januaiy). 1 

"One tends to feel very paw- 1 
eriess as a spectator in these sit- 
uations. and there is little that 
can be done to make thejegpl 
wheels grind any fasteriSut I 
have tabled a motion that should 
mean this matter will receive 
some attention in the House of 
Commons. I 

The motion unreservedly con- 
demns the crude, careless indif- 
ference exhibited by London 
Transport and their legal repie- 
sen ta lives. It calls on the Gov- 
ernment to consider how such 
cases can be dealt with in a civ- 
ilised, compassionate way rather 

than by the legalised barbarity® . 

which this innocent person has 
been subject. 

Yours faithfully, 

Russell Johnston 
MP for Inverness, Nairn 
and Locfaaber (Lib Dem) 

House of Commons 
Londdn, SW1 
31 January 
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Train-spotting 

From Mr Kirk Martin 
Sin I see from the Business pag 6 ® 
of the Independent today fe 31 
Rail track is to be sold off f° r 
between one and a half and two 
billion pounds. The other day, * 
was reading, also in the 
dent , that the Thomas to^Thnk 
Engine empire was wortfi®®® 
two and a half bitfkm pounds. 

There must be a mom some- 
where in this figures. w -a 

Yours sincerely, • 

Kirk Martin ►*, 

London, SE22 * v%'. 
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Don’t misjudge Europe’s real mood 



It may suit British 
sceptics to believe 
EMU is now an 
irrelevance - but it 
isn’t true, warns 
Leon Brittan 


A wave of wishful thinking, sel- 
xVective reporting and premature 
gloating is digtorting Britain's per- 
ception of the European monetary 
union project just when we most 
need to keep our wits about us. 
Britain must deride at some time in 
the next few years whether it suits 
our interests to join a single cur- 
rency or not. 

■j 'It is on the pros and cons oE join- 
ing that Britain’s industrialists, pol- 
iticians and ordinary citizens should 
hi concentrating their thinking. 
Ustead, we are effectively Heine 
told that we do not need to think 
about it any more for the deadline 
and the terms are unravelling, just 
as the British always said thev 
would. 

ft is consoling to be told that you 
do not need to aaswer a difficult 
question, but it can be dangerous to 
duck out of it that way. Sound pol- 
icy-making requires a much less 
self-serving view of what is really 
happening in Europe today. 

The wishful thinkers argue that 
the voyage towards monetary union 
is finally hitting the rocks of econ- 
omic reality as key Germans. 
French and other Euro-enthusiasts 
are voicing doubts about the time- 
table and. indeed, the very project 
itself. They gleefully point out that 
even the grand architects, former 
French President Valery discard 
d’Estaing and former Commission 
President Jacques Delors among 
them, are starling to admit the 
folly of their construction. 

But bang on. Only yesterday Mr 
Delors said just the opposite: “Sol- 
emnly I say that any delay in apply- 
ing the treaty [on EMU] would be 
a catastrophe, for European inte- 
gration as well as for the manage- 
ment of currencies ... to want to 
soften the criteria is counter- 
productive.*’ And only two days ago, 
Giseard reiterated his determin- 


ation to see the jyyy deadline 
respected. 

Across the Rhine. Gunther Rex- 
rodt, Germany's economy minister, 
said: “I am firmly convinced that we 
must adhere to the agreed plan with 
the start of EMU on I January 
1W. and to the convergence 
ertieria as they were agreed in 
Maastricht." The French and Ger- 
man governments have officially 
echoed this view, as did most of the 
European Union s foreign ministers 
ai their meeting <>n Monday. 

According to ancient legend, the 
gods cursed Cassandra with the 
ability to predict future events but 
never In he believed. There is a ten- 
dency for Ihc British fo feel touched 
by the same curse when it comes 10 
Europe, and never more so than 
now'. The British have every right to 
their own views on the merits of the 
timetable of a single European cur- 
rency. Indeed, the natural scepti- 
cism and pragmatism of the British 
are much-valued assets in the EU 
- they have helped see off unnec- 
essary legislation in the past. 

However, it is vital for Britain to 
read all the signals coming from the 
rest of Europe, not just those which 
fit the mood of the moment. The 
fact is that France. Germany and 
most other EU countries continue 
to be determined to start the single 
currency in 1999. As long as Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl heads Ger- 
many he will press on with this goal 
with rock-like determination. And 
‘he is a pretty formidable rock. 

In France, what is significant is ■ 
not that French plans to meet the 
convergence criteria led to strkes 
and demonstrations, but that the 
French government pursued those 
plans knowing perfectly well how 
unpopular they would be and has 
been continuing the same policy 
since the strikes finished. 

None the less, it is reasonable to 



Counting the cost: Jacques Chirac and Helmut Kohl are do gg edly pursuing the economic reforms demanded by Maastricht to achieve a single currency 


ask: even ir the political will is still 
there, do the economic realities 
permit the goal to be reached on 
lime? France and Germany have, 
for example, failed to bring their 
budget deficits under 3 per cent of 
GDP, as required by the Maastricht 


able of taking the action necessary 
to make that possible. 

For France it will be harder buf 
by no means impossible. France has 
already cut its deficit from 6 per 
cent in 1994 to 3 per cent in 1995. 
and Prime Minister .Alain Juppe's 


Wishful thinkers in Britain argue that the 
voyage towards monetary union is finally 
hitting the rocks of economic reality 


convergence criteria. But they do 
not have to do so until the end of 
1997. The German budget deficit 
has hovered around the 3 per cent 
mark for several years, even fulling 
below it in 1994. The faltering Ger- 
man economy has pushed the fig- 
ures up a notch. But Germany has 
two years to shave off just 0.5 per 
cent, and has shown itself quite eap- 


dcficit reduction plan has man- 
aged to survive the massive wave of 
public-sector strikes, although the 
degree of sdnuien fra ude fell in 
Britain at France’s troubles has 
obscured this fuel. 

Britain cut its deficit by almost 3 
per cent in two years, and there is 
no reason why France will not man- 
age a further 2 per cent cut over the 


same period of lime. Admittedly, 
the economic climate is not ideal. 
Both Germany and France have 
announced packages to boost jobs, 
growth and confidence, but the 
small print in these packages shows 
that slimming the deficit still takes 
precedence over all else. 

The British wishful thinkers 
believe the pressure to delay the 
1999 deadline is now too strong.to 
bear and that something must give 
sooner or later. Some are publicly 
willing it to happen sooner, a lac- 
tic which is likely to be counter- 
productive and to have just the 
opposite effect in Germany and 
France, particularly if there is any 
suspicion of mischievous motives on 
Britain's part. 

Opinion-poll gazers, too, who 
suspect that public support is slip- 
ping away, should be less selective 
in their choice of statistics. There 
is still majority support for a single 
currency in most EU countries 


except the UK. Germany, Sweden 
and Denmark (where opinion is 
fairly evenly splii). 

Early in 144S all the countries, 
including Britain, will decide, on the 
basis of economic data awering the 
previous year, who will join a sin- 
gle currency in the first wave and 
who will not. Some countries are 
likely to be eligible by then. Others 
wouid be happy io see a short 
delay, but only because they wish to 
join at the outset of EMU rather 
than in u second wave. Yet even 
they are enacting bold economic 
reforms to show that they mean to 
qualify for participation at the ear- 
liest possible date. 

To postpone the starting date or 
weaken the criteria for participation 
would be to remove the pressure for 
reform that is leading so many 
countries to make the neccessaty 
structural changes which have been 
long delayed - and which would not 
take place without that pressure. 


Those reforms are. in any case, 
necessary for Europe to be compet- 
itive. Whether you want a single 
currency or not, they make econ- 
omic sense. That is why the British 
government has run the economy in 
order to meet the Maastricht cri- 
teria. even though Britain has not 
committed itself to join the single 
currency and only has an option to 
do so. 

Haring fought hard as a Treasury 
minister in Margaret Thatcher's 
team into the early Eighties to per- 
suade this country to pursue sound 
fiscal and monetary (wlicies. 1 find 
it particularly unedifying to watch 
Euro-sceptics ditching their own 
cherished economic values, indeed 
the values that have served this 
country so well for more than a dec- 
ade. just because the dreaded M- 
word has attached itself to them. 

The writer is vice-president of the 
Europeun Commission 
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Who’ll bear an unwanted foetus? 

Anti-abortionists must face the consequences of their plans for embryo adoption, says Polly Toynbee 


CCTmagine walking down the street 
Land bumping into your child's 
twin. You never knew she existed. 
You never wanted her to exist She'd 
be a few years younger than my 
daughter, but her twin none the less. 
My child, my husband's child, our 
flesh and blood and yet not ours. The 
thought is abhorrent.*' 

That was the reaction of one 
mother of a test-tube baby yesterday 
to the bizarre suggestion that spare 
embryos taken from women like her 
during treatment should be donated 
to infertile couples without her con- 
sent. These embryos were frozen for 
her own possible use if she later 
wanted another child. The idea of giv- 
ing them to other people has been 
proposed by David Alton MP, the 
anti- abortion campaigner, together 
with a group called Comment on 
Reproductive Ethics (Core), which is 
non-religious although its founder, 
Josephine Quintavalle, is a Roman 
Catholic member of Life, the anti- 
abortion organisation. 

. Alton wants any unclaimed foe- 
iKes to be implanted in other 
women's bodies without the genetic 
parents’ consent. The overwhelming 
practical and legal problems seem not 
to. concern him. Examining the lan- 
guage he uses, it is plain that he is not 
overly interested in the technical 
questions but in creating a legal and 
moral precedent. He proposes these 
“orphaned" embryos should be 
“adopted’' by other infertile couples 
and even made “wards of court . as 
if they were infants left on the 
orphanage steps. 

- It is not difficult to detect the line 
of argument that underpins his plan. 
Although these four-cell embryos 
are so small that eight of them would 
fit on the full-stop at the end of this 
sentence, he believes they are chil- 
dren with all the same rights as born 


children and he wants to establish this 
principle in law. If he were ever to 
succeed in having embryos declared 
wards of court then of course embryo 
research and abortion would become 
untenable and that is bis prime 
motive. 

Before anyone gets too heated 
about this extraordinary idea, it is not 
going to happen, now or in any fore- 
seeable future. It is the figment of a 
largely Roman Catholic and funda- 
mentalist imagination, of those that 
seek to reopen the whole question of 
IVF treatment, embryology and abor- 

If embryos were ever 
declared ‘wards of 
court’, abortion would 
become untenable 


lion whenever they see the smallest 
window of opportunity. However 
m3ny times these basic principles 
have' been debated in Parliament, 
these groups will seek to raise them 
again and again, on any pretext, usu- 
ally side-swiping the organisation they 
hate - the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Authority. 

This time. Mr Alton and his fellow- 
campaigners have pounced on the - 
upcoming five-year deadline for the 
keeping of frozen embryos. When the 
HFEA was set up in 1991, its regu- 
lations stated that no embryo could 
be stored for more than -five years. 
Now the first five years is up and 
some 9,000 are due for defrosting (or 
“allowed jo perish", as the HFEA 
euphemistically puts it). 

The Department of Health, how- 
ever, is about to produce new regu- 
lations that are likely to suggest that 




revealing senior NHS 
managers had pay rises of 7.6 per 
cent has provoked a predictable 
response ^ most vocal from the 
College of Nursing (RCN). 
•“a* Members, on average- enjoyed 
a r. cent increase in the same 
period. 

• ^e HCN would persuade us that 
care- about patients and man- 
“Sg* do uol The RCN tell us their 
poorly paid, and ignore 
nib*? 1 nurses, compared to any 
have enjoyed the 

f su^S^ ta ^“ Krease eanlijl £ s 

■ than 1 20 per cent 

v RCN demanded, 

bodv^nH* “‘fcpeodent pay review' 
y.^idonVlike the 


where parents come forward and 
request iu their embryos could slay 
frozen for up to 10 years. While 
many want no more children, some 
people have deliberately delayed 
because they want to space out their 
families, and others are saving money 
for the expensive treatment to 
implant the embryos. 

Mr Alton has seized on the fact 
that there are some 2,000 frozen 
embryos -“orphans" - whose parents 
have disappeared. These parents 
have not answered registered letters 
and their whereabouts are unknown. 

The HFEA bas ensured clinics 
make every effort to trace them and 
yesterday issued a public plea for 
them to come forward. But some are 
foreign, while others may have under- 
gone many excruciating cycles of 
treatment and failed to produce a live 
baby. They may be too depressed to 
contemplate die embryos they have 
left in storage. Some may simply be 
avoiding ihe £100- a -year fee most 
clinics charge to keep frozen 
embryos. According to one clinic, 
only about 20 per cent bother to pay, 
despite regular reminders. By the 
tim e it has built up to £500 they may 
choose to keep their heads down. 
UngratefuL perhaps, but human. 

For whatever reason, to assume 
that these people's embryos can be 
donated to others without their con- 
sent leaves everyone working in the 
field aghast. Each clinic has an ethics 
committee and they all work on the 
fundamental principle of consent at 
every stage by all concerned. No one 
can envisage a time when that prin- 
ciple would be abandoned. 

Couples rarely give consent for 
their embryos to be donated to 
others, although many consent to 
their use in research. Embryo dona- 
tion is so rare that out of 21,000 IVF 
treatments in 1993 (the last year for 


which there are figures), only 160 
used donated embryos; these figures 
arc likely to have reduced sharply 
since then. 

For beyond the question of princi- 
ple, the whole notion is a non-starter 
anyway. There is a huge waiting list 
of infertile couples desperate for a 
donated egg, to which the husband's 
sperm will then be added to create an 
embryo. The shortage of eggs is 
hardly surprising: not many women 
are willing to undergo the drugs and 
the operation involved in donating an 
egg, and raanv do not like the idea of 

Teams of Catholic 
nuns should volunteer 
for these immaculate 
conceptions 

having a child out there somewhere 
who is unknown to them. The couples 
who want a donated egg know that at 
least it will be genetically the hus- 
band’s child. 

Until recently, possibly 1 per cent 
of infertile couples were in search of 
a donated embryo because both of 
them were infertile. This has now 
been reduced to virtually zero, since 
revolution aiy new techniques can 
collect unformed sperm from most 
infertile men. The very few for whom 
this does not work are, statistically, 
highly unlikely to be married to infer- 
tile women. In other words, most 
infertile couples are not in search of 
embiyos. but of either eggs or sperm. 

The second practical problem is 
the very low success rate of frozen 
embryos, perhaps around 6 per cent 
of treatments resulting in a live birth, 
says Paul Serhal of University Col- 


lege, London's IVF unit. When 
embiyos are collected, the healthiest 
are implanted fresh into the mother’s 
womb and have the best chance of 
succeeding. The rest are frozen. In 
other words, frozen embryos are sec- 
ond-best embryos. 

So who would want to “adopt" Mr 
Alton’s foetal “orphans"? Not, it 
seems, the infertile. Who else, then? 
The only likely candidates might be 
those who. like Alton, regard them as 
God's children, destined for murder 
unless saved by implantation in a 
vacant womb. 

I have a modest proposal: teams of 
Catholic nuns should step forward 
and volunteer for these immaculate 
conceptions. “Save a Foetus for 
Jesus" could be the rallying CTy for all 
those who believe that from the 
moment of conception, a unique and 
immortal soul is created. 

If the Jaw or ethics committees 
were ever to permit it, it would be 
interesting to see how many anti- 
abortion campaigners would volun- 
teer their wombs to save these frozen 
embiyos. Many, of course, do not 
have wombs, because they are men. 
Developing technology may, before 
long, make implantation a possibility 
but until then will they volunteer their 
wives, sisters and daughters? If they 
honestly believe, as they say they do, 
that an invisible embryo has the same 
right to life as any living human 
being, then they should feel duty- 
bound to bear successions of them. If 
they honestly believe, as they say they 
do, that an embryo's right to life 
supersedes a mothers wish not to 
bear it, then they should give up their 
wombs in the same way that they seek 
to force other women to. 

In the meantime, the language of 
“orphans", “adoption" and "wards of 
court" has no place in the freezer of 
IVF clinics. 


Nursing the sick - and grudges 


Thanks to the former Tory leadship 
hopeful. John Redwood, managers 
are characterised as men m grey suits, 
ignoring the fact that it is their ^Tech- 
nicolor vision that keeps the NHb in 
the black. Thanks to party conference 
rhetoric and a cheap round of 
applause, the Health Seeretmy. 
Stephen DorrelL has made NHS man- 
agers a soft target for cosl-cuung 
Soring the fact that m most towns the 
biggest employer and the 
plex business will be the local hospital. 
P TCe hospital boss have i^on- 

sihilitv for 3.000 staff, a budget of 
around £90m and the progress and 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Roy Lilley 

treatment of hundreds of thousands of 
patients. He. or she, will work 1 1 hours 
a day with evening and week-end 
meetings thrown in for good measure. 
Were this work done in the private sec- 
tor the salajy would be more like 
£120,000; in the NHS it is merely 

£65.000. . . 

Managers' contracts of employ- 
ment. calling for performance, pro- 


ductivity, hours of work “commensu- 
rate with requirements",' are short 
term and subject to tennination on the 
flimsiest of grounds. Managers have 
never gone on strike, threatened to 
strike or organised themselves into a 
trades union. 

Nurses arc the opposite. The RCN 
bas ditched its "no-strike policy" and 
last year threatened to withdraw co- 
operation, plunging the NHS into 
industrial-relations chaos, terrorising 
vulnerable patients. Nurses' contracts 
of employment are enshrined in bind- 
ing national agreements that give cra- 
dle-to-grave protection. The RCN has 


seen to it that performance and pro- 
ductivity are words no muse ever need 
worry about. It threatened a strike last 
year if any hospital trust had the 
temerity to try to attach performance 
strings io nurses’ pay settlement 
Who are the angels? Is it the 
nurses who manipulate public opin- 
ion and weak politicians with threats, 
rhetoric and intimidation, or is the 
real spirit of public service in the 
hearts and minds of managers who 
make a creaking nationalised indus- 
try work for lower wages than they 
are worth and more grief than they 
deserve. 1 

The writer is an associate at the Cen- 
tre for Health Services Management , 
University of Nottingham. 
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Prince leads field 


in race to buy 
Savoy hotels stake 


JOHN SHEPHERD 


Prince A1 Waieed is rapidly 
emerging as the favoured can- 
didate among the powerful 
Wontner family to buy the big 
stake in the Savoy group of ho- 
tels inherited by Granada from 
its £3.9bn takeover of Forte. 
Shares in the Savoy have risen 
sh'arply in recent weeks lo val- 
ue the group at around £4 00m. 

“The Wontners are happy to 
do a deal with the prince at the 
right price." said a source close 
to the family lasL night. 

He added that they were 
keen to sit down and talk be- 
cause “there are indiealions 
from Prince Al Waieed that he 
is intent on retaining the pre- 
sent management at the Savoy 
and retaining the status quo with 
the family." 

The Wontner family controls 
a crucial 48 per cent wring share 
of the Savoy, principally 
through four trusts set by the 
late Sir Hugh WOntner. the 
company's former chairman. 
Granada owns 68 per cent of 
Savoys equity, but only holds 
swav over 42 per cent of the 
votes because of the company's 
two-licr share structure. 

“Only a nutter will' try to do 
a deal over the Savoy by talk- 
ing to Granada before talking 
to other shareholders," the ‘ 
source said. 

Forte spent 13 frustrating 
years trying to gain outright con- 
trol. but every forceful move to 
secure ownership of the Savoy 
was firmly seen off by the Wbnt- 
ner family which found little dif- 
ficulty in mustering support 


from other shareholders. No 
formal offer for the Savoy stake 
has yet been tabled, but any for- 
mal financial proposal is likely 
* to come through the prince s 
representatives at the United 
Saudi Commercial Bank. 

Questions about the future 
home of the Savoy shares was 
yesterday met with a firm “no 
comment" by a spokesman for 
Granada. 

Alan Fort, finance director of 
the Savoy, also declined to 
comment on the situation. 
“When we have something to 
say we will issue a press release 
and then talk to you." he said. 

While many people made a 
great deal of noise about how 
they would like to own the 
Savoy during the Granada 
Lakeover fight with Forte, 
sources in the City said yester- 
day that the firm list of poten- 
tial buyers ran to no more than 
six names, most of which were 
American. 

They include Ritz Carlton, 
the hotels company which is 49 
per cent owned by Marriott, and 
ITT Sheraton. However, a lead- 
ing hotel industry analyst said 
that ITT had a “great deal on 
its plate" and would find it dif- 
ficult to do a deal. 

He added that Marriott 
would run the risk of “serious- 
ly damaging" its relationship 
with Whitbread, which last year 
paid £180m cash for 16 Marriott 
hotels in the UK, by baddng any 
move by Ritz Carlton. 

The fabulously wealthy 38- 
year old Prince Al Waieed Bin 
Talal Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud is 
said to view an investment in the 


Savoy group as a natural ex- 
tension of his 25 per cent hold- 
ing in Four Seasons - the largest 
luxury hotels group in the. 
world. 

He bought his stake in Four 
Seasons last year for£79m from 
Isadora -Sharp, c hairman and 
president and simultaneously 
pledged almost £50m of cash to 
help fund the hotel company’s 
development. It is understood 
that the prince has been im- 
pressed by the new management 
team al the Savoy, which re- 
cently announced a sharp re- 
covery in profits. Ramon 
Pajares - who was drafted in as 
managing director of the Savoy 
in late 1994 - spent 25 years 
working for Four Seasons. 

The American-educated 
prince has swiftly established a 
reputation for ploughing hun- 
dreds of million of pounds into 
high profile businesses. Besides 
Four Seasons, these include a 
24 per cent stake in Euro Dis- 
ney, the Citicorp investment 
bank and Saks Fifth Avenue, the 
New York department store. 

The Savoy group consists of 
some of the most highly prized 
hotels in London. Besides the 
Savoy hotel in the Strand, the 
company also owns Caridge's 
and the Berkeley. 

Profits were severely under- 
minded by the recession but the 
new management recently fore- 
cast a 165 per cent increase in 
pre-tax profits to around 
£11. 4m from continuing oper- 
ations for the year just ended. 
Shareholders were also told 
that dividend payments would 
be doubled. 


Winded: Failure of asthma treatment sends shares on a roller-coaster ride 
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MAGNUS GR1MOND 

City Editor 


Shares in fledgling biotechnol- 
ogy companies had a roller- 
coaster ride yesterday after the 
announcement that Celltech, a 
leading player, had abandoned 
a key anti-asthma drug. 

Celltech’s shares plunged 
163p to 51Sp after the group re- 
vested that a joint study with Che 
US drugs group Merck of its 


CDP 840 compound, originally 
' a divan c 


Drug scare: Three of the Celltech directors who benefited from the exercise of options 
in December, Peter Fellner (foreground) with (left to right) Peter Allen and David 
Bloxham, and former director lain Ross, who left before the sales took place 


billed as an important advance 
on current inhaled anti-asthma 
drugs such as Glaxo's Ventolin 
and Becotide, had failed to 
meet expectations. 

The announcement comes 
just over seven weeks after four 
Celltech directors netted £3 5m 
from cashing in share options. 
But Dr Peter Fellner, who made 
around £2m from the option 
sales, yesterday defended the ac- 
tions of the four men. “We went 
out of our way to undertake the 
option exercises in a completely 
above-board way, while retain- 
ing large stakes." 

Dr Fellner said that after 
preliminary results were re- 
leased on 6 December, they 
knew no further public state- 
ments were due to be made for 
a couple of months, when the 
clinical results on the CDP 840 
trials would be announced. 

The brokers Cazenove and 
the company's other advisers 
said it would be appropriate to 
move at that lime, given the lim- 
ited exercise period. A two-year 
“lock-in" period on directors’ 
holdings ended on 9 December 
and the closed period began 
again in eariy January. 


The announcement is. the 

first seriously bad news tolnt the 
sector since British Biotech un- 
veiled “promising results' 5 for its 
Marimastat anti-cancer drug 
at the end of November and 
sent shares soaring. Dealers • 
marked the sector rtora sharply ' 
yesterday, beforl prices staged 
a recovery. ( 

Of the bigger stodks, Celhech J 

touched 48Sp alone stage, be-. i 
fore bouncing back, .British 4 
Biotech slid to £1853 but ended - 


Celltech group 



lOp off at £21.13 and Scotia 
came back from 563p to 603p, 
just 7p down on the day. 

Few analysts saw this latest 
setback, which coincided with 
news that British Biotech had 
successfully raised £475mfrom 
the exercise of warrants; as 
marking the end of theboomiri 
the shares. . . . 

One said: “This is definitely 
not the death of the sector « but 
all this should drive heme to the 
stock market the inherent risks 
in drag development," . 

It seems certain to hit confi- 
dence surrounding Celltech. , 


Morton lashes 
at Government 
over tunnel 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 


Sir Alastair Morton, co-chair- 
man of Eurotunnel, is today due 
to launch a strong attack on gov- 
ernment failures that have 
brought the Channel Tunnel 
project to the edge of collapse. 

In a conference speech. Sir 
Alastair - who wifi be followed 
immediately by the Deputy 
Prime Minister* Michael Hes- 
eltine - will accuse politicians 
and civil servants of reneging on 
promises. •. 

Baroness Thatcher, the po- 
litical driving force behind get- 
ting the project launched, is said 
to have missed “the blindingly 
obvious" when dealing with the 
financing. And Treasury officials 
are said to have “cotton wool 
between the ears". 

The speech, seen by the 
Independent, says that similar 
large-scale projects should nev- 
er agflfri be finandally structured 
in the same way. . 

While the contractors built 
the tunnel and banks arranged 
f fapnginp . Sir Alastair says the 
development ran into difficul- 
ties because there was no real 
Hjent at the outset. “An im- 
stress was welded into 
the heavily loaded structure." 
Sir Alastair says- 

Pftblemswere compounded 
w Mrs Thatcher's demands 
Kart no public money should be 
out into** project, and a lack 
lif fltwemmBnl investment m the 
Yr^R'infrastructure. 

MrTl»fi* er ’ he s***' “ was ' 

of an cxlraor- 
^^T^tiinnd vision. Sl!e 
the blindingly ob- 
c 7^^ that the tunnel was no 
’than a major link in a 
’ of pdMm sector inffa- 
< *^SL T - £ rhe road and rail sys- 
UK and Continental 


Europe. Thus, her project was 
only capable of flourishing with 
investment in appropriate phys- 
ical and administrative infra- 
structures on both sides - 
something the French well 
understand." 

Eurotunnel, currently rene- 
gotiating its £8bn of debt with 
its 225 banks, has had calls for 
state help rejected. But Sir 
Alastair, referring to the pub- 
lic finance initiative, said simi- 
lar large capital projects will 
only succeed if “it is possible to 
blend public purse and private 
capital in them." This was a nov- 
elty that had not yet sunk into 
“the add-soaked cotton wool 
between the ears of Treasury civ- 
il servants," Sir Alastair said. 

“Eurotunnel is currently 
making clear to the British ana 
French governments that cer- 
tain promises have not been de- 
livered and restitution needs to 
be disclosed. 

“So once again, the Channel 
Tunnel structure is revealed lo 
be incomplete, but the lesson to 
be learned is clear. Unless Her 
Majesty's Government delivers 
its side of the PFI bargains, an 
excellent initiative will 
founder." 

The speech may prove em- 
■barrasing for Mr Hcseltine, 
who is speaking immediately af- 
ter Sir Alastair and is expected 
lo reply to some of the points. 

Meanwhile, yesterday the 
European Investment Bank, 
believed to be Eurotunnel's 
largest creditor, said it re- 
mained “fully committed to the 
success" of the company. 

Sir Brian Unwin, the EIB’s 
president told a press confer- 
ence in Brussels that the bank 
was “substantially" committed 
to what he called “this great in- 
ternational project". 


Standard considers NatWest bid approach 


DAVID HELUER 

and JOHN E1SEN HAMMER 


Standard Chartered Bank, the 
UK-based bank with strong 
Asian business, is believed to be 
considering an informal ap- 
proach from NatWest Group 
which could lead to merger 
discussions. 

It follows talks between 
NatWest chairman Lord 
Alexander and Patrick Gifiam, 
Standard's chairman. 


City sources say that an fa- 
tal bit 


temal bid committee exists at 
Standard, which lakes advice 
from Sehrodere and Goldman 
Sachs. Insiders say the com- 
mittee has discussed a target £11 
a share which would secure 
the board’s unconditional ap- 
proval for a merger. 

Banking analysts, however. 


have said that shareholders fa 
Standard Chartered would se- 
riously look al any bid that was 
pitched at around £8 a share or 
more. The current share price 
is hovering above £6. 

Standard Chartered was 
making no comment yesterday 
on the speculation. 

A bank spokesman would 
not deny on the record that 
there had been discussions 
between his bank’s chairman 
and the chairman of NatWest. 

The spokesman pointed out 
that the first opportunity the 
bank would get to answer spe- 
cific questions about its future 
would probably be later this 
month when the bank puts out 
its annual results. 

Analysis are expecting prof- 
its of between £6(X)-650m from 
Standard Chartered, against 


£510m last year, when the bank 
reports on 20 February. 

Some experts have suggested 
that NatWest would be unlikely 
to make a move because it 
could not absorb a large write- 
off of goodwill. The book val- 
ue of Standard al the end of 
1995 was £1.7bn, leaving it with 
goodwill of some £4.6hn al the 
current share price. NatWest 
sold out of its American retail 
operation, Bancorp, recently 
al just 1.4 times book value. * 

However, an all-share merger 
would get round ihe goodwill 
write-off problem. A corpo- 
rate finance insider said a deal 
could make strategic sense for 
NatWest, because of the cor- 
porate business between Eu- 
rope and the Far East, and the 
fact that Standard Chartered of- 
fered growth through acquisi- 


tion to a bank like NatWest 
based in low-growth, mature 
markets. Richard Bernstein of 
Amber Analysis, a financial 
analysis and ratings service, 
said that NatWest has built up 
substantial retained profits of 
around £4bn. In justifying its 
pull-back from the US retail 
market NatWest said it would 
not be in markets where it only 
had a small presence. Stan- 
dard Chartered would offer it 
a significant foreign presence in 
the Far East, second to HSBC. 

Standard's current share 
price was down 4p yesterday at 
63 lp. The bid speculation has 
pul the bank on a relatively high 
rating, although the attraction 
for NatWest or any other bidder 
is that its large business in the 
Far East gives it tremendous po- 
tential for future profits growth. 






In talks: Patrick Gillam, chairman of Standard Chartered 


Sharp rise in consumer credit 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 


New evidence of rapid growth 
fa consumer borrowing yester- 
day highlighted concerns about 
the longer term prospects for 
inflation expressed by Eddie 
George. Governor of the Bank 
of England. 

Separate figures showed that 
new orders for consumer goods 
were a bright spot in Britain's 
still-subdued manufacturing in- 
dustry, suggesting that the 
Chancellor's predicted con- 
sumer recovery is under way. 

The amount of new con- 
sumer credit fa December leapt 
by £797m, the second biggest 
monthly increase on record, 
following a £600m rise fa No- 
vember. 

Credit card borrowing set a 
new record, rising £276m dur- 
ing the month. 

Last year saw the biggest in- 
crease fa consumer loans since 
the series began fa 1987. At 


£75bn it exceeded the pace of 
increase during the late 19S0s 
boom. 

Both Mr George and Ken- 
neth Clarke, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, have recently ex- 
pressed concern about the 'rapid 
growth of money and credit. In 
minutes of their December 
meeting, released earlier this 
week, the Governor gave it as 
a reason tor advising" no more 
than a quarter point cut fa in- 
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teresi rates in order for inflation 
to fall below its target some lime 
during 1997. 

However. Bank of England 
figures confirmed earlier reports 
from banks and building soci- 
eties that net mortgage lending 
fell slightly in December to 
£I.2bn.“ 

This compared with £1 Jbn 
the previous month and £15bn 
a year earlier. Total housing 
loans fell by 22 per cent to just 
liver £15bn between 1994 and 
1995. 

House prices rose in January 
for the sixth month in a row. ac- 
cording to the Halifax Building 
Society, but the increase was 
only 0.1*7-. Prices were 1.2*7- 
lower than a year ago. 

"Our optimism about a re- 
covery is still tinged with cau- 
tion," said the Halifax, the 
biggest mortgage lender, while 
the Britannia Building Society 
said yesterday its mortgage 
lending liad dropped 24 per cent 
last year. 


Adrian Coles, director gen- 
eral of the Council of Mortgage 
Lenders, took an upbeat view 
of the figures, however. He 
said: “ft seems lha,l Ihe trough 
in activity last summer is now 
being overomc.” 

The British Bankers' Associ- 
ation said personal demand for 
loans was the driving force be- 
hind banks' lending fast year. It 
said both mortgage lending and 
consumer credit had picked up 
fa the fourth quarter. 

A survey of purchasing man- 
agers fa industry provided fur- 
ther signs that the economy is 
working its way out of the re- 
cent slowdown. 

The overall index of activity 
fell from 5(1.8 in December lo 
50.2 last month - only just 
above the 50 watershed be- 
tween growth and recession. 
Output growth fell lo its lowest 
since October 1992 but m ainl y 
because capital goods manu- 
facturers were running down 
stock levels. 
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Recession signals 
as US inflation 
hits 10-year low 
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DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 


Clear signs that the US economy 
might be heading for recession 
- along with the lowest headline 
inflation rate for a decade - vin- 
dicated the Federal Reserve’s 
decision on Wednesday to cut in- 
terest rales for the second time 
in two months. Analysts said fur- 
ther evidence of economic 

weakness would bring farther rc- 
ductioas in interest rates. 

France yesterday followed 
the wave of international 
interest rate cuts, reducing its 
main money market rate from 
4.2 to 4.05 per cent. The Bun- 
desbank stepped into the mon- 
ey markets to trim its repo rate 
to 3.3 per cent, clown from 3.4 
per cent earlier in the week. 

The survey of American in- 
dustry carried out by the 
National Association of Pur- 
chasing Managers (NAPM) 
showed that activity slowed 
wonyfagly fa January. The in- 
dex fell to 44.2 from 46.0 fa De- 
cember and now stands well 
below 50, the dividing line be- 
tween recession and growth. 

Christopher Low. an econo- 
mist at HSBC Markets fa New 
York, said: “This is the first of 
the big indicators to point in the 
direction of recession." 

He said there would definitely 
be farther reductions in the cost 
of borrowing: “The Fed has sud- 
denly become a lot more re- 
ceptive tu signs of economic 
weakness." 

The NAPM predicted that 
employment in manufacturing 
would continue lo fall for the 


forseeable future. The em- 
ployment index fell sharply to ; 
443 last month, pointing to the 
possibility that the crocj^., 
monthly employment, report’ 
due out today would be weak- 
er than expected. 

Firms surveyed by the 
NAPM reported higher stock 
levels for the third month fa a 
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Separate figures confirmed 
that inflation is not a concern 
fa the US. Consumer prices in- 
creased by 03 per cent last 
month, a smaller than expect- 
ed rise. The only significant 
price increase was fa energy, 
due to the unusually cold 
weather. Oil prices have al- 
ready fallen back from their 
mid-winter peak. 

The rale of inflation fell from 
2.6 per cent to 25 per cent in 
the 12 months to December, the 
lowest year-on-year rise since a 
1.1 per cent increase 19S6 when 
ofl. prices coltopsed. The core in- 
flation rate - which excludes 
food and energy prices -was un- 
changed at 3.0 per cent in 
December. 

David Bloom, an economist 
al James Capel, said: “The 
Federal Reserve has nothfagt° 
fear as far as inflation goes." He 
predicted the next few months 
would bring even lower inflation 
rales. '?*■■ 

Some Wall Street economists 
were predicting yesterday that 
the Fed will cot its the Federal 
Funds rate again when it txexi 
meets on 26 March. It reduced 
the rate by a quarter of a point tj, 
fa July, December and again, fa 
5.25 per cent, on Wednesday- 
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Cruickshank’s crusade is a dangerous game 


COMMENT 


'ItfSnctjiKt BTs 
shguiebokiers who 
n^tb' worry about 
the effects of the 
proposals on 
investment The 
Government ought to 
as well, for it could 
mean the reduction of 
amimportant national 
company into another 
also-ran’ 



Odia?innv?^, myThs ^realisation is 
foHnvKto^^ ^jaWy am° unls to a bonanza 
tnith V Wh l lc lhere B no Joubu'ne lhc 
electricity industry and 

L WalCT ’ 11 18 1101 lhc for 
?foef5. For British Telecom 
sharehoWere, u has been downhill virtually 
aU the wav since the company was privatised 
at the end of 1984. Over the Iasi 11 and a 
bit years, British Telecom shares have under- 
performed the rest of the stock market by 
nearly a third And unless the regulatory and 
competitive environment chances dramati- 
cally wants James Golob of Deutsche Mor- 
gan Grenfell, shareholders can look forward 
only to more of the same. 

For any management ihis is a deeply 
depressing prospect but for Sir Iain Val lance 
and his team at BT it must be doubly so. 
bmee the early years of privatisation, when 
tne company drd indeed take its domestic 
customers for granted, BT has been trans- 
tormed into the very antithesis of the com- 
placent old state monopoly it once was The 
company’s response to the twin pressures of 
enhanced regulation and competition has 
been generally astute and appropriate, it is 
ahead of the game internationally and in 
forming cross-borderafliances. its video-on- 
demand trials are as advanced as anywhere 
in the world, and its new chief executive. Sir 
Pieter Bonfield, could hardly be better- 
regarded by the City. For mosi companies 
this would be a happy coincidence of fea- 
tures guaranteed to keep the share price 


motoring. Not so for BT, which finds itself 
so hemmed in and hammered by the regu- 
lator that even competitors begin to worry 
for the future. 

BT today delivers its response to the reg* 
ufa tor's two most recent initiatives - Lhc 
demand for much tougher rate -of- return cri- 
! Icria and a catch-all fair trading clause that 
would allow Oftel to act now against alleged 
abuse of market position and ask questions 
later. BTs answer is expected to be suitably 
robust. For the slock market, the rctum-on- 
capital document poses the most immediate 
threat, for it attempts to set the agenda for 
an even more draconian price cap regime 
from July next year. Don Cruickshank, 
director-general of Oftel, has taken the view 
that British Telecom is making excessive 
profits at the expense of the customer and 
wants them reduced. 

Mr Cruickshank is a clever and forceful 
man and, perhaps predictably for someone 
who once worked for Richara Branson, he 
stands for the little guy and the consumer 
against the entrenched power of a privileged 
monopoly. However, it is not just BT that 
worries about his proposals. Since com- 
petitors must always undercut BT to make 
headway, they too are concerned about too 
onerous a rate -of -return cap. At the rate pro- 
posed, some of the presem wave of cable 
investments look unviable - not that you will , 
find many saying this publicly. 

A whole raft of national telecommunica- 
tions companies arc scheduled to be priva- I 


tised this year and next, including the big 
daddy of them alt, Deutsche Telecom. A glit- 
tering array of choices will be opened up for 
investors in this industry. Capital will chase 
those countries where the regulatory regime 
favours Lhc incumbent operator. Thau for 
the time being, means almost everywhere 
except Britain, ll is not just BTs share- 
holders who need to worry about this. The 
Government ought to as well, for ultimately 
it could mean the reduction of an important 
national company into another also-ran. It 
could also, if pushed too far. lead to inade- 
quate spending on telecoms infrastructure 
more generally. 

BT can perhaps expect little sympathy 
from ministers after its silly and meaning- 
less attempt to cosy up to Tony Blair. But it 
does matter what happens, to BT and it is 
understandable that its chairman should 
want to bare his soul to a politician at least 
prepared to listen. Mr Cruickshank is going 
to have to compromise his crusading con- 
sumerisi stance a little if Britain is to be left 
with a world-class telecommunications 
player to take us into the next rnillenium. 

Virgin proves more 
than hot air 

W e owe Richard Branson an apology. It 
is not just hot air from Marrakesh that 
sustains London Sc. Continental's bid for the 
high-speed Channel Tunnel rail link (Busi- 


ness Comment, 30 January). The consortium 
does genuinely seem to have won, or so our 
moles at both the Department of Transport 
and the Treasury tell us. 

The rival Eurorail is ail but admitting 
defeat, with London & Continental (of 
which Virgin is a part) apparently demand- 
ing a lower government subsidy for the pro- 
ject by some way. The only thing standing 
between L&C and success is the possibility 
that it wfl] fail the “wealth test”, the due dili- 
gence process the Government goes through 
to satisfy itself that the consortium can raise 
sufficient funds. This is more than a for- 
mality. A cornerstone of L&C's proposal is 
that the whole thing floats on the stock mar- 
ket within the next year. With Eurotunnel 
still casting a long shadow over privately 
financed infrastructure projects, that will be 
no easy task, even for the likes of SBC War- 
burg, L&C's financial adviser. 

Ominous moves on 
the backbenches 

*Tlie Ken and Eddie show continues to grip 
X the City - and small wonder with fresh 
signs of dissension over last month's cut in 
interest rales. Kenneth Clarke must be 
wishing he could swap tiresomely steady 
Eddie for one of those flighty European cen- 
tral bankers who have been slashing rates 
like there's no tomorrow. 

But in ail this, there's a real danger Lhat 


the markets could be losing sight of the big 
picture. The Ken and Eddie show is played 
out in public - with a six-week lag. Mean- 
while, the Ken and John show takes place 
behind closed doors at Numbers Jfl and n . 

If there is a clear clement of mock com- 
bat m the monthly meetings between the 
Chancellor and the Governor of the Bank 
of England, there is nothing artifical in rela- 
fions between the two incumbents of Down- 
ing Street. Bad blood there spells trouble for 
the economy and financial markets. The gen- 
esis of the policy blunders that wrecked - the 
economic “miracle” of the 1980s came from 
a Chancellor and Prime Minister who were 
mortally at odds. 

The signs of a whispering campaign 
against Mr Clarke on the Tory backbenches 
should thus be occasion for real concern. 
The political dimension is straightforward: 
Mr Clarke is on the left of the Conservative 
Party. Even more deserving of auto-da-fe, 
the Chancellor is a committed pro-European 
- he likes the idea of monetary union. 

A political bruiser through and through. 
Mr Clarke may seem perfectly capable of 
standing his corner in party in-fighting. But 
there is an obvious danger that he may be 
pushed too far. He wouldn't be the first to 
throw in the towel, after all. The likelihood 
of this happening may be small, but it can't 
be completely discounted and would unde- 
niably spell disaster for the credibility of the 
Government's economic policy. Another 
political risk for the markets to worry about. 
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Watchdogs 
crack down 
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* forex dealers 
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JOHN E1SEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

City watchdogs clamped down 
yesterday on the burgeoning 
firms providing unregulated, 
high-risk speculative foreign 
exchange dealing to small in- 
vestors. Closing a loophole in 
file law, firms have been or- 
dered to apply for authorisation 
by 1 March or cease trading. 

Following s rash cvf com- 
plaints from private investors. 

S ieof whom have lost hun- 
Hsof thousands of pounds. 
Securities and Investments 
Board along with the Securities 
jfodfiitores Authority, have de- 
tited these short-term or “spot” 
foreign exchange dealings must 
come under the protection and 
restrictions of the Financial 
Services Act 

. SIB appealed to investors in 
7 such activities to check whether 
firms they ate involved with are 
.applying for authorisation, and 
warned that it may have to 
■ step in to dose .firms present- 
ing a grave risk. 

. The Tegulatoiy authorities 
are aware of 37 such firms ac- 
tively. trading or poised to en- 
ter fire market, some of them 
based on the Continent Some 
are successors to companies 
only recently shut down by the 
Department of Hade and In- 
dustry, such as Cathay & West 
and London and Global 
One of the firms being or- 
dered to apply for authorisation, 
the London Currency Ex- 
change, based in west London, 
has two directors who were 
heavily fined by the SFA for 
their work with David Coakley, 
a private client futures and op- 
tions company closed in 1993. 

Peter Ellis and Nicholas 
Edgeley were account execu- 
tives with the company, whose 
trading was described by the 
S& as “discreditable, reckless 
■ scandalous”. 

Another of the companies, 
Bull & Bear (forex), based in 
London, has as one of its di- 


Banks sue Clifford Chance 


rectors Enver Kemal Jainu- 
Deen, who had a Hi gh Court in- 
junction brought against him in 
1990 by the SIB. 

The regulators have infor- 
mation that David Rycott, for- 
merly a director of DPR 
Futures, which was dosed down 
by the SIB, is linked to firms in 
Denmark and Switzerland, 
ptannmgto solicit British private 
investor interest in the spot 
forex market by cold-calling. 

“Ordinary people are being 
asked to part with large sums of 
money fora very risky business, 
on the lines of, if George Soros 
can do it, so can you," said Jeff 
Thomas, head of enforcement 
enquiries and investigations at 
the SIB. This is a fast-growing 
activity, with speculative prod- 
ucts being offered to individu- 
als who are not of great 
knowledge or experience." 

Because they are outside the 
Act, investors have no com- 
pensation in the event of firms 
failing . These businesses have 
exploited a loophole in the law 
that short-term contracts, offi- 
cially less than seven days, are 
commercial rather than invest- 
ment business. 

This exemption was origi- 
nally set up for bureaux de 
change and professionals deal- 
ing in the interbank market. The 
SIB says the spot forex specu- 
lation is not really short-term at 
all because contracts are con- 
tinually rolled forward 

But some firms, whicb have 
strong capital backing, and their 
own legal advice that they are 
acting legitimately, may chal- 
lenge this new interpretation of 
the law. “We are ready for a 
legal challenge and will fight it 
all the way,” Mr Thomas said. 

lb survive the authorisation 
vetting, the companies must 
demonstrate directors are fit 
and proper, dealers are quali- 
fied, they have minimum capi- 
tal of £600,000, adequate 
accounting and control mech- 
anisms and a separation of 
client from company money. 


ROGER TRAPP 

Britain's leading law firms are 
braced for the sort of negligence 
suits that have recently plagued 
accountants following the news 
that Gifford Chance is facing a 
C$1.3bo (£610m) claim from 
four Canadian banks that suf- 
fered heavy losses in the col- 
lapse of Canary Wharf in 
London's Docklands. 

Tie banks - Royal Bank of 
I Canada, Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce, Bank of 
Nova Scotia and National Bank 
of Canada - allege that incor- 
rect information from Clifford 
Chance, the City's largest firm 
of solicitors, pul them at a dis- 
advantage during the restruc- 
turing that followed the 
project’s failure and placing 
into administration in 1992. 

The claim, which is thought 
to be the biggest suit against a 
London law firm made public, 
is contained in writs filed si- 
multaneously in Britain and 
Canada by Freshfields, anoth- 
er leading international law 
firm, and two Canadian firms, 
Tory Tory DesLauriers St Bin- 
nington, and Blake, Cassels & 
Graydon. 

It arises from loans totalling 
£450m made by the banks to 
Olympia & York Develop- 
ments, the bolding company for 
the Canary Wharf develop- 
ment The banks allege that 
Clifford Chance advised them 
in 1989 that the company was 
a private limited company Mien 
in fact it bad unlimited liability. 

This meant they add, that- 



‘No evidence*: Keith Clark of Clifford Chance, who is confident about the case 


they were unable to exercise 
their rights over the money 
without becoming liable for the 
project’s entire debt. As a result 
of not intervening they were ex- 
cluded by the administrators 
from the restructuring project 
The banks' involvement end- 
ed late last year, when a con- 
sortium led tjy Paul Reichmann, 
whose family owned the col- 


lapsed Olympia & York, bought 
it. The claim against Clifford 
Chance was filed last June - be- 
fore the sale was completed. 

The administrators, Ernst St 
Young, would not comment But 
Clifford Chance, whose senior 
partner is Keith Clark, released 
a statement saying it was “con- 
fident that there "is nothing to 
worry about”. 


Trade gap fall surprises City 


RAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

An unexpected fall in the trade 
gap with the EU cut Britain’s 
global trade deficit in Novem- 
ber by considerably more than 
the Gty had expected. But the 
trend for the underlying volume 
of exports remained flat and a 
drop in imports suggested that 
inventories were being cut back. 

Despite these warning signals 
for growth in the short term, a 
new forecast from the London 
Business School suggested that 
the economy would expand by 
2.6 per cent. Last year’s inter- 
est rate reductions around the 
world would prevent the current 
global slowdown from devel- 
oping into a recession. 


The trade deficit with the EU 
fell sharply from £5 02m in Oc- 
tober to £131m in November, its 
lowest for over two years. As a 
result the global trade gap fell 
to £S67m, a third of the huge 
deficit in October. 

The narrowing in the visible 
trade gap with the EU came 
both from rising exports and 
falling imports. Despite tbe 
slowdown in Continental Eu- 
rope, exports to the EU rose by 
£264 m while imports fell by 
£107m. However, the lion's 
share of the jump in exports was 
accounted for by precious 
stones, a notoriously erratic 
item in the trade figures. 

Stripping erratics and oil oui 
of the figures, it is clear that the 
end of last year brought hard 


times for firms exporting to the 
EU. The underlying volume of 
exports fell by 12 per cent in the 
three months ending Novem- 
ber, compared with the previ- 
ous quarter. 

Britain's exporters fared con- 
siderably better with countries 
outside the EU with a quarterly 
increase of 3.8 per cent How- 
ever, with the EU accounting for 
almost 60 per cent of total ex- 
ports, the decline in trade there 
meant global exports grew by 
only 0.8 pier cent in the three 
months ending November. 

If exports were to continue 
growing at this rate in 1996, the 
annual rise would be 5 pier cent 
short of Jhe 8.25 per cent in- 
crease in uon-ofl visible trade 
forecast by the Heasury last No- 


IN BRIEF 


It added: “lb date no evi- 
dence has been produced to us 
that any loss was incurred by 
these banks in relation to these 
loans following the collapse of 
Olympia & York as a result of 
any alleged negligence on the 
part of Clifford Chance. If the 
banks pureue the claim, they wflj 
have to provide evidence of the 
alleged loss.” 


vember. According to Adam 
Cole, UK economist at James 
CapeL, this would be sufficient 
other things being equal, to cut 
1 per cent off the Chancellor’s 
3 per cent growth forecast 
Another contractionary force 
in the economy is destocking. A 
quarterly fall of half a pier cent 
in the underlying volume of im- 
ports in the three months end- 
ing November suggested that 
inventories were being reduced. 
Excluding erratics, semi-man- 
ufactures fell back particularly 
sharply by 2 per cenL Basic ma- 
terials also fell by 0 J per cenL 
The London Business School 
says that strong consumer 
spending will underpin growth 
of 2.6 per cent in 1996, with in- 
flation at 25 to 3 per cent’ 


| Frost takes the helm at cable trade group 

Tie trade association that represents Britain's struggling cable 
industry will today announce the appointment of a new chief ex- 
ecutive, Bob Frost who will oversee an aggressive £12m marketing 
campaign, writes Mathew Borsman. 

Mr Frok, formerly chief executive of tbe National Federation 
of Retail Newsagents and a one-time cable executive, will take 
up his new job ai the Cable Communications Association in March. 
He replaces Richard Woolham, who left in December. Mr Frost 
I said yesterday that his first task will be to advise on the indus- 
try’s new generic campaign to encourage the growth of cable's 
subscriber base. The marketing effort follows several months of 
disappointing results from tbe main cable operators, which has 
depressed stock market prices of the three quoted companies. 

I Green double act at refrigerator company 

Environment Secretary John Gummer and Greenpeace UK 
director Peter Melcbett will preform a rare double act today when 
they open a new refrigerator production line, writes Nicholas 
Scboon. The Cabinet minister and his arch-critic both want to 
praise Elstar. The Derbyshire based company has switched its 
entire production of cold cabinets to run on an environmental- 
ly friendly-refrigenerant mooted as ecologically superior to those 
offered by chemical giants like ICI and Du [font The move by 
Elstar, maker of drink cooling cabinets found in pubs and clubs, 
is a breakthrough for Calor Gas, which is battling with the chem- 
ical conglomerates to market substitutes for the now banned CFCs. 

Growing interest in Fokker 

Fokker, the ailing Dutch aircraft maker, has received around 20 
expressions of interrats from firms willing to negotiate the pur- 
chase of all or part of the company. Canada’s Bombardier and 
Samsung Aerospace, of South Korea, are tipped as mostly like- 
ly to be part of a rescue deal. The Dutch government said yes- 
terday that the European Commission would not be providing 
funds to help Fokker out of its crisis. 

Airbags business means 275 new jobs 

About 275 jobs are being created in County Durham by tbe in- 
ternational engineering group TRW, whicb is building a £24 Jm 
factory to produce airbag inflaters for the UK motor industry. 

Grid plans £150m buyback 

National Grid is to buy back and cancel the whole of its out- 
standing £15 0m bonds from tbe government It will pay £175m 
for the 12,859 percent bonds due 2001, excluding accrued in- 
terest and will charge the m premium to its 1995/96 accounts. 

Sotheby’s dividend climbs 

Sotheby’s Holdings, parent company of the fine art auction house 
of the same name, has declared a fourth quarter dividend of S 
■cents a share. This represents an increase of 2 cents or one-third 
in the regular quarterly dividend, the US-based company said. 

Halifax buys in £130m debt 

The Halifax Building Society has redeemed £131m of its £500m 
issue of 6 1/2 per cent bonds due in 2004. The bonds were acquired 
by UBS on behalf of the Society, which has agreed to cancel them. 

Swalec joins FT-SE 250 

South Whies Electricity is to be replaced by Scottish Television 
in the FT-SE Mid-250 Index. The decision follows the 
ann ouncement that the offer by Welsh Water for South Wales 
Electricity PLC has been declared unconditional in all respects. 

Gold climbs again 

Gold jumped a gain yesterday to close at $410.75 in London, up 
$5 on Wednesday’s closing level. 
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Cash in on Misys roller-coaster 


Since 1991, when in keeping with 
many other companies it was blown off 
course by recession, Misys banking and 
insurance software house has been an 
impressive performer. Over the past 
five years, earnings have grown at a 
compound rate of 41 per cent and the 
dividend by 13 per cent a year. 

That hasn't stopped investors en- 
joying a pretty rocky ride, however, with 
the shares falling from over 5lX)p to 
300p in 1994, before doubling a gain last 
year. Record profits for the half-year 
to November yesterday sent the stock 
62p higher to 637p. 

That sort of roller-coaster effect is 
misleading because Misys is a solid 
company, with a wide geographical 
spread and good recurring income, op- 
erating in fast-growing markets. Part of 
the volatility relates to the acquisition 
almost a year ago of ACT which dou- 
bled the size of the company and set 
nervous investors fretting about pos- 
sible, unspecified “black holes” in a 
business that had issued a string of 
profit warnings. 

Pre-tax profits for the six months to 
November of £19.2m (up from £1 1.2m.) 
showed those concerns to have been un- 
founded. ACT appears to have been 
well-integrated and does not appear to 
have diluted one of Misys’s big attrac- 
tions, its ability to turn profits into cadi. 
Borrowings in the year fell from £12.4m 
to £5.9m and should be eliminated by 
the year-end. 

One of the problems with Misys, 
from the stock market perspective, is 
that there are few companies with which 
to compare it Internally, it measures 
itself against mainly US competitors. 

But with 55 per cent of profits com- 
ing from banking software packages 
and a further 30 per cent from insur- 
ance program business, Misys is 
exposed to some of the fastest-grow- 
ing segments of a computer business 
that is itself undergoing the early 
stages of a massive revolution. 

In banking. Misys has a strong 
position in emerging markets such as 
South-east Asia, eastern Europe and 
India, where the creation of banking 
infrastructure and deregulation is lead- 
ing to enormous volumes of work. 'With 
24 overseas offices, and 25 per cent of 
revenue already from emerging mar- 
kets, Misys is better placed than its 
peers to benefit from these trends. 

There are also enormous opportu- 
nities in the insurance business, where 
increasing competition from direct in- 
surers is forcing the pace of automa- 
tion (and so cost-cutting) at existing 
broker networks. 

After better-than-expected half-year 
figures, tbe company looks well-posi- 
tioned to meet forecast* of between 
£48m and £5 2m pre-tax profits in the 


year to May. Even the bottom end of 
that range implies e arnin gs per share 
of 42p, up 20 per cent on last year. At 
that rate of expansion a prospective 
price/eamlngs ratio of 15 looks a bit 
mean. StOl some value to go for. 

Tough times 
at Vibroplant 

Vibroplant, the small-ticket planthire 
group, is going through a bad patch at 
the moment No sooner bad it an- 
nounced earlier this month that it was 
getting shot of its problem US division 
than it revealed the worse-than- 
expected effects of torrid trading on its 
UK business. . .. , , 

Yesterday, Vibroplant slipped what 
looked like a profits warning in with 
the circular announcing details of the 
£58.8m sell-off of its American Hi-Lift 
division. The company said that since 
it announced interim profits 14 per cent 
high er at £3.68m in November, trading 
conditions have continued to deterio- 
rate in the UK and this will be reflected 
in results for the second half. 

As a result, James Capei, the bouse 
broker, yesterday slashed £lm off its 
forecast for the current year, leaving 
it at £3.7m, and cut next year's from 
£3_3m to £2.6m. With the shares div- 
ing I lp to 86p yesterday, the price now 


represents 16 times 1995** earohtts 
and over 21 times those for 1990/97. 
These are heady multiples and only a 
yield of 5.8 per cent, assuming last year's 
4p dividend is held, is providing much 
support for the shares, along with the 
51 per cent stake held by the family of 
the chairman, Jeremy Pflkmgton. 

The dividend prop looks firm at the 
moment, even if the payout will only 
just be covered by earnings this year. 
Tbe US sale will leave it with £20m of 
cash at a time when it needs to increase 
capital expenditure on its plant to com- 
pete with well-capitalised rivals and it 
should be able to take advantage of dis- 
tressed sales of smaller groups to in- 
crease market share. 

More worrying for investors is the 
company's distress at a time when 
market leadens Ashtead and Hewden- 
Stuart seem to be weathering the con- 
struction recession with much more 
aplomb. Times are undoubtedly lean, 
but Vibroplant seems to have been un- 
necessarily distracted by its problems 
in the US, while a switch to greater cen- 
tralisation of its depots in tbe UK seems 
to have resulted in some loss of volume. 

Its concentration on road building 
and civil engineering, which accounts 
for over half of turnover, is a serious 
weakness in the current environment 
of Government cut-backs and delays 
to the private finance initiative. 
Ashtead’s two deals announced on 
Wednesday will reduce its dependence 
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Trading record 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1994 

, H# 

1995 
yew 

HI Turnover (£m) 

88.8 

93.4 

153.4 

64 

130 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

15.1 

18.6 

26.3 

112 

19.2 

| Earnings per share (pence 1 , 

31.9 

35.1 

162 

16.9 

Dividends per share (pence) 7.01 

8.06 

9.27 

3.45 

3.97 
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on these areas to below 40 per cent and 
will only increase VibropJant's diffi- 
culties in the City. The Pflkmgton fam- 
ily may wish to rush for the exit 
through an agreed takeover, but that 
looks some way off yet. Unexciting. 

ERF a dwarf in 
land of giants 

Things are not looking good for ERF, 
Britain’s last remaining manufacturer 
of heavy trucks. 

Tbe group, based in Cheshire, has 
been slugging it out with manufactur- 
ing giants such as Volvo, Ive co-Ford 
and Mercedes and has managed to 
carve out a market share of between 
9 and 10 per cent. But the strain is start- 
ing to show. 

Yesterday the company issued an an- 
nouncement about the re-structuring 
of its South African subsidiary but 
tagged a profits warning on the end. 
The shares, which stood at more than 
300p last autumn, slumped 25 per cent 
to 182p. 

ERF’S con tinuing problem is its 
over-exposure to the UK market which 
accounts for 80 per cent of its sales. 
That market has been extremely dif- 
ficult and in December and January 
ERF had to put its workers on a three- 
day week due to a 40 per cent slump 
in orders. 

ERF says that the order in-take has 
picked up a little and the export busi- 
ness is also improving, particularly in 
Africa and Europe where the group 
launched a new range atthe Paris Show 
last autumn. 

Production is up to four days a week 
but the British market for heavy trucks 
remains fragile so the prospect of a re- 
turn to full production looks slim. 

AH this has had a dramatic effect on 
sales and profits. Analysts have slashed 
profit forecasts from £2.6m for the cur- 
rent year to just £1.6m. 

In the past two years ERF has 
moved into France and Spain but the 
group needs to diversify more to 
spread its risk. 

At least borrowings will come down 
after the company raised £23m via the 
re-structure of its South African in- 
terests. ERF used to own 56 per cent 
of its South African subsidiary. 

It is now selling part of that stake to 
another South African partner, Dor- 
byl. The group’s bankers are backing 
the group and have extended their 
facilities to March 1997. 

But even after yesterday’s crash tbe 
shares trade on a forward rating of 22- 
ERF still looks a dwarf in a land of gi- 
ants and the shares are best avoided. 


John Will cock CITY DIARY 


‘Drivel’ charge in tram 
insurance war of words 


Round Two in the war of 
words between Bardaycard 
and the travel insurance 
company WorldCover 
Direct The latter yesterday 
accused Barclays of talking 
“absolute drivel” while 
*Bardays retorted that 
World Covers tactics were 
“fairly cheap. I've nothing 
more lo say.-there’s not 
much to be gained from it” 

The spat concerns Barclay- 
card's famous TV ads star- 
ring Rowan Atkinson in 
which all sorts of scrapes are 
solved by the card’s various 
forms of free insurance. On 
Tuesday WorldCover 
launched a press offensive 
against Bardaycard, labelling 
the ads “a complete con,” 
and claimin g the card did not 
deliver travel cover in the 
way implied by the ads. 

Barclays replied that it 
always made it clear 
travellers should buy 
separate travel insurance as * 
well as take the card. 

Yesterday Jonathan Biles, a 
director of WorldCover, 
poured petrol on the bonfire: 
“lb assert at this stage that 
they've always said one 
should get separate travel 
insurance is absolute drivel. 1 1 


The very essence of their ad- . 
i vertisemeats intimate that 
with a Bardaycard, all sorts 
of disasters are automatically 
fully covered. This is simply 
not true.” 

Barclays did not feel like 
rising to the bait again yes- 
terday. A spokesman merely 
replied as above. Whether 
Barclays will take any kind of 
Legal action against World- 
Cover has not been decided. 
“It's not for me to say,” said 
the spokesman. 

Archie Norman, the cherubic 
chief executive of Asda, has 
scooped the Retailer of the 
Year award - sponsored by 
Nat West Securities - with a 
thumping 41 per cent of the 
vote. Mr Norman travelled 
down from Leeds to accept 
the award and bis prizes, 
which included a signed foot- 
ball (Mr Norman regularly 
turns out for the Asda footie 
team) and a Leeds United 
replica shirt with his name 
on the back 

Appropriately for a man 
with rumoured political 
ambitions it also bore the 
□umber 10. But in a speech 
tha t was almost presidential 
in its polish Mr Norman 



If yon work for an inv es t ment bank, watch 
out: Eddie George is going on tbe piste. A 
rhill wind blew through tbe Square Mile yes- 
terday as word spread that tbe Governor of 
the B ank of England is about to embark on a 
week-long skiing holiday almost exactly a 
year after another ill-fated trip to tbe slopes 
- rudely internppted by the collapse of Bar- 
ing, tbe blue-blooded merchant bank. 

It was on Sunday 26 February tbe Bank 
took the fateful decision not to bail out Baring 


with public money, since tbe £800m-plus loss- 
es from Nick Leeson’s derivatives gamhfmg 
had not been capped. Just days before, Mr 
George had arrived at his ski chalet when he 
received news of tbe crisis, and was forced to 
fly bad: without having been up a chair-lift 
Bank staff are confident, however, that the 
Governor’s imminent trip to Avoriez in the 
French Alps does not signal a repetition. No 
doubt Chancellor Ken Clarice wishes him a . 
safe journey down the black runs. 


Notice to Investors 

National & Provincial Building Society hereby gives notice that the annual rata of inrerest 
payable on the following accounts, with eifect from 2 Febmary 1996, will be as indicated below: 


Nome of Account 

Minimum Bokmc* 

£ 

Gnm kitamt Kola* 

X 

Nat Mara* Roto** 
% 

Instant Reserve 

1 

1.00 

0.75 

Under 16s receive 

250 

1.25 

0.93 

£500 rate for * 

500 

2.60 

1.95 

£1 to £500 

2,500 

2J8Q 

2.10 


5,000 

3.10 

232 


10,000 

3.60 

2.70 


25,000 

4.00 

3.00 

Private Reserve 

500 

335 

231 

Annual Interest 

5,000 

3.55 

2.66 


10,000 

4.25 ’ 

3.18 


25,000 

4.80 

3.60 


50,000 

5.05 

3.78 


100,000 

5.15 

3.86 

Private Reserve 

500 

3.30 

2.47 

Monthly Income 

5,000 

3.50 

2452 


10,000 

4.17 

3.12 


25,000 

4.70 

3.52 


50,000 

4.94 

3.70 


100,000 

5.04 

3.78 

Investment Reserve 

5,000 

4.85 

3.63 

Annual Interestf 

10,000 

5.25 

3.93 


25,000 

5.50 

4.12 


50,000 

5.75 

4.31 


100,000 

6JOO 

* 4.50 

Investment Reserve 

5,000 

4.80 

3.60 

Monthly Incomet 

10,000 

5.19 

3.89 


25,000 

5.43 

4.07 


50,000 

5.67 

4.25 


100,000 

5.91 

4-43 

Treasurer’s Reserve 

1 

1.75 

• 131 


500 

3.15 

236 


5,000 

3.40 

2.55 


10,000 

4.00 

3.00 


25.000 

4.45 

333 


Toys ’R TJs forced into 
$ 270 m re-structuring 


DANIELLE ROBINSON 

New 'fork 

Toys ’R' Us, the biggest toy re- 
tailer in the US, is closing 25 
stores world-wide and taking a 
$270m charge against fourth- 
quarter 1995 earnings in a bid 
to stay ahead of increasingly ag- 
gressive competitors such as Tar- 
get and Walmart. 

Tbe company said its charge 
would cover the cost of a re- 
structuring that involves dump- 
ing less popular toy lines and 
overhauling inventory, closing 
IS stores in the US and 10 in 
Europe, consolidating three 
distribution and seven admin- 
istration centres world-wide 
and making accounting changes 
costing S24ra. 

Michael Goldstein, the com- 
pany's chief executive officer, 
said the move was aimed at in- 
creasing profits in 1 996 and be- 
yond, raising return on equity 
and improving cash flow. 

“We believe that between 
the reduction in our cosft struc- 


ture and the benefits antici- 
pated from repositioning our 
merchandise offerings, the re- 
structuring should provide at 
least a $50m benefit to oper- 
ating earnings in 1996 and a 
greater amount in 1997 and 
thereafter," Mr Goldstein 
said. 

Based on preliminary results, 
Mr Goldstein estimated 1995 
operating profits before the re- 
structuring charge to be about 
$590m for (he fourth quarter 
and $740m for the full year end- 
ing 3 February. 

That would equate to earn- 
ings per share of about S 1.30 in 
tbe fourth quarter from $1.46 
in the previous corresponding 
period and about $1.50 for the 
full year ($1.85). 

The re-structuring comes as 
Toys ’R' Us, once hailed as a 
trend-setter in the international 
retail industry with its idea of 
providing low-cost speciality 
supermarket chains selling only 
toys, was suddenly being threat- 
ened by general retailing giants 


such as Walmart. 

“This restructuring is an 
overdue move.” said Sean Mc- 
Gowan, retail analyst at Ger- 
ard Klauer Mattison in New 
York. 

“The most important issue in 
this industry is retail competi- 
tive pricing. 

“Toys 'R' Us dominated this 
business based on lower prices, 
but in the last five years Wal- 
mart, Target and Kmart have 
become bigger factors and even 
more competitive on price - 
particularly Wilmaxt and Target 
because they use toys to help 
build traffic for the whole store. 
In many instances they sell toys 
at cost." 

Walmart is the second- 
largest toy retailer in the coun- 
try and growing faster than Toys 
’R’ Us. 

The inventory overhaul will 
save Toys 'R' Us money and rid 
its stores of dultcred aisles. In- 
stead it will focus on products 
with the greatest impact on 
consumers. 


IN BRIEF 


Trade Indemnity agrees 
£177m offer from French 


•The pose interest rale shown is the rate payable without caking account of the re" income 

tax. ••Tbe net Interest rate shewn represents the gross interest rate after (he deduction of income tax 
at the basic rate (currently 25%). tGruss interest rases quoted for Innstmeot Reserve include 1.50% 
gross extra interest payable on l June each year (or on the test ct each mo n th tor monthly income 
option) provided that withdrawal cond iti o n s are met and habnr* remains over £5200. 

All other variable rare account* not specifically mentioned in dns notice remain aecban^xL 

To find out more, call us now on 

0800 80 80 80 

quoting code 3401. 

N&P 

No*one's busier on your behalf 

National & Provincial B uilding Society 

Provincial House, Bradford BDI INL. Telephones 01Z74 733444. Fax; 01274 7379 IB. 


JOHN El SEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Trade Indemnity, the British 
credit risk insurance company, 
has agreed a £177m cash offer 
from the French Compagnic Fi- 
nancier re SFAC, continuing the 
international consolidation in 
the sector. 

The offer is 97p in rash a share, 
and shareholders in Trade In- 
demnity will be entitled to a sec- 
ond interim dividend of 1.4p net 
per share. 

SFAC said the offer repre- 
sented a 33 per cent premium 
over Trade Indemnity's share 
price at the close of business on 
31 January 1995. 

S FAC 's biggest shareholder is 
the French insurance company, 
AGF, which owns a direct 49.9 
per cent stake. 

The main company in the 
SFAC group specialises in do- 
mestic credit transactions in 
the french commercial market. 

Trade Indemnity is a UK 

market leader in the provision 


of domestic short-term trade 
credit insurance and has a grow- 
ing export credit insurance 
book. 

Both companies have react- 
ed to growing demand from cus- 
tomers for cover outside 
domestic areas of operation. 

“Our clients are becoming in- 
creasingly global in the scope 
and scale of their operations. It 
is essential (hat the credit in- 
surance industry develops to 
meet these demands,'’ said 
John Bishop, chief executive of 
Trade Indemnity, who will join 
the new group’s management 
board. 

“We have been working 
closely with Compagnie Fi- 
nanciers SFAC for many years 
and are convinced that a part- 
nership with (hem provides be 
the best way to achieve this ob- 
jective." 

Undertakings to accept the 
offer have been received from 
Commercial Union, Guardian 
Royal Exchange, Munich Re 
and Swiss Re in respect of 53 


per cent of Trade Indemnity's 
share capital. 

The boards of the two com- 
panies said the creation of 
the new group would bring 
strong commercial benefits 
and create new opportunities, 
building on their respective 
market positions in the UK 
and France. 

Trade Indemnity's perfor- 
mance in (he second half of 
1995 has continued in line with 
management expectations, fol- 
lowing good first-half interims, 
the company said. 

Preliminary full-year results 
mil be published in the middle 
of this month. 

Paul Henri Denteuil, chair- 
man and chief executive of 
SFAC said: 

“We have recognised that 
the successful future develop- 
ment of international trade 
credit insurance requires the ca- 
pability to deliver genuinely 
mult-national risk coverage 
combined with locally provided 
service." 


expressed nervousness about 
his prospects given the fate 
of previous winners, wficrTtf- ‘ : 
elude Sir Ralph Halpera and 
Gerald Ratneri “None of - 
them are in jail Some are',- - 
still employed. One ortwo ’ 
are even doing quite well, 1 * 
he said. Even so, seUAsda. 

Staying with the footie - ■ 
theme, Peter Middleton, who 
moved recently from the . 
helm at Lloyds of London to 
the even more tucrative pas- 
tures of Salomon Brothers, 
faces a cruel choice this . 
weekend. He is a life-long 
Middlesbo rough supporter, 
yet has recently been spotted 
presenting post-match 
awards at Chelsea. 

Chelsea chairman . . 
Matthew Hardiog is a good 
friend of Middleton, who 
now lives hear the ground. 

On Sunday ’Borough take 
the coach down to Stamford 
Bridge - so which team will ji- 
be support? Middleton was . : 
keeping his head weft down 
on the subject yesterday- 

14 February is St Valeutines 
Day. Disturbingly, ii is also 
National Impotence Day. 
Whatever can this mean? 




— ■ 


Termer £ 

Pre-tax£ EPS 

Dividend ^.j; 

Peter Hack (Q 

692m (692m) 

B2m (8.4m) 1QH3P (10.66p) 1.37p{1-2ffl 


130m (£2 Sm} 


mat 

Ro§enlCoip(l) 

Oittn (1.68m) 

-124m (020m) -5.56p(0.9p) 

nri-l 

Scotswood tod* (F) 

0.72m (02am) 

029m (026m) 124p (0.85p) 

ipM 0 

Seted tads (1) 

0.46m (O.BQmJ 

-0.06m (-0.93m) -0.02p (-0.41p) ifl(tf) • — j 

WbtBMT Macfcay Lews (1) 127m (1.47m) 

0.11m (-0.16m) 1.6pi-2.7p) 

« it-) 

1 Wholesale FWtap ffl 

452m (39.3m) 

220m (1.02m) 1Dp(7.1Bp) 

32p(323p) 

j (F)-FM (I) - Interim 


| Unilever pours £76m Irish cuppa 

Unilever is growing its tea operations in the Irish Republic by 
acquiring a majority stake in the country's leading tea producer. 
The Anglo- Dutch group's Irish arm will pay Alliea-Domecq 
Ir£73.1m (£76.1m) for its 75 per cent stake in Lyons Irish. 

Lick of paint for Harrisons & Crosfield 

Harrisons & Crosfield is paying around $30m for Daniel Prod- 
ucts, a US producer of dispersions and additives lor the paint and 
coatings industry. Based in New Jersey, Daniel develops and man- 
ufactures a range of pigments and other dispersions used in paints, 
ft made pre-interest profits of $3. Ira on sales of S 24.3 in in 1994. 

Data Sciences to seeks listing 

IT specialist Data Sciences is to seek an official stock market list* . 
ing within three months, the company said yesterday. HambrtS* 
is financial adviser and James Capei stockbroker to the issue which 
is expected to raise around £40m and value the company at £80m- 

Baldwins shelves market plan 

Baldwins Industrial Services, the UK's third-Iargest mobile 
crane hire and lifting services business, is to shelve plans to come 
to the stock market. It said Lhc terms available were noi accept- 
able to family shareholders. 

Zeneca expands into Thailand 

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals has opened a joint venture to promote 
the drugs group’s products in Thailand. Ownership oi Zeneca 
Pharma Asiatic is shared with the East Asiatic (Thailand) Pub- 
lic Company, which has distributed Zeneca's products in Thai- 
land for 30 years. Current turnover in the country is over £4m a 
year. 

Roxboro pays $8m for US group 

Roxboro, the specialist electronics group, has acquired Pressure 
Systems of Virginia for $7.6m plus debt of up to $4m. The pri- 
vately-owned sensor and instrumentation company made pre-in- 
terest profits of $630,000 on turnover of $9.6m in the year to 
October. 

Clyde Blowers wins £5m contract 

Clyde Blowers, the specialist engineering group, has won a £5m 
contract to replace the precipitator ash handling plant at Scot- 
tish Power's Longannet power station. Between April 1996 and 
the first quarter of 1997, Clyde will supply and instal two 600- 
tonne storage silos, plus compressors, valves, pipework and btbsff . 
civil engineering work. 

Select industries cuts losses 

Cash-rich Select Industries said it was on the acquisition trail yes- 
terday after reducing losses in the six months to December from 
£931,000 to £55,000. The puncturc-proof wheel and tyre systems 
group has liquid assets of £5.1m including £4. 7m of rash, together 
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Tesco was caught in the stock- 
market check-out as Nat West 
securities cut its profit esti- 
2K'** P e ^ares fell 6.5p to 
*.92p when it became known 
the investment house was fret- 
tmg about squeezed margins, 
the petrol pnee “war" and the 
slowdown in the opening of 
new superstores. 

NatWesi has trimmed its 
forecast for the year ending this 
month to f 678m but it is the 
much more savage reductions 
it has made for the next two 
years which have intrigued the 
slock market. 

Next year's profit estimate 
□as been slashed by £37m to 
£726m and the following years 
by £69m to £774m. ** 

NafWesi's more cautious 
approach to the supermarket 
business left some of Tfesco’s ri- 
vals lower with Argyll, the 
Safeway chain, off 5.5 d to 
328p. 

The rest of the market failed 
to build on its recent strength. 


despite the well-signalled 
transatlantic interest rate cut. 
The FT-SE 100 index shaded 
6-5 points to 3,752.8 although 
supporting shares continued to 
edge ahead in brisk trading. 

Tfcade Indemnity was among 
the best movers with a 24p gain 
to 97p following the agreed 
£177m cash bid. Misys, the 
computer group, managed a 
62p gam to 637p following re- 
sults. 

Hanson continued to re- 
flect the market's surprising 
disenchantment with its four- 
way split. Once again the 
shares retreated in busy trad- 
ing with the price off’ 9p to 
193.7Sp. 

But Rolls-Royce climbed 
4.5p to 208Jp on the Hen- 
derson Crosthwaile target of 
240p and Cable & Wireless, up 
7.5p to 452p, was supported fcy 
a Merrill Lynch recommenda- 
tion. 

Takeover hopes again 
glowed at Yorkshire Electric- 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


Hy with indications a US strike 
was near. The shares gained 
17p to 736p. It is suspected un- 
derwriting for the offer is well 
advanced. A strike is expected 
early next week. 

And Perpetual, the fund 
manager, scornfully shrugged 
aside talk that bid speculation 
was “complete nonsense", 
jumping another 50p to a new 
peak of 2,183p. 

Christie International held 
at 208p as Peter Blythe, the 
auctioneer’s deputy finance 
director, said he was at a loss 
to explain the share build-up 
of Bahamas-based Joseph 
Lewis who has 28.73 per cent 
through his Abel vehicle. 

Mr Lewis, who started buy- 


ing two years ago, has said he 
is a long-term investor. But his 
continuing bidding for the auc- 
tioneers shares has provoked 
thoughts he may have more 
ambitious plans. 

Reed International, off 24p 
to 1.012p, was allegedly hit by 
negative comments from ABN 
Amro Hoare Govern. But the 
securities house denied it had 
adopted a cautious approach. 

WDsbaw. the engineer which 
has been in ragged retreat 
since peaking at 80p in Sep- 
tember, bounced 5p to 45p as 
the company declared it could 
“see no justification" for the 
share slump. 

Last year WUshaw produced 
£5.1 m: around £6.5m is ex- 
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pccted for the current year. Re- 
ports that Elektrowatt, the 
Swiss electricity generator, had 
put its stakes in Eurodts Elec- 
tron and Unitech up for sale 
produced little excitement. 
Eurodis, where the Swiss 
group is sitting on 42 per cent, 
gained lip to 303p. Unitech, 
with a 29.25 per cent Swiss in- 
volvement. held at 480p. 

Dean Corporation, the little 
AIM-traded property services 
group, rose 2p to a 13p peak 
on its expansion hopes and 
Middlesex, the metals group, 
held at 8 J!5p on talk Sir David 
Alliance, already deeply in- 
volved, was planning to sharply 
increase his interest 

Ashbourne, the nursing 
homes chain, rose 7p to 141p 
as Sun Healthcare, the US 
group, lifted its interest to 
23.9 per cent, by buying 2.1 mil- 
lion shares. 

The bio-babes had a wound- 
ing session as CeOtech slumped 
163p to 5 ISp as its asthma drug 
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was withdrawn after the latest 
trials. However, British 
Biotech displayed remarkable 
resilience,- after crashing 270p 
the shares closed at 2,1 13p, a 
mere lOp decline. 

Others were not so fortu- 
nate. Cortecs International 

dived 22p to 222p and Cantab 
Pharmaceuticals lost 35p to 
470p. Stanford Rook plunged 
40p to 433p. 

Bui ML Laboratories 
firmed to 454p. There is talk 
of an investment presentation 
□ext week. 

ERF, the tony maker, re- 
versed 60p to 182p on its prof- 
it warning. Vibroplanl was 
another profit warning casu- 
alty, off lip at 86p. Boardroom 
departures lowered Regent 
Corporation, a stru gg ling 
housebuilder, 0.5p 10 4p. 

FameU, the electrical dis- 
tributor, encountering City op- 
position to its US takeover, 
gained 21p to 667p as sup- 
porters stocked up. 


□ Memory Corporation, with 
a system for revitalising de- 
fective computer chips, 
jumped 27p to 450p as UBS 
put its undoubted weight be- 
hind the blue-sky AIM-traded 
group. 

Analyst Ross Jobber said his 
target price was £10 a share 
by early 199$. They bare fall- 
en from a 5S3p peak in Sep- 
tember. Mr Jobber said 
Memory was moving into 
profitability and was set to 
powerful returns after 
its initial development losses. 
A US share quote is likely 
later this yean 

CH Bardon. the aggregates 
group, rose another 2p to 
■WjSp in another session of 
heavy trading. The shares 
have risen from 23p in No- 
vember. Camas, the road- 
stone group once part of 
English China Clays, has 
emerged as the likely bidder. 
Its share held at 83p. 
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walks 


sport 


m the sprint 



C atherine Murphy looks 
yeiy lik'ely to add the 
200 metres indoor 


title thfc*«kend lo the outdoor 
version^ vpn summer- It 
•will serve to reinforce her sta- 
' ms as onftof British athletics’ 
outstanding young talents. 

Last season was Murphy’s 
first as a senior - she only 
turned 20 last September - and 
her victory in Birmingham qual- 
ified her for an, appearance at 
the World Championships, 
where she ran against the likes 
of Merlene Ottey and Irina 
Privalova in the relay. 

At last Saturday's match 
against Russia she lowered her 
indddr personal best to 
f 23.46sec, a Welsh record, and 
dose to her outdoor best of 


Mike Rowbottom meets a burgeoning 
talent who is set to make an impact at 
this weekend's AAA Indoor Championships 

ingly. has become a favoured 
pastime. 


advice and support. Richard 


Murphy, however, has al- 
demoi 


ready demonstrated her staying 
power. Her last AAA indoor 
sprint title was won six years ago. 
and in the intervening lime she 
encountered a run of injuries - 
to hamstring, knee and ankle - 
which virtually wiped out two 
seasons. Female aLhletes aged 
15 or 16 are notoriously prone 


Simmons, the national sprint 
ofMc 


23.40; the Olympic qualifying 
fully with- 


mark of 23 24 looks 
in her capabilities. 

These are exciting times for 
Mfljph y. Exciting, and ex- 
btflSing. She is currently at full 
Stretch in her efforts lo combine 
athletics, for which she trains 
five nights a week, with serious 
studying: she is half-way 
through a three-year law degree 
at Brunei University. 

Having dealt, with criminal 
and family law, she has had the 
luxury of a week’s break before 
this weekend's competition. 
Then it is back to university to 
acquaint herself fully with court 
procedure, rules of property 
and US constitutional law. 

“By the time I have studied 
in the day and trained at night, 
there isn't room for much else,” 
she said. Sleeping, not surpris- 


‘I used to think 
that I was only 
winning because 
I was so tall’ 


lo dropping oul of the sport, but 
Murphy has hung in there. 

“I always knew that I was ca- 
pable of beating the people 
who were winning while T was 
injured,” she said. “Although I 
didn't expect logo as high as this 
when I was older; I used to think 
1 was only winning my races be- 
cause 1 was so taU for my age." 

Murphy's career began to 
revive two years ago, when she 
joined Mike McFarlane’s train- 
ing group at Haringey. John 
Regis, Tboy Jarre tt and, more 
recently, the Commonwealth 
Games finalist Geraldine 
McLeod have all helped with 


coach, sees the strength of Me 
Farlane’s group as one of the 
major reasons for her success in 
the past 18 raomhs. 

“She is also reaping the ben- 
efits now for a strength training 
programme she started on two 
years ago,” Simmons said. “That 
is a very important factor for 
women, but for many of them 
it is quite a step to go into a 
weights room and take on that 
kind of work. 

“She still needs lo work on 
her speed base; her times for 60 
and 100 metres are not that 
good. But in the long-term she 
has got outstanding potential in 
the 400 metres, which could turn 
out to be her best event. 

“Catherine is a big talent. She 
has made a lot of progress in the 
last 12 months, and it shows no 
sign of stopping. She hasn't 
done a Jot of preparation for an 
indoor season but she is going 
well already." 

Murphy has also received 
enormous support from her 
parents. Judy and Eamon, who 
were both athletes of note 
themselves. Her mother was 
Welsh 100 yards champion at 14; 
her lather was the Staffordshire 
county long jump champion. 

Not surprisingly, the Murphy 
household - in Heme! Hemp- 
stead - has always followed 
athletics with interest. “I re- 



Keep on running: Catherine Murphy prepares outdoors for her 200m indoor challenge 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


member sitting watching the 
1984 Olympics," she said. “My 
parents couldn’t get me away 
from the television.” Twelve 
years on she could be even more 
closely involved in the Games. 

Murphy’s re-emergence in 
the past two years has been wel- 
comed by Keith Antoine, who 
coaches her main rival, the 21- 
year-old Katharine Merry. 


“Catherine has made a good 
step up from the junior ranks," 
Antoine said. “It all adds to the 
competition. The next genera- 
tion are coming along and say- 
ing: ‘We intend to take over.' 
That has got to be good for the 
event in this country." 

Merry is still recovering from 
an operation she had after 
Christmas on her calf, but she 


is back in training and looking 
forward to challenging for an 
Olympic place. With Paula 
Thomas in decent form after a 
recent training break in South 
Africa, Britain could have three 
women 200m runners in a ma- 
jor championships for the first 
time in several years. 

That is the sort of base from 
which it is possible to strike out 


towards individual internation- 
al medals... but for now. Mur- 
phy is simply concentrating on 
stepping into the Olympic are- 
na. Another title in Birmingham 
on Sunday will keep her mov- 
ing in the right direction. At 5 ft 
8in - tall, but not outstanding- 
ly so - she is finally being per- 
suaded that her success is down 
to more than her height. 


Henman 
reaches 
first Tour 
semi-final 


Tennis 


Tim Henman beat his Davis 
Cup colleague, Mark Pelchey, 
6-1. 7-6 in the quarter-finals of 
the Shanghai Open yesterday lo 
reach the semi-finals of an ATP 
Tour event for the first lime. 

The 21-year-old second seed. 
No 84 in the world, is now al- 
most almost certain to climb 
into the top 70 in the rankings 
to be announced later this 
month, even if he makes no fur- 
ther progress. Henman will 
play the No 6 seed, Andrei Ol- 
hovskiy. probably tomorrow. 

The top seed, Jeff Tarango, 
beat Danny Sapsford 5-7. 6-0, 
6-3 in the second round, his sec- 
ond successive victory over a 
British player. Tarango beat 
Jeremy Bates in straight sets in 
the first round on Tuesday. 

Monica Seles, showing no af- 
tereffects of the shoulder injury 
which forced her out of the dou- 
bles. cruised ink) the quarter-fi- 
nals of the Pan Pacific indoor 
tournament in Tokyo. Seles, 
playing her first match since she 
won the .Australian Open, de- 
feated the unseeded Romanian 
Irina Spiriea 6-4. 6-2 in b5 min- 
utes. Seles takes on the eighth 
seed, Iva MajoLi. in the next 
round. Majoli defeated Brenda 
Schultz-McCarthy 7-6, 7-5. 

In other second-round match- 
es, the 15-year-old Swiss Marti- 
na Hingis easily defeated Ai 
Sugiyama, beating the imseeded 
Japanese 6-0. 6-3. Hingis next 
meets Naoko Sawamatsu. who 
surprisingly beat the No 4 seed. 
Kimiko Date, on Wednesday. 
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Weather may blow Cure to Leopardstown 


Racing 


JOHN COBB 


With frost nipping prospects for 
tomorrow’s turf racing in 
Britain, the focal point for 
those hoping for Cheltenham 
clues looks likely to be Leop- 
ardst own’s meeting on Sunday, 
featuring the Gold Cup aspi- 
rants Master Oats and Jodami 


>• 

ae 


¥ 


tjjtonsieur Le Oire may also 


make the line-up, but his own- 
er, Hector Brown, is wary of 
making the trip to Ireland after 
his horse had an expensive ex- 
cursion there last year fix a Pun- 
chestown meeting which was 
subsequently abandoned. The 
Agfa Diamond Chase at San- 
down is the immediate option. 

“Monsieur Le Cure is very 
well and John Edwards is keen 
for him to have a run before 
Cheltenham," Brown said. “Af- 


ter this weekend we have the 
Jim Ford Chase at Win can ton 
and then the Racing Bast Chase 
and GreenaDs at Haydock at the 
end of February as options. 

“I think he demonstrated 
last time [behind One Man] that 
he is out of the top drawer. We 
don’t like to miss a race, but 
Gold Cup day at Cheltenham is 
what is uppermost m our mind." 

Both Monsieur Le Cure and 
Master Oats would be suited by 


ground in Ireland, but the 
ictiort of yielding going at 


Leopardstown is not as irapor- 
• foi 


tant to connections as the fore- 
cast of what the weather may do 
to the weekend s fixtures. ‘ 
Leopardstown looks safe 
with milder weather on the 
way for Sunday, but Sandown 
and Chepstow’s Saturday cards 
are threatened after the return 
of frosty conditions. Sandown 's 
clerk of the course. Andrew 


Cooper, said: “We will cover up 
but you can’t cover the whole 
course. I think it is inevitable 
that we will have an inspection 
on Saturday morning." 

Prospects at Wetherby are 
brighter but there will be an in- 
spection there this morning to 
confirm local optimism. 

If Sandown goes ahead, Adri- 
an Maguire will return to the 
saddle, providing he can con- 
vince the racecourse doctor 


that his knee injury has healed. 

r Percy Smollett, 


“1 hope to ride 
Pharanear, Biliygoat Gruff and 
Martin's Lamp - four nice hors- 
es, aren’t they?" Maguire said. 

Denymoyie emerged victo- 
rious over fellow Champion 
Hurdle outsiders Balawhar and 
Tiananmen Square at Pun- 
chestowu yesterday, but is as 
likely to contest the Slayers' 
Hurdle at the Festival as the 
main event. 


On his first day with a training 
licence, Tim Easterby made his 
mark at Sedgefield yesterday 
with the victory of Bridle Path 
in the novices’ hurdle. 

Easterby, 33, stepped into the 
shoes of his father, Peter, who 
retired on Wednesday. The 66- 
year-old is the only modern-day 
trainer to reach 1,000 winners 
both on the Flat and in National 
Hunt racing. His last and 
1,002nd jumping success - Bal- 


hemoch - was eight days ago 
also at Sedgefield" 

“I'm delighted to have done 
it so quickly, even though it was 
unexpected" Easterby said- “I 
knew the horse was fit but I didn't 
think he’d be good enough-" 
The rookie trainer’s best 
chances of landing a major 
event in his first season rest with 
Thornton Gate, a probable run- 
ner in the Tote Gold Trophy at 
Newburv tomorrow week. 
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RESULTS 


UNGF1ELD 

3.50: 2- AHZKJ (D R McCabe) 7-2; 2. In- 
herent Mage 15-8, 3. Utt Boy 10-1. 5 mn. 
M few Star Talent V*. nk. (B Paw*. 
UnpsfeU). Tots: 1330. £3-50, £130. Duel 
Forecast £4.20. Ctem[Mer Straight (forecast 
£10.11, NR: Hard To Figure. 

230: 3- HEKJHTH OF FAME II Fortune) 
7-1: 2. MBtak 5-1; 3. Northern nw 9-2 
far; 4. CaptWn M a rmal ad e 11-1. 18 ran. 
Shi-hd. 3'b. fAJ Wilson. Cheltenham). Tote: 
£lil0; £170. £L10. £3JB0, £2.00. DF: 
£30.40. CSP. £46.76. Titan* £17336. Tito: 
£3630. 

SLSO: 3- PttMCE DANZM U Werner) 11 - 
4: 2. Pragreastan 5-6 ten 3- fted Specta- 
cle 8 -L 7 ran. iy*. lVa. (D Murray smith. 
Upper Lambtitrn]. Tote: £3.60; £130. 
£3-10. DF: £230. CSFi £535. 

330: X. BLUE FLYER 0 Wearer] 4-5 tar; 

. 2. Lancashire Legend 8 -L 3. Raw! 8 -L 8 
ran. 2 Vj. 1%. (R ingrain, Ftskerttm). Tote: 
£160; £110, £2.40. £150. DP £640. CSF: 
£8.14. - 

330: L ROBELUON (R Cochrane) 4-L 
2 . ZaUd 1&L3- Explosive Ffower 13-8 far. 
12 res. 2 V 3 . M. ID Artwlhnot. Compton). 
Tata: £6-10; £2.50. £2.70, £L20. DP 


vn r. ■ 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: King's Gold . 
(Folkestone 3JXJ) 
NB: Matamoros 
(Folkestone UjO) 


£3340. CSF: £4437. TWcast £8530. Tha 
£53.90. NRs*. Ai Start. Sweet Attegancs. 

430: 3. DffiPAST ft* DwyJonoO 100- 
SCLLRwOf Spade* ll-L 3- th«am Car- 
der 16- L 12 ran. U-fi fev Mr Fn»ty 1 5th). 
fefc. 4. [R O-Sutoren, Bofftor Rwjs). Tote: 
. £4.60; £L40. £230. £9.00. DP £1800. 
CSF: £2235. Trcast £249.44. Tito £ 100 . 00 . 
fiJtortng a stewHnfc’ mqirry, Montone wf» 
frfched faiKh was rferwaifled and placed last. 
£11.97140 - part won. Port of 
‘ 1 earned forward to Somnwafl n>- 


£4.40. Ptocepet: £14.90. 
Kmc Sc £8.40. Place 6 : £2437. 


* 


SEDGEFIELD 

UK t. GRATE DEB. (H Supple) 8-Si 2. 
Buyer* Dream 2-1 tew; 3. Ws* MMpeda 
3-1 7 ran. 7, 10. (P Beaumont. Brandsfig. 

7 Jota £620: £2.10, £130. OF: £7.70. CSP 

£1£5& 7r»f £730. NRe mm. One More 

B4, J PetyStar. 

.140: 1 REVE DE VALSE IB Hanfinfl 7- 
L2. Nodtorai Wtomter 4-5 hOtew" 

^17arLJ^ U {DBfflsSmrt. astaP^ij*- 

rtadl. Tate: £1030; £3.30, £L70. DF; 
W-ia CSF: £14.00. TncasC £2934. Trw 

OJCL N&t Easter Baby. Kaban. White- 


i*uran ce 


fa 


210*3. STOP THEWAlLHt (P CflAwy) 
,M OR 2. JwHteQ 3. Rusal an OaMIft 

I? V *tort2J0; £L50. LL10. DF: 030. 

Sf: £1137. Tncasc £2120- Tno: £530. 
Wt Haa»n(y CtOzen. frish Gert. Llw Mm- 
amtifcharfcon, Shui Saor. 
i U- 

♦WS5-2. Ftaat Bast 7-L S. 1M Ga*. 

WAreiar 8 -L 13 ran. 11-4 it-SwCuait 


Dp 


up). IV*. 20. 0 H Johnson, 

Site £4.70;; 


130. CSF: £24.02. Tito £24.70. NRe 

. .nn. Perfect lj^tl RurtmR. 

Wft L H!S WAY (M -A RtJgerakfl 11^ 

CJ H Johnson. QaxfQ. 
£6.10. DF: B.60.CSP 

• gjag r^Roch'6 Gem. Wony-Mp, Now 


j40ri-8fipt£ WTO iLV»M 6-L 2> 
--flSreeway 1-4 fav: 3. Stre^lon£ 12- 
Eaaertv, »4a«onJ. Tote : 
aSTDR £?-3C. CSf: 
gJJjgwg30. NRs: Generrf Muck, Pta- 

WUA (B ssorayj 11-4; 

TnMdMMne- 

*1 *89.i 


. HO, 20. (Denys State, 




: v^M-nu, CSF: £20.37'. TricasC 
NRc Bamplar. tzza. tw^ 


«90- 
Ptac* 6 : £834. 

Morris has been sus- 
■two'days for asiiig her 
,en- 


Bey, third in the open- 
m S Ea ^ at Lm^Etcld yesterday. 


SOUTHWELL 


2j 00 Seekhig Destiny 
230 AmboybU 
3j 00 ASHOVER (nap) 


HYPERION 
3^0 Reploy 
4-00 Harry (rib) 
430 Sea God 


GOING: Standard. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: low ben for Sfto im. 

OTALLS: Inrtde. 

■ FTbresand surface; leA-hand sharp, ora) course. 

■ Racecourse is 3 miles south-east of town and 5 miles west of Newark m RoUeston. 
KoOesum Junction reBtrsy station adjoins the course. ADMISSION: Club & 12; Toner- 
sails SC (OAP members of course's Diamond dub 54, accompanied under- 1 60 free). 
GAB BAKE FVee. 


FCMMOUBE 

laa year. Athmier non his first two sons, here tor Kimteley Had and Die psrtnercfip caifl ael srage a 
mpea toflowng mar sra^stonianJ stores 11 flays ago- Ashorer mgn im Iws waren a gem flea l 
tfUX0i, anfl adl fmfl Ue Mugnw Iran 90) higher 0 the handcar ADALOALDO has gflhe up 9b for «n- 
nlng a naaen harwrap an hs bit ounng for John ftrtes- that unproved psrformoncB ptoterty a raaii 
0 } bong gsfoaO cro a M scenery, Ihetami may new amura to much hut. noshes come Boofl. 

MatoaUo rS0s be n a poabon to male the meet rt o* 2Db he recenes from ASxva. Nh Vintage 
cammanos respect, aspeoafly wfli Jeson Wsawr coming o tor the nee. It Non VHags fnprows as nwh 
on the Rar as he has Bone o*w iMtoes ttvs uvaar. Die omen w* be up afpma c Horn ha e a usefol 
jumper, tno. «h at-neaflwr fbi wos to te craft. Lite Non Vintage ne comes has fating ft. Modest 
Hope is ahoys capable ai paptwg up o bus sort 01 race, as ne snowea by bear* mo tanwBEn » Mo- 
rtarty SB) wwse oltl on 12 JflmHry. Mr Monany's tra«f. flay Bovnne, ana nre NoUd CiKirts. a fgfrt- 
lyiacefl fijrtiho can finite more proranenfly new tfw fficMes ho bsr hanttop. The matter rrejyn. ixicate 
tf Rohn Basaian has BATbrsona* aivrfiere near raaay fa tlta frnl nai bach «i 8nan after a tpel it 
Dubai, and whether the swai-year-olfl letans much of the SWky that vmn him fbu races for John G 06 - 
den back it 1992. SeiecteK AfULOVCO 




fl qnl OLD CUPSTONE MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^450 added 3Y01m3f Penalty VSUue £2£98 


■ US&DING TRAINERS WITH BONNERS: D Oiapriua - 41 nfnners Doin -100 tiuuhss 
grtes a success talk) of 104)% and a teas to all lew) sake of 5 125-74; R BaUbisbead - 36 
winners, 368 runners, 9Xm> -6138^8 Norton -35 wiwws. 172 rerawra, SfL.'Wt, +L»A'J-. 
S Bowrtef - 35 women, 252 runners, 115%, +£3.63. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Oaten - 41 wins. 484 rides. 8.5%. -421 6.43; L Dettori - 39 
wire, J86 rides. 21.1%. -A33^4; J Weww- 38 wins. 20S rides. Ifk3%. +£2631; Dean 
HeKeown -34 wins. 382 rides. 13-0%, -472.08. 

BUN KERED FIRST HUE; D u r um (4.00), Ifiss CartUl ivtaoreri. 430]. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN HASS: CUmung Bang (230) « Ktefichlp Boy (430) 
both wan here on Fritter. , 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: AxaboyMD (230) has been sew 206 miles by B Simpson 
bam We* Bodctand; MOae (2.30) jam 148 miles by TJ Naught on from Epsom. 


02- 8MJ06 (62) (A Us A Moitten) M XOnaor 9 0 


00400-0 lUHOUANIE IAD (25) IMaffie Oloote) M Chapmai 9 0 
03000- OVERSMAN f7D) OAafljjesa ae MoiBtate) i RtTCoak) 90 
M> SWPMWi|23)IPUfr«em5)NSmm90 
OOO HASAHKA (10) fC I Hentyl S Httams 8 9 


6- KATS LADV (248} (Ms S Campon) S Campon 8 9 



46-2 RB83V (30) (S Wngfrelfl Lord HusngKr 8 B.. 

- 7 declared - 


Dean McKanm 1 
_L Dettori 0 


2J00 


HALHAM HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,200 aiWed 3YO 0f Pered- 
ItyVMie £2,780 

1102-51 CMUBANfi BANS (7) (C) (D) flaiCra«4Dnfl JBeny99(7exJ Cbwltar{7)4 

1303 HM) OF UGHT C14) (C) Mrs 0 Miel R Sues! 9 7 Fl|ncb(7)l 

4224X 6C OF BOOSt (14)U Bb® 3D) T D tenon B 12 JFrabaM7 

3046-44 F0RB1AN (7) (Times of W^n) W (TGaitnan 8 10 Emma OEonaao 2 

0430-0 CHL1AU (14) (Bnar PUik) J Le#i S 6 Dean McKwao 5 


000041 MtSSCAfoTnOCpO] (D)(F8a«4*Je*0]MR^»l85(TBxj 


000031 Sffl»»DStwy (14) (CD) (Ust»eOToo*0M Chernaia 4. 

BETTHG: 3-1 CMBbaod Bang, 7-2 Seeking Dertiny, 4-1 IBs* Carottane, 9-2 For 
Bother, 7-1 Nad of W 25-1 CWaa 
1936: no coriE sp wdne race 



BETTWB: 10-11 Baploy.»* teto. 7-2 Ove rom n, 14-1 IMWande lad, 33-1 SHyra, 501 HaTt 
lady, Dtesaflaa 

1966; Shaft Of 3 9 0 L Dettort lOll (lord Huntr^toni 10 ran 

FORM OUSE 

There & piarty cA surma on the dam's sw of REPUPTs patgee (she's out of a half saner m Rather 
H0a ate has produced wnraq; sayws RfiBuch snfl JonsafaD so she sriaufd be suted by (be slep « 10 
11 fortongs ato staying on a*o second txhnO Doctor Brawns ow an aoendao mie m WohertaTplcn 
a mortm ag>. htipipwi&»*h erpenence and Franhe Detton's only nde, Replay has Bates am Omnaian 
10 tea. AWw# last of 19 bwma the useful DusHyanor a AftHWigham on fa oeou tea autumn, Bate 
shewed M car pn* up a race or nw by ftvsha^ second to BcUa's Boy at Wohahempim (a race nm n a 
ftsrar ume than Repky'si. LAe Lord Huntmgjon's Hy. Batos has mom tor anprovemem. La* of a recent 
outtng floes not hap. but Orerjidn can wn ttas rl ha thin) beturei Cwmentaiia aid lacs Jerrmfp here iTn 
last Hmmar s anymg to gp try. Otmanan ves tafong on a» ai-fara iwses Her day flartn non neowne 
out) and he 0*1 n«@a the run of ma race amen oearan n a nursay hereon ns teal n/i last year. 
Satectew REFlOy 


,6-1 W of 


NEW BAUIBnON SELLING SHAKES (CLASS F)£3/f50 added 
im 3f Penalty Value £2^38 
1 00401- KSMEHM (37) CMss M E teefond) W Ra0i 6 9 5 3&«flbti(5) 2 


4.00 



2 006-135 K0MBMAI1E(7) P3W ,s 2De6rare)SREtaHine4 93 

3 4QO-35 HJVEEN DO) (Fat Bop rteong) J tWhfle 6 9 0 

4 034503 HARRY (15) (Simon T leans' A J tfteon 69 0 


-C Tea®* (Q 12 
M Tafabutt 6 


-J RAM 11 

5 0200-24 HAvyWAM (M) (C) (OF) (North West Racing Oanere CUJ E Alston 10 90 IWewerl 

6 040302 NO SUffiKSSKW (USA) (14) (C) n S Rafttan) D Chapman 10 90 ACofoam7 

7 006000 RAKOWWALK(9)(TGHConstnicuonlid)iOShea690 — IQattaalO 


E 3050-41 SMRP GA2B1E (M) (CD) (M i Sanwefl B Smart 6 9 0- 
9 03440-4 WSHTTRCCtS) (D BettOeyi A Sreerar 4 3 12. 


_R Cochrane 8 
INeaton (5)4 


10 221550 1RUSLE (15) (Ben Pixodi) C Tbormi 4 B 12 

11 54 i«SSaSHWL(MIftfrSAGf*WloriJD7tern5SR_ 


12 255060 MKHQRBIA (4) (MB J F Wchrtwl J A Hams 4 6 7 . 

- 12 declared - 


. JJcdn McKnowi 3 

MMe9 

— SDWwiS 


aln tt Lmdted and nheiher she flrties the penalty in®* depend upon htra she copes wth das slower aa- 
fan. 

BE OF BOTHER 


BB1MB 7-2 Sh^f 6wte 4J. No SrtMteoa. 11-2 Hny, 6-1 Kontewtev B-l Dmean, 9-1 Hnhri, 
20-1 KmhMb, 12-1 KreiafiR, MgattOB. 14-1 TmMa, IM often 

1996: KtetgTme 4 9 2 M Fenton 9-4 (Mrs N 



230 


LANGFORD APPRENTICE CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3«450 added 7f Poalty Value £2^98 



J597. 


-Fljmehl 


_T Asrtay 5 


Jena Wends 3 


iMBH IRA RnpeWTJtagflM 1 597 - 
mBHl OS) p (Nj^l Gay& Benswl G Basy) R antpaxi 5 9 1 . 

I BflEYCW) (R L^i) J Bary483 l«no#lfcW*(S)8 

‘ )AMite4nf461 fifedfoaer4 

JASreerer 58 1 DS»ee«fl-(3)2 

- 6 1 

, 7-1 Nttttera Q«y, M-l Dasart Mao, 2M Roa» 



op end seems ft faa tonn, wk& s 
L homer, s SURF GAZCUE, Ms 


jm Wfcon and Jrnmv Fortuia teamed up d mn the sding haiscep a LneflHd i«ie«9 wfien Hegmi 
Of fiww Mcfted out Mhah, a result lha streqgmres Die dams a the Mson-naned Hany here, utsk 
and Keighttt Of Fane fmaliefl Mhar afle of Hary t\ at eafier lingfiefo seta w (temTs Marc - who 
m his at fa the fam hy^ Wtemg up ^ a amMons race. Dsoutefed after Demg B »t a harefcap 

harp tw ycais agi vtw uaned by Paul Ketan 
more tfun oan se sod fa a rubber cf ihesa. An 

held on tram Saras iperhap? a dourtd aayefl ow , ... 

beater but mgs be good enragh wee more wn flouta atew saw of the oppDGdinUMiMain Wi no 
S temteston haw nr a bfl flat Istdy and ms mp m* wee* them, am ritontauta atal has atea 
maw ftwflSOfnreperrt-oFww-Ai laata 

ly Dancer ai HWuerhansidii tedt ft Ofldtef and b noa «th Ptany Dancers tresef, W He hog 

rtai 6 booed » van a ml dtenmg Inei reus here, ms os end tha company «rrw 
suEet for MfM Tima than me aaended mde he tacUed s a maaen a Vtowthampmn on he aea 
aaftSatodten: SHARP GAZEUf 


te«fgi»MaiDi^B(tate^Und^t»racesa8i)Betoretini5ltngaciose |Q) 



LADBROKE ALL-WEAIHER SERIES HANDICAP (QUALfflER) 
(CLASS EJ £4,200 added lm Penalty Value £3,023 


1 56600-2 MASlHlBBASUSDtl3)W(BR(M5EJWBiams)PEiianB6912 

2 006035- TMBU(46)KWta^ GYtaffiG99 _- 

3 113004) ROAR ONTOUH p® (W(BR (Mb 501*^4 Ms MtaeleyT 98 A 


4 

17)5 

6 


MANSFIELD HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4200 added lm 4f 

3<mi 13. Htartmra (8)9 

WSSSh VteUWayS 

435000- I WeworO 

200324- IRrtaraT 

113303- GBaRted4 

00305-1 ADAUW^ B BctarenB 9B8 - — CTaapramifl 

(ffi-162 NKenaeflyl 

0006- lOnteiS 


4 Doom 

5 241042 lE8AL)8St)Etlll(aW3ie«a*)WHft#493 . — 

6. 00013-4 jteUMg>(7)(CTlBittS0rtBMcMflhcn4Bl3 — -r ^rr: r -^?*** ? 

7 351000 HAIM OBHBffi (IX) (P) lArmOriaw Jocfoey9 tetafS M Hamreemo 5 8,13 — RWnl 

8 30-5400 IQUAflO (7) (CP) (K WcWfeJ S Bwng 

9 00003-5 SEA3P0U5EI28) WS9ffi SeasBa ^MBan5hanl586 

10 005-452 SEA60Dt7)(MraBtaiaiHOHpwn581 _ — 

11 020000 CHEaffaaH00M(ll)(BBCah <SHaiM WE5f 13 NKaaaeit|2 

BETIWG: 11-4 Sea God, 7^2 Mngtrtp Bfllfr M EaSer Beveled, 11-2 TMfn, B-l Legal Issoa, B-l 
Aquado, 12-1 Boor On Tour, SeaSpoflft, M-l ettm 
19»ret«tS¥onteErai* 


Nona of the 
ordtteaoncfthemie 


jMBaM{$2 


I in a bfa» aten KW6HRP BOT made al IP oomptete his na-tnch m the sec- 
j tm tea Fndayand. aflhou^i a bwol tfweai mate more tfa race rt 
! being a total of lOBjtqjv 
Jhuffftp Bur here 
i agp, Sea God 
nmoaConasam 
rftrftlHaSUfr 


wasMfBssas.. 


Iran 



NCtebteS 


FOLKESTONE 


2.40 


HYPERION 

UO Tragic Hero 1-40 Pete The Parson 2JO «gh< 
est Roots 240 Malawi 3JO Krigi GoM 340 Man- 
aree HO Checks And Stripes 


INSPECTION: 7am 

GOING: Good (Good lo Soil on hurdles course, bui hoUi 
courses are frozen in pbicea). 

M Right-hand, undulaimg course vrlih a run-m of one forking 
■ Raoeeottrw Is 6 miles west of town of! A20. Wcebenhangcr raih 
way station (rannee from London, Charing Cross) axioms course. 
ADMISSION; Club ilS (under- 1 6s freer. Tatunalb SB. 60. CAR 
PARK: Free; Course Enckwurv £4, plus 14 for each ocrapaiu. 


KENT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
E&fiOO 3m 2f 
001201 CH. D£ BfaON (HD (58) F Dounen till 6 12 0 -A Knudral 

2IX2P3rf KMANSB1 US) C Egsnpn 10 11 13 J A McCarthy 

5FD440 DO BE BHff OO) Mis J Rtnan 11 11 0 WUareton 

32122/U- Ufa MARMB (463) 5 Swtapofl 11 10 11 GBodtey 

231B6-6 DGSPBIAIE (2B) 0 Stavuood 8 10 9 lOtbone 


IB-3211 MAIAM(28)WBediel620B. 


U1121 6QUTYPlAYK(52)(CD)RCutft 1110 ?. 


.ASSaftb 


<H>4052 AffflO CHURS (IB) (CO) JGdtwl 10 106 — ±fepe*(5) 
-Bdedvrt- 

BETHN8: MCWrt Brian, 7-2 Matevd, 6-1 Equity Meyer, 6-1 Deeper- 
ate, B-l Aflrto Chflone, 10-1 Do Be Brief, J2-1 otters 


SIS 


RACM8 

creuraa. 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE WNNERS: Nteerxkrm (Alfl) A ADo George 
13.101 have been sem 268 miles by A Newrambe from Varnseombe. 
Devon; Uolaeel (2.40) has been sew 337 miles by W Ueihefl from 
Amolri Hnmbemde. 


I H-Bi-B. GOODWINS HANDICAP HURDLE 
I (CLASS F) £2^650 2m If 110yds 

2024-34 FOftGEIHJL (64) DBtKhel 7 11 10 DJBurehel 


3.10 


3611 YUBRALEE (USA) (71J P) MRjk-4 118 0 

0P5131 HAWTHORNE Grat (9) (19) Us Mlone9U6(7a| 


.B FMtH (3) 


4 4Al VALENTINE GORTON MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3j000 4YO 2m If 110yds 


OPO-623 WNffS BOLD (30) Mrs L Ftotams b 11 3 MHfchw* 

553450 1HUH00L (9) (CD) RH(*w8113 


33-5000 MPE 0 TWEE (20) A NOKOnte 7 11 0 . 


.A P McCoy 

RP&42& THE ABC CAPtAli (318) & Shenood 9 10 11 -0 teat (7) 
4PCPW MOflE OF IT M fibers 11 10 10 CUeweiyn 


ANAUKUE P Mlchd 11 0 . 


J) DuMOOdy 


064320 REESSIBU GUNNER (8) 9 Hod^s 6 10 2 — 

-T 


(5) 


1 

3 

4 

5 

BG TREAT P Had UO 

30 SON VOYAGE (USA) (30} D toss* U D ... 

CUUUIAL ICON (USA) PUtttal 110 — 
m iwmur n nmuh 11 n 

_£Hmtond(3) 
— IRX&amgt 

1 Osborne 

. ..a Leekv 

6 

BR3UStVEASS84BUr A James 110 

WUa^o 

7 

P «*n»eauaMp7i nRmriK 11 n. . 

GBradqi 

6 

MATAMOROS G Honepod 110 

MRUhants 

9 

5 RCffALRA8S(T&3)C Nash 110 

DGeflartw 

10 

P3 SABH* (RQ (16) R Hoflges 11 0 

WMcforiend 

11 

06 SUGMTUf SOUL U23JS Dow UO 

..jADteben 

12 

23 

14 

430 THE QUADS (9) J Ffcch-Hetns 11 0 

P TORCH VERT (82) N WaMf 11 0 

■ A P McCQy 
.... p HMd 

\ff> TRACK 110. 

DBridgnofar 

15 

16 

P BXJPTSCURUEIlQDCrBienlOP ... 

_^_CUeweOyn 

uantiMPTn m Cjan in Q 

J Ryan 

17 

UHCamiCN IVntmnninQ 

11 A RtrgeraU 

18 

19 

20 

BOTH 

raweanMiucyin inn 

JDooHM 

ainei«ui,nit»ing 

...~0Ho»o(3) 

WtCCVWS 1 Ml Arc in Q 

S Curran (3) 

- 20 dedared - 

«c M Tla*: Horn, 4-1 Deynriar.fi-lltoaMrtc. 

Matamonw, 10- 


10 1P05-03 LOFTY DEB) (USA) (28) W Mteson 6 100 A Bales (5) 

11 R004F6 FBENSHAlJL(30)MRDOens9100 PUdnagrin 

-11 declared - 


Mnkiun miff*: 10a. Tiue harefcap r*^e«c UAy Iwd 9st 13b. Rrana 
Han 9a 6a. 

BETim 11-4 Ytabndoe, 7-2 KJoCs Sold, 4-1 HMrtbanw Oen, 6-2 The 
Mne Captain, 10-1 ForgetM, 14-1 Perastent aearar, 16-1 rtten 


CANTERBURY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
F> £3,600 2m 5f 
64-6111 MWERS OT N Caflagfon 9 12 5 (6efl A P McCoy 


3.40 


24-3RB BURBROIHSTBO) PG Balding 10120- 


rABahteem 


23P-143 RfliBORf CASTlE HOT I Gdtefl 9 12 0 JW P OTfaeffc (7) 

2311-UP DBsnMOSS (16) M Rpe U> 120 0Bridg«Bt8r 

43MU WYLAM (14) J Gift-ra 9 11 1 PHde 


1 SaBep, 12-1 Bar Voyage, 18-1 others 


MANSION NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,200 2m 

24411 HBUJ R3R HE4VBI (59) R Hoafl o 11 10 Cl 


3-40 


iW2P4 RWUN HOAD (57) P Mas A Emtecos 12 116 — I Ryan 

20P-355 Wn«(UatJCMfPPft*»»lIfi riteephyffi 

IUFV2 WATERFORD CA5HE Q6J (BF) KBs4ey9115 _JOsboree 

1223PP DEEP&tDAi&E (9) MreL fWtanb 9 11 4 MRkbenta 

10 140U15 B0*MCK{15)RHDtWs9112. ,T Daaconfoe (5) 

11 Fawy TR0MNCAU8OTPRFbMe9111 JJO^rtbee 

12 UPP-F4 THE WG&STAN (106) PHed^r IS 10 10.. HCWe (7) 


13 4P5J63 OPAL'S TBISPOT (9) J M Brotfcy 9 10 8 B Johnson CT 

14 2-6563U ALLD GEORGE (16) A Nancombe 10 10 5 A Thornton 

15 2MM6 HOSff-6 (2ZI ft SMtng) 6 10 4 »JCHoty(7) 


F2554-4 STAGE PIAffiR (48) Uss C Came 10 11 10 J lenience 

55443P S04SEOF VALXp8)JSrr«i Til 9 RDeris 


U6S5-00 SMART M SABLE (OT P Hed^r 9 11 9 MARtzgeram 

3W4K AEXWQA)MGBtfft7il7 IRXamo# 

38303U PETE 1NE PARSON (24) J0M7U 7 JOsbome 

001150 WIWSFII (22) R Akw 6 1012 A P McCoy 


0005# REGAL ATM (U) DlTCHi 6 10 12 -,-..G Hogan 

006000- aafQUUBTSWflEME (3K) P fiUOer 710 U_TJJ4orr*y (3) 

10 2-60032 FICHU (USA) (49) Mo L RchanS 6 10 5 MflUrate 

11 CHWHU 7W»hBS(9)ANBB«s7100 R Johnson p) 


16 334Q40 IMBAfiE DANCHT P P LfcsCCanw 13 10O.J Lawence 

17 41PP-UP a«INAiWJW(16)Jtt)6by81D0 -DVfatab® 

IB P5CPi LE DENSTAN (636) p Hedger 9 ID 0 I R Kavanar# 

-JAdsetetf- 

*d&C 10s. Tiue hamScsp mlfft: Lfl DareTar Ssf 12to. 

BETT1KB: 6-2 Rainbow CasUe, 6-1 Mnreree, 6-1 Waterford Cartle, 7-1 
Fomridt, 70-1 F» Brother, 12 Ra^an itowL OpeTsTonsoot. 14 others 


U P 35503 PRECUU& WONDER (fl)PBu» 7 100 POwriey(7) 

-12 declared - 

Mtenum miff*: Ida. True nanOap rnlffts Top frfts 9a im (teefous 
vttmfaaa-®. 

BEJIlffli 51 Petr The Paraoa, 9-2 Aedoe^ 5-1 F%im, 11-2 Stage Ptey- 
v, 6-1 Soiert to Sette, 8-1 Koarf far Haem, 10 Kfeopfti 12 otters 


2JU0 


NORTH FORELAND SELLING HURDLE 
(CLASS 6) £2^50 2m If UOyrfs 


4021-PQ WBEVWRE«(D|JFftclhHeyes6Ulfl -JRKwrae* 

61P HAFWHOSTMEtM)[COJJ»w51110 A P McCoy 

5V-R060 WmVFCHEnANO^SDw7U10 ADHm 

WR5P BB CHANCE PUS Bow 7113 &VUsfa(S) 

00040 CT»BTMnnnT{22)ttsPSIy6113 R Matey 

P364M DC SE BT ME 8B3HCtl3)RHoad51t3 — — OBredey 
0 »GHESIBOOIS[H0(22) MP»*5113_0 afci^Bter 


P05564 MEMBNtUSAJt5a)PHaJtPf6113. 

6-P2 IADS (30) J Banks 5 113 

OFP M0N9E1S BROOKS p® R Strong 6 11 3 R Strange 

50- SHARP DHL (MTJBSrarf 5113 JR MoBoyfT) 


NRkhmte 

JtPeiwmqr 


OQJMuirtsSlStt SCtofM(3) 

ES (ffl) R VMDnns 6 10 12 SMffAkf 


10 

11 

12 

13 

M 

15 

IB 

17 

18 

19 

20 


BOMJSPRNT STANDARD NM10NAL HUNT 
FUR RACE (CLASS H) £1,550 2m If 
UOyds 

14 KBLIRKID TINA (S9) J teMre S 11 9 .SCwiaip) 

CJtOGAfffl SINKS Clte€dori3U7 GHo0M{3) 

BACaD(FH)OShenwfl5U7 DThoaw[7) 

tXAffW® ffl DO P WEhbef 5117 Mr P Scott (7) 

DOUOfACMEVBlBffMnpefi 117. 

4 FIRSTS (43) Mrs P Sly 5 11 7 

msriNSnNCE0GRSse<G117 

GERHTSraDEGBSSngbU7 

W1STSRMD N Gffittn 5 11 7 — „ 

WSIER GEWROSnv C Htedon 5 11 7 
WSaCJfiBW5117 JArPOTfoaffle (7) 


—0 


m 


JfcsL AtB 


,..MrTmCotW)i 
.. Jft A Bakteg (7) 

F Cooper (7) 

-DfafttH 


R0HM.RAM0I JGfflofl5U 7 . 


SEABMOKlADMVfflrmsaiSU? 
WlHEARn«eSJ0B6l3 7— . 
WSEMNG J0B611 7.. 


.PCnratoy[7) 


JOnecbfT) 


J*6Batan{7) 


MOOR HM1 UDY K Bute 5 11 2.. 


.ALaraaohp) 


5HBNW01HWE RHofldA 10 U- 


JHr J Cfofloly (7} 


SWRCHrSOWSITJones-f I0U -- 
SOSAIEE R0VAIE Me M la*4 10 6.. 
STLDf POWIPBuder 4 206 


_DRnoagra>(7) 
J Fenton (3) 


..T J Muphy (3) 


-20decbred- 

BETTKE: 7-2 Dortde AcMmennit, 4-1 Roynf (fawn, 51 DKflfc, 6-1 Kfrw 
Kinft Keetfonl Tina, 8-1 Throe Farttta&, 12-1 rtbere 


Big for Holland 


Danyl Holland, who last week 


was banned for five days by the 

IQ 


Hong Kong stewards for mak- 
ing insuffi cient effort, yesterday 
landed the important Siu A 
Chau Handicap on Whik Big. 


I^thkindepende^ 
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R«saiteGS39-ajm 
CoBimeiitary0835f- XU 17 

Odfc dwwJwMpper aw ebapine. 
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sport 


national coach, talks to Steve Bale 


FIVE NATIONS COUNTDOWN: The selfless man of Welsh rugby, who will give his all as 

Bowring burdened with great expectation 

Ill t - T il l ll M I I m l I J r 


K evin Bowring's choice 
of rugby paragon says 
everything about him, 
because if ever there was an un- 
sung hero of the great Wales 
teams of a quarter of a centu- 
ry ago when young Kev was in 
his teens it was David Morris, 
the ultimate players' player. A 
bit like Bowring. 

That both played at No 8 for 
Neath is an obviously direct 
link. But more important for 
Bowring as he sups from the 
poisoned chalice as Wales’ first 
full -time national coach is that 
Morris unfailingly sacrificed 
himself for the Learn. So much 
so that despite being an ab- 
solutely critical member of the 
superb Welsh Grand Slam side 
of 1971 he was the only one 
who did not make that year's 
lions tour of fabled memory 
to New Zealand. 

That, you might say, was the 
ul timate sacrifice, though Mor- 
ris never complained. He was 
taciturn, a quiet collier certainly 


‘I came here 
with my eyes 
open and I know 
there will be ups 
and downs' 


not given to speeches, where- 
as in his former incarnation as 
a teacher at one of England’s 
grandest public schools 
Bowring developed articulacy 
and pedagogic skills which he 
is now bringing to the salvation 
of Welsh rugby. 

And that is precisely the 
problem, because the burden 
of expectation on the coach - 
any coach - after the long 
years of failure that succeed- 
ed the long years of success is 
frankly more than one Salva- 
tionist should have to bear. Or 
at least it was when the posi- 
tion was an honorary one, as 
it was for all 10 of his prede- 
cessors since David Nash start- 
ed the dynasty in 196& 

Not that the thinking-man's 
coach likes to call ita poisoned 
chalice. It is too negative, too 
backward-looking. Anyway 
Bowring wouldn't dare, not at 
a time when another new coach 
means another new team and 
with it another outbreak of rit- 
ual optimism. Bowring is intent 


Pointing the way: Kevin Bowring, the principality's first full-time national coach, Is in the midst of the team he will mould in his own image 


on looking ahead, and by that 
he means further than tomor- 
row's game against England at 
Twickenham. 

“We have a great tradition 
and high expectations but we 
need to develop our game, be- 
cause while rugby has been de- 
veloping world-wide ours has 
stagnated and become too in- 
sular in its approach,” he said. 
“We are catching up quickly 
but there is a lot of work to do 
and I'm not underestimating 
the pressures either on me or 
on the players.” 


This is now such received 
wisdom that in rubbishing 
some of the things that have 
happened - and others that 
have not but should have - in 
Welsh rugby Bowring is not 
even being controversial. In- 
deed recent years have been 
characterised by an endless col- 
lective self-flagellation, an ag- 
onising baring of the soul 
which may have bred a healthy 
realism but has also sunk the 
Welsh into unhealthy gloom. 

A succession of coaches has 
come and gone - Bowring is 


the sixth since 1988 - with 
many fine words but without 
discernible improvement The 
new man is contracted until the 
end of the 1999 World Cup, so, 
far from being still more pre- 
carious as an employee of the 
Welsh Rugby Union, he actu- 
ally has more security than any 
of the honorary Wales coach- 
es ever had. 

“I came in with my eyes 
open and I know there will be 
ups and a lot of downs,” 
Bowring said, making it sound 
as if he has been talking to 


some of his imhappier prede- 
cessors. One can, for instance, 
well imagine Alan Davies and 
possibly Alex Evans coun- 
selling a gains t bargepole-con- 
tact, though neither had the 
professional support-base that 
is at Bowring's disposal. 

“It’s a persona] challenge, 
part of my personal develop- 
ment, to see how I can cope 
with it." he added. “I'm learn- 
ing all the time and 1 know I'm 
not the finished article. It’s a 
growing experience but what 
happens alter this and how 


long it lasts will be measured 
in terms of results. Perhaps wc 
have put the coach on a 
pedestal to rectify all evils, re- 
lied just on the personality and 
not looked at the structure that 
supports him. That will not 
work." 

Had it not changed - with 
Bowring the top-down man 
soon to be accompanied by 
Terry Cobncr, the botlom-up 
man, as the WRU's director of 
rugby - it is unlikely he would 
have taken the chance. At 41, 
he had ascended the repre- 


nised they may have been*- 
that is two more than Vlfales 
achieved last season. 

“As far as I was concerned, ^ 
it was a natural progression af- 
ter 20 years of prof&sional de- 
velopment, as a rugby playei,.- 
a PE/sports-science graduate, ; 
PE teacher, and as someone in- . 
volved in coaching,” he said. 


up until you step-out and 
it was perhaps a difficult deci- 
sion to leave Qifton I couldn’t 
live with myself if I hadn’t." 

In actual fact he has not 
quite left Clifton. ‘Mrs Wendy - 
Bowring is head of the pre- 
prep school there and. both 
Bowring duldren are Otfion 
pupils. Kevin still gives a dou- 
ble lesson once a week in' A- 
level sports studies as a usefully 
anonymous antidote .to the 
overbearing attention that has 
been turned bn him in the ' 
build-up towards the Englan d 
game. 

It was seldom like this diir- 


‘It’s a personal * 
challenge, part of 
my development, 
to see how I 
can cope with it’ 


ing his playing career, spent ex- 
clusively with London Welsh - 
an unsung hero in the Morris 
mcnild to those beyond the con- 
fines of Old Deer Park -once 
he had gone through the not- 


ed rugby acadei 
Road Cc 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


sentative coaching ladder with 
Wales Under-20, Under-21 
and A, but for 10 years had had 
a job he cherished as director 
of physical education and head 
of games at Clifton College, 
Bristol. 

He took the risk. When 
Evans was in hospital in No- 
vember Bowring acted as care- 
taker-coach for the Wales- Fiji 
game and, with Evans back 
home in Australia, made his 
professional debut against Italy 
a fortnight ago. Two games, two 
victories - and however ago- 


rollege (later called 
West London Institute) and 
had half a dozen holiday-time 
games for Neath- One, unfbr- 
gettably for Bowring, was in the 
back row alongside Dai Mor- " 
ris. then in his rugby dotage. - 

If nothing else, this gave him 
a feeling of excitement and ex- 
citability vaguely akin to that - 
which his young players will ex- ■ - 
perience when they run out 
at Twickenham tomorrow. 
Bowring is consciously build- 
mg his own team - in his own 
image, as it were - unencum- 
bered by the baggage of Welsh 
rugby history yet inspired by its ' 
reputation, however faded, for 
instinctive brilliance. 

“Playing rugby .handball, 
rather than rugby football'^) 
teacher says. Yes, sir. 


Questions of Sport 

£40,000 to be won 

Today Is the final day of The Independent’s Question of Sport game. 

In Saturday’s paper, there was a multi-choice scratch card which, if you 
answer three sporting questions correctly, gives you the chance of an instant 
cash prize from £1 to £1,000. 

You don’t have to be an obsessive fan to play - a good general sporting 
knowledge should suffice. But remember, you only get one chance to answer 
each question, so if you are in any doubt, check it out 

The card contains eight games so you can play daily through to today, Friday 
2 February. 

As well as the daily Instant cash prizes there is a weekly accumulator prize of 
£5,000 to be won. 


HOWTO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Friday 2 February. 
Below are three sporting questions, 
each with three possible answers 
coded as A, B and C. Scratch off your 
answer to Question Twenty-two, either 
A,B or C in the Q22 column then 
repeat for Q23 and Q24. 

THE QUESTIONS 

Q22 Who is the reigning women’s 
Olympic tends champion? 

A: Steffi Graf 
B: Monica Seles 
C: Jennifer Capriati 

023 Who are the men’s hockey 
world champions? 

A: Germany 
B: Pakistan 
C: Australia 

024 Who was the last golfer to 
win two major* in the same 
year? 

A: Greg Norman 
B: Nick Price 
C: Nick Faldo 


IMPORTANT 

Scratch off ONE letter only for each 
question. 

If you reveal three identical cash 
amounts on any one game section on 
any one day, you win that amount 
After you have played the last game 
on your card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total is 
£5,000 you win or share the £5.000 
accumulator prize. Ybu could also win 
today's instant prize of £100 by 
revealing an asterisk. 

HOW TO CLAIM 

If you have revealed three identical 
cash amounts of £5 or under, DO 
NOT PHONE. Take the claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on it PLUS the 
relevant section of the card to one of 
the newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £5, phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 10.30am and 4pm 
today. 

Participating newsagents: WH Smith, 
John Menzies, Fbrbuoys, Marti ns/RS 
McColl, Dillons, Gibbs, Macs, 
Superci^, United News Shops, Star 
News, K Balfour, Eason. GT News, 
Paperchain - Village Store, Paper 
Shop. 

IF you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims, PO Box 60, Burnley, 
BB10 1SH. 


RULES 

1. No purchase necessary. Cants are freely 
available from newsagents or by sending a 
large sae to: Indeperriem Questions Of Spon 
Card Request. PO Bcm 41. Blackburn K BBS 
GAG. One card per request 

2. The piues for each game will be awarded to 
the player or players making a successful 
claim. 

3. Ail datms are subject to scrutiny and cards 
must be intact to be eligible for a onze. Cards 
with printing errors arc -joTO. 

4. Winners must agree to the publication of their 
names and photographs to The Independent 
and the Independent on Sunday. 

5. Should more press be ctaimed man are 
available in any pnze category, for any reason, 
a simple draw wiA take place lor the pree. 

6. Per so ns under 16 yean old. employees of 
Newspaper Publishing pte.. Minor Group. 
Europrtnt Promoaons Ltd., Newspaper 
ftiWshmgptc retari agents, their agents and 
famfies are not allowed to play. 

7. The Editors’ deosrons are final m afl matters 
relating to the games. No correspondence can 
be entered Into. 

8. Newspaper Publishing pic reserve the ngW to 
stop the game at any time and change the 
conditions. 


QUESTIONS OF SPORT 
CLAIM COUPON 


Friday 2 February 1996 
To claim prizes up to £5 

DO NOT PHONE 

Take this coupon to any of the 
participating Newsagents listed who 
will give you your prize instantly. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE ... 
TELEPHONE .. 


lb the Newsagent: Please check 
the card is correct and give the . 
reader the value of their prize. Send 
this coupon or details supplied on 
plain paper together with the 
winning card to your head office for 
foil redemption. 

i i 


Twickenham kicks IRB ruling into touch 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 


Twickenham looks certain to ig- 
nore the International Rugby 
Football Board's contentious 
six-month residential qualifi- 
cation for foreign players. 

Tony Hallelt. the Rugby 
Football Union secretary, said: 
“We believe that putting a blan- 
ket 180 days on the movement 
of players between European 
Union countries is a restraint of 
trade, and would be unsustain- 


able in law. We would be chal- 
lenged very quickly if we sought 
to implement the IB ruling.” 

The implication was that the 
ruling would apply even to 
movement of players among the 
four home unions, but, as Hal- 
lett pointed out. it is a bit late. 
Northampton have been field- 
ing two Scots - Gregor 
Townsend and Michael Dods - 
and an Irishman, Jonathan Bell, 
none of whom have been resi- 
dent for the statutory period. 

If the ruling were to be ap- 


plied it would have to be done 
retrospectively, throwing North- 
ampton's results into doubt. 
“If we say it must not be applied 
retrospectively, then it sets a 
precedent," Hal left added. 

A London solicitor specialis- 
ing in employment law said yes- 
terday: “Such a ruling would be 
impossible to enforce after the 
Bosman case where it was es- 
tablished that anyone can ply 
their trade under EU rules. Rug- 
by is now a professional trade ami 
cannot claim that it is a private 


dub any longer and therefore not 
governed by the ruling.” 

It is the approach that Sara- 
cens' millionaire backer, Nigel 
Wray, was looking for yesterday. 
He said: “I am not a lawyer but 
I cannot believe it can be ujAeld 

mlawonceaganresprofeskmd 
and people earn their Jiving by it" 

Saracens have signed Aus- 
tralia’s Michael Lynagh, who is 
due to arrive in May. Before 
that the Ireland flanker Eddie 
Halvey is scheduled to make bis 
debut on 30 March. 


JUST THE TICKET: What's on where for the sporting spectator 


This weekend 

TODAY 

BADMMTON: Hydro- Elec tnc SconrJi Notion 
af Cfumptoitstvps r Edinburghi. Speci.inng ts 
free iratly and oUw vans at 6.30qm farquai- 
ify*yj m toe raw s singles event and toe firs! 
two round tf ffe mood Ooutteo. Tomorrow ploy 
nrs from 9 30am to 9.30pm. Admosion: 
£1.5)3 .itfjte. 75p chndrervOAP:. On Sindoy 
toe serai tirufc m afi ctecffRra-s. ore at lOam, 
v-Ttn me finals from 2pm. £3. L 1.50. Mead- 
owbank Sports Centre. I raver London Road. 
Edmtxjrjy, tTtl: 0131 661 5351*. 
SNOOKER: Ro&)i W«n Open (Nowpom. The 
competi wn reaches toe sem-hnot and 

already two of too tug names have been dim- 
moled - Steve Daws, the defending champi- 
on. nrd Stephen Hendry, the world tfiampcjn. 
Adrrassion; lpm £3.50: 7pm £4. Tomorrow's 
ftnat lpm £ 6 ; 6 pm £7.50. Newport Centre. 
Kmgsway. Newport. Gwent. (Tel: 01633 
661666). 

SUMMING: Speedo Bnuto Grand Ptu meet 
iCarOffi. Ttus is toe fourth of five Grand Pn* 
meeting at wtich swvnmers can txrid 141 
pants. The top 16 in each caiefiory. who nave 
competed m at least two rounds, quaky for 
the Super Frel ji Sheffield *1 Mat. Pnrffrx lim e : 
today 1 lam hoots. 4pm frv*: romomm 9am. 
4 JOorv Stredav 9om. 4pm. Artmiswon: £1.50 
neats. £2 fmats. Empire Pool. Wood Street. 
Cantu. (Tel: 01222 382296). 
TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL FA Carting Prerreership. Endsle^n 
League ana Sea s Seornsh League. 

RUGBY IJMOrt FM> Natkmf Ctnn y tonaM p: 
England v Wales i3.0l far TnK&nnan ii; Sax- 
land v France 13 Of (at Murrgyfleui. 

RACING (National Hunt unless stated): 
LMGRELD CAW Rat}: Ml (vxionurrts £9. (F*ra 
moo 1.45). Chep st ow. CNb £14; Tacerwte 
£10 (OAPs £5). 11.01. Sundown: Chio £15. 
Aauor Out) il6-2Syrsi £13: Grandsamd and 
Paddoe* £12: Sdwsr Ring £5. (1 3f». Wethsr- 
by: Oub £12 (accompanied order- 16s heei: 
Tanersails £7; Course £2 lean:, mending up 
la 4 adults £6). (HOI. 

ATHLETICS: AAA Indoor Ctumpaoreiiips IBrnn- 
In0iam1. First event tomorrow starts at 
1115am: 10 45am on Sunday. Admoacn: £4 
adults. £2 chMnofVOAFv National Indoor 
Arena, King Edward's Road. Bimmffiam 
Juncwm 6 of M6 and toe Arena is agnpost- 
ed from toe A38M). 10121 200 2222). 
CYCLMG: Jat* Hatcher Merarei lfQ0» (Man- 
chester). Mancheaer. London. EomburjJt. 
Cardiff and Bnrrengiam compete, starting at 
7pm. Adrmsson: £4 adults. £2 enudreryoon- 
ccssions, £10 famOv icfcet. Naimnal Cn*ng 
Centre, Monchesor Velodrome. Stunn Street 
s located off Ashton Old Road, near Prcyies 
den aid reached fmm A662 as Corbett Street. 
Jet 01 61 22 3 2244). 

GYMNASTICS; Brush Rhythmic Group Cham 
ptonshtps (Hfnrtdoyl The (roup esorciscs an* 
the most SpBdacutardc«p»n,Mn itiytorae (Jrr> 
nasties, a sprat wlvcfi make ns Olympic 
but <n Atlanta tosAiijVA. Competition starts 
at 2pm. AdmtsMjn: £3 OdUts. £LSOdtldtcn. 
leeuie Contto. Nr>cMcv. ImewderVwe. 
MOTOR RACHCt Rntarmanoe axJ Mctorspods 
Shmv (ShefficMJ Iho ftwto siapkigctf (he; show 
feotues the toren lecfincfEQ- hpm touring Com 
>0 sat (fa sealers, ruoorui and .nticm a ti u i ii il ral- 
lying. orag racing to oval, performance lot car: 
10 special displays. New tt»s year r, tin- spe- 
cuhv bun outside Crock on which kart raonp. 
can he sampled. Admission: £5 aduto.. £3.50 
dtfdrereUAPs. Umw 1 alter ntaj adutiv tan 
enrtren) £16. The show tt open (ram 10am 
W 5 33pm sortwnw ,tnd Sraaloy. Shrftie« Mr- 
na. Bnugnton Lnne, is signposted one mde 
from junction 34 0 ! Ml, taking 46178 


PICK OF THE DAY 

Sunday/Snooker 

Benson and Hedges Masters 
Wembley 

The Benson and Hedges Masters, 
which starts on Sunday at the 
Wembley Conference and Exhi- 
bition Centre, is the oldest es- 
tablished tournament in the 
snooker calendar. Though not a 
ranking tournament on the pro- 
fessional circuit, it still features 

lowvds toe city «mre. tTd: 0114 356 5656). 

SUNDAY 

FOOTBALL: FA Canmg Premio^ip: CheKea v 
MUdtesbrtujyv En*3w£t Lea0ic First Oregon- 
Ovrtw v Ctysa PaOcc (256); Nonwto » B*m- 
inffum 13.01; Port Vote v Srote fl2.0i: 
RoadmcvPprtsmouto I2.S5). Represwttatwe 
Maicn; In ague Of Wales v Chunnem Dragons 
i2.Cu nr Lcckwirh Sodium. Cantitd 
RUGBY LEAGUE: Sill. Cut Challenge Cup 
fixrrth round. Bari a Touth ImemaUonal: Barta 
Tramp. Oorts v France (12 .Oi rat Dewsbury!. 
RU6BY UNION: CIS Insurance County Chorn- 
pronship Southern sorn -final: Berkshire v 
Cloubsierstire 1230) tar Renting). Under 21 
Dwsronal Champnnship: London and Souto- 
OM » South Wfcsi (2 JO) rat mt^Coun): Horn 
» Mediarais (2.15l rat Odevf. Tennent'k Soot- 
leit QwnponsN p Beoonal leagje (3.0): East 
One: Bajar v 8orou/>hnxfli East Two: Henofs 
FP v Oundtre HSFP: Stewart's Mety«e FP v Kok. 
caidv. Wes*: Glasgow Academ-cas t< w». 
towrehire. Club Marches: High Wycombe v 
Marlow C2.30I: Waterloo » Orretf 12.301. 
CANOEING: Scottish While Water Racing 
Otdrnptonsrms (Survey m Thcsdeong) ftiedou 
tHe charajkonshto store at noon vrfum toe Scot 
tch Ltorvorybes racu. the team crvampon^Np 
5tarejt2pn< Wocch to. 1 ssd at Stanley, 
■Storeemne, north ot Perth. Taysrte. on B9099 
from A9, or dong the Fiver fay wahway. The 
canoeists lake about 11 mmuies to reach too 
tirrsh three miles downstream at TTwtteong. 
CYCLO-CROSS: Naimnal Schools Champ, 
oosrtps tBtad-Jeyi. FYofyarnme: Under- U 
li^XJpnt. imder-9 lJOSpm. under- u lJOpm. 
under- 15. over 15 l^Opm. The 2.30 race is 
a aipocnmp. ovrrtt tor senior:, volerens and 
MWJTS. Botgan note cVtet s oqposruon Booth 
Hofl CNdren s Hororal, Sacmey. Greater More 
chesrer. Leave M62 at juicbon 18 an to M66 
srxfltjound. tun nfltt towards MandK9ir. led 
on A61Q4 iVdona Avenue), nght on A664 
iwtoUc Roam and ten «,io Cnark.-sivMn road 
dber one mve. 

MOTOR RACING: Short -Qhx», racing (Wim- 
Hot Ifcds. kfeoand Swwstarand Stm* 
■iir kaiire. The meeting stare: at 5 30pm. 
Admission: £0 adults. £3 children under- IS. 
Wrmhiodort nauto Lane. Lmdon 

SW17 OrirOlSl 9468000). 

Next week 

FOOTBALL (7 JO unless Slated): Monday: 
EndsMgi Inswance Lea0M ThM DMsMn: 
DoncoslCT V briculn Tuesday: FA Cup fourth 
round: Boiion v Leeds 1 7.45I-. Huddersfield v 
Pen-roomum i7 45): Ipswich v War-.tl (7.45). 
Embld^i tosurancd Loa^ua Second DM- 
ston: Bwipooi v Bunscv: Birrs Rovers v 
Chwnfew. Cantde V van, I7.45L Wycomoe 
vftomartam (7.451 Third OMsIon: Gtrsiw 
v Northampton; Colchester » Sc.vbnreuiJi 


trie leading 16 players in the 
world, pfus two wild-card entrants. 
Terry Griffiths opens against 
Matthew Stevens, a wiki-card en- 
try. at noon. 

How to eM there: Sunday's FYogyarrme: Tar- 
ry Griffiths v Matthew Steven (noon); John 
Patton V Tory ftajj f2Joi; Steve Core MBE 
v Hen EWtarty (730). Aamsson: £10 dl day. 
£6.50 evening session. London Under- 
ground to Wernffey Pato iMtnropohtan or Ju- 
bilee Lmesi or Wembley Centra) [Bahertoo 
Une). Bnbsh Rai u> Wembley Central. Road: 
Wem»Qr Stadium compfe* « sroiated on too 
North Confer ntth accass to toe M40. M4, 
M3. Al and M25. Parking is free for noet 
hotoan W°mtfey bo> office: 0181900 1234. 

1 7.45) ; Rochdale v Preston 1 7.45): Saxitoor- 
pe V Bury. GM Veutooil C o nfer en ce : Dover 
v Attnnrham \7 45). Tennant's Scottish 
Cup third round: Berwick v Dundee Utd: 
Greenock Morton v Montrose. Scottish 
Lsagtro Rrst Drvtaforc OvOebara, v Dumbarton. 
Second Dhriaiore r^yoe v Queen ot toe South. 
Wedn esda y: FA Cup fourth mind: Chortton 
v Brendora 17 .JS 1 : Corerury v MenchesrerCitv 
(7.45»; MOdesbou^) vWtoibfedon i7 45); fJot- 
onfjiam Forest v Ortord Utd L7.45): Shre««. 
bury v Liverpool 18 .Q); Southampton v Crewe; 
Swindon v Oktoart t7.45i; west Ham v Grens- 
by r 1 .45). Fourth round replays: Port Vale v 
Evenon 1 7 .45). Worverhampton v Tottenham 

17.45) . Representative Match: Iras Leamje 
XI v Combinea Services tat Worming FCi. Ten- 
nent’s Scatdsh Cup third round: Dun- 
lermkne v St Mvren. TUrd round replay: Eret 
Fife v Caledonian Thistle. BetTs Scottish 
Lsasue Prander Drvtsfon: Aberdeen r Rarto. 
Rret DMsien: Audne v Hamiiron. Third Dfvk- 
sien: Cowoerereato v Uvmgston. 

RUOSr LEAGUE: Tuesday; International 
Match: Great Brtnnn Academy v France i7_30) 
ta t Hurl Kings ton Raven!. 

RUGBY UNION: Tuesday: Tour Match lister 

v New Soun Wales (7 jxn rat Rarenr* Btoasd. 
WRU Midweek Competition Pool A: Ponty- 
pool v Abercynon ( 7.0) . Fool B: flarterto v Dun- 
wmi (7.0): Tcnoy Utd v (Jandovory (7.0t. Pool 
C: r^erphiliy v South Wales Pobce (7.01: Uat- 

ruran v Cardiff kisi t7.0i. Pool D: Bommaen 

vTondu (7.0); Ystradaratos v M^steg f7.0). 
Wednesday: B o p re sen taii ee Match: Cam- 
bodge Umv v Royal Navy iT.15). Orfonl urm 
vAmw (3.0). Helndcen WaMi League First 
Mvtefon: Aberoncry v Lfanelli (7.0); BrMeend 
v Newpcrt fT.Oi 

RAmG: Monday: SOUTHWEll (Ad Weetb- 

or Rat): CU £12; TottetsaHs £6 (OAP mem 
bersol course's Cremond Cm LA, accont u ned 
under- 16s free). i2.0). Fo n twetb Club £12; 
Junior CU> il2 to 15- year-olds) £2. under- 
las Iron: TancreoHs £8 taccomparwed under 
16s tree): Silver Ring £4. Ptemc area M pta 
£4 tor each peasant ri.40). Newton Abbot: 
Tartersds 18.5$ Course LA. Accompareed lt> 
der- 16s tree. I2.20i. TuosdM: UNGRELD (AW 
Flat): AH enclosures 19. (1 .50!. Carflsletdub 
£12 (OAPr-and tnder-21s £9l: TatlarsalS CB 
rOAPs and under- 2 Li £J.. 1 1.401. Warwick: 
Ckjb E12 1 16 to 24.year.olas £6*: Tanersafts 
tSi Qnasa g. iL30i. Wadmaday.waurBt- 
HAMPIUN (AW Flat): Entrance £6; sddffion- 
al £10 tor entrance- to Vreveng Restaurant; 
addroonai £15.90 tor me*. (2.10). Ascot: 
Members £12 (Tumor Members 16-25 years, 
heu pncei- Grandsfend end Poodock £8; S4- 
»er Rtnp. £5 tl.O) Lutflow: Qub £14 (ac- 
armpomod under- 16s treat: Tanersails Lt 
wxra£5 IL-151. Thursday: UNGRELD (MM 
r yrra»-ry 1 1.50). Huntingdon: Mem- 
b*s £12; ftodock £«: Coww S3. i2.0i. Wm- 


canton: Members 02.50 UunrprMan*«, 
17 to 22 years. 16.50); TattwaUs fg 
Course (and care to course) £ 4 . 
free imo ail ertdoaures). (1.40) Fmiajr- 
SOUTHWEIL (AW FW): CW) £12 Taaewfc 

£6 lOM* merrtoere rt cause's ftarmwi Ck». 
£4. accompanied under- 16# toe). C2J0).8to' 
gor: Paddock £ 8 ; Course £4. IL50) 
bwy: Mentos £13: Tatttisafc £8; S*w 
£3 lOAPs half pncei. (L30). 

NEXT WEEKEND 

FOOTBALL: Saturday: FA Cirtng PWE; 
ship. Endslei^i leaQtc and BeA’s SeolWj 
tftagw* Suitfay; Coca -Cbfi Cuo sem*-ftnai W 
►eg; Swmin^iam v Leeds (4.0i- 
RUGBY UNION: Saturday: Pfflongnin 0* 
fifth nxtod. Courage Chibs' ChempuyttoifL 
RACING: Saturday: UN 6 BELD (AW Half B 
Tuesday. 12.05). Ayr: Chib £12 Grandsfard 
£7 (DAI’S halt-pncei. (1.20). Cattericfct** 
£11: Tanaisafls £7: Course S2J0 tundeP^a 
free into al enclosures). (1.45). N"W 

Members £ 1 S: Tattareolls £ 10 ; SW» RngO 

(DAPs had once). lUO). Uttoxeten Ch* Dp 
(OAPs £12); Tanersahs £10 (OAPs m 
Care £3. (1.35). 

Plan ahead r .. 

It is almost seven years since Frank 
Bruno met Mike Tyson m (he ring. 0" 
Saturday 16 March the pahr meat assn 
at the MGM Grand Garden Arena, 

Vegas, where Bruno defends hfe Wtxjg 
Boxing Council heavyweigrt tide against 
die 29-year-oW BrooWyn boxer. 

Tickets can be purchased t^nset from 
the MGM Grand orTicketMaster in las 
Vfigas or from British tour operatos, 1 # 
Thomas Cook, who are operating tnps 
to the tight though Kuoni Travel. oTDo«- 
mg, has only a few places left on is 
package. The Convention and Visitors 
Centre in Las Vegas can assist with ac- 
commodation for haveners making 
their own arrangements ewer 
MtorW Baong Goundf HeavywefgW dwvj' 
onsftjp: Frank flhrao fGa ttcUen v Mb Jlsat 
tUSK 16 Manto. Las Vq^s. Nwado. 

MGM Grand. 3799 LasMSg*sSa 4 eiaffScJidl 

Las vea as. Noana 89209. ( Tel : 00 
891 3160): Remaining Octets: 3500 f£34PL 
$600. $ 1 , 000 . 

retetMasto ilas 00 2 7024744000. 

Las Vegas Convention and WsfBore 
3150 Pamase Roan. Lae Vas w, neoda 

69109. fTat 00 1 702 892 0 /m 

Thomas Cook (booUnga cn 01733335633^ 
three -ngfit package taeoatOng 14 or » 
March! starts at £499 fper person fn wg 
room); to n&its (23-19 Uantd start at £599 
lExcaBbur Horen. Seats: £360 \rror* rear. 

£ 320 imknte bacto. £390 imkXDe (WO. 
£640 mow near rmgsIdeK _ 

Huoni Travel (01306 7444772 : 1-^28 AB«« 
£629 (Luxor HoreO. Seats: $500 $«» 
SLOOO. 

USAbtours (0 181 559 20301: RoUmJ&* 
£295 (pros £32 tax): ftorel accommoMK" 
from £35 per nfiys. 

Details of forthcoming events wilh 
informa lion on tickets and venocs 
should be sent to: The Sports 
Desk, The Independent, 1 Cana- 
da Square, Canary Wharf. London 
E 14 SDL. Rue 0171 293 2894. 

Compiled by hud Maher 
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Managers don Bob Stokoe’s hat in fantasy land 
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Amid all the controversy about 
who will replace Tfeny Venables as 
the new Bagfand bQSSi one name has 
been curfoosiy absent - that of Gra- 
ham D dwrcPe is, after aH the coun- 
tiy's most ta-^fonn manager. Even 
felkwinap®£ er9 acknowledge that 
when itvconies to picking teams, 

DowB 'has axeeprd even Kevin Kee- 

-An can-only dream about 
Sadtg, fljafsall it is -only a dream. 
Fbr Dawn, from Royston, Hert- 
fordshire, is. the man heading fim- 

tasy League, a game (though fw see 

it hke that) where football fans get 
the chance to prove they can do bet- 
ter than Ramsey, Robson or Rioch. 
We re not talking about those news- 
paper-backed leagues here, either. 

‘'People don’t just take part in this: 
they organise their holidays and even 
their lives around it." says Andrew 
Wainstein, who started Fantasy 
League in the UK five years ago. 

‘ The basic concept has been huge- 
ly pc^pular. As well as newspaper fen- 


teay leagues, it has inspired all sorts 
ot spuwfls, from motor racing to 
psftmg. from soaps to doctors. There 
“ , e Yf n R*niasy Synagogue, invent- 
edby a London Jewish magazine, 
where you score points for events 
such as weddings and barmitzvahs. 

is the hugely popular 
BBC 2 series, which Wamstein li- 
censes and was asked to be “Stat- 
to". But none attracts the fanatical 
following of the original game, even 
though the top manager from more 
than 1 SOQ leagues wins only glory. 

we are purist about it You play 
for the love of the game, and there 
areni any prizes." Wjinsiein says. “But 
irs astonishing the extent to which 
sone^leagues take their involve- 
ment" One particularly deranged 
manager, on receiving his FA Cup 
draw, plans out the i mag inary route 
be would take to meet his rival man- 
ager, right down to working out 
where his team would slay the night 
Many leagues have their own 


newsletters and fanzines. One pro- 
duced a video with commentary by 
Marlin Tyler. They design their 
own replica FA Cups, or award 
sought-after mementoes such as a 
reproduction Bob Slokoe hat City 
of London leagues gamble on it, 
with each player paying £50 or 
£100 into a pot that goes to (he win- 
ner. There are even a couple of ad 
companies who run a league for 
clients. "It gives an excuse to call up. 
tel) them bow they are doing, then 
talk business," Wainstein says. 

So what inspires such fanati- 
cs? And why does his league score 
over its rivals? Wainstein, a 29-year- 
old computer programmer, says: 
"It’s really about winning your 
league and beating your mates." But 
most enthusiasts cite the pre-season 
auction as one of tbe highlights. 
Rather than just picking from about 
400 players, each manager has 
£35m to spend on a pool of 16 and 
competes with others in the league 



arge 


for star names. Is it best to fork out 
a fortune on Shearer or choose a 
strong back four? Weinstein says: 
‘'One league spent 12 hours on their 
auction, while another held theirs 
in a synagogue. I don't think they 
ale pork scratching^ though." 

The secret of managerial success, 
he says, is a combination of patience, 
luck and football knowledge. “The 
former is important because you can 


be sure that as soon as you drop a 
player, be will start scoring goals, so 
you need to have faith in your se- 
lections. And football knowledge ... 
U I had one phone call at 1 2.30am 
from a manager, asking if it was true 
that Juoinho was going back to 

Brazil. In cup matches, managers 
will change their teams around 
when they find out their opponent’s 
squad. To do well at Fantasy 
League, you need to know who is 
suspended, who is injured and who 
is playing well; all that anal stuff.” 

Wainstein picked up the idea 
from a similar scheme run in the US 
for basketball and baseball. He 
spent several months writing a pro- 
gram to calculate what would hap- 
pen if. Cantona scored twice. 
Schmeichel let in three goats, Vin- 
nie Jones was sent off, and they all 
played for the same team. He start- 
ed by running the league from his 
parents* front room. Now a staff of 
seven monitor every Premier 


League game from an office in 
Camden Town, north London. “I 
have seen every goal scored in 
every Premier league match for the 
post five seasons, and 1 know who 
provided the assist {crucial for ex- 
tra points] too," he admits. 

Leagues pay £15 a team (£5 if you 
want to join now), and for that they 
can make several team changes. Af- 
ter that they pay a nominal fee. Be- 
cause team news often conies in late, 
Wainstein and his staff have fran- 
tic Fridays as managers make late 
changes. "We have one manager 
who now owns about 23 teams, who 
sends in cheques of £60 a time be- 
cause he makes so many changes. 
But he never wins anything.” A les- 
son there for some real Premiership 
managers, perhaps. 

Running Fantasy League is now 
Wainstein’s full-time job. "I am 
constantly playing with the com- 
puter, looking at better ways of work- 
ing out the positions. And sadly, I 


Ferguson free to play 
after judge quashes ban 


into touch 


Football 

PHIL SHAW 

On the day that Everton, along 
with their neighbours from An- 
Seld, received the freedom of 
the city of Liverpool, Duncan 
Ferguson was also pronounced 
free to play on when a judicial 
review quashed tbe re maining 
-seven games of a 12-match ban 
imposed by the Scottish Foot- 
ball Association, 
i In his judgment, delivered in 

Edinburgh yesterday, Lord Jus- 
tice MacFadyen ruled that the 
SFA acted “outside its powers" 
by suspending the £4m Everton 
striker for butting Raith Rovers’ 
John McStay while playing for 
Rangers in April 1994. 

The decision challenges the 
SEA’s practice of acting on a re- 
port by die refereeing supervi- 
sor when a referee has failed to 
take action against a player 
during a match. The officials for 
tbe Rangers-Rahh game missed 
the offence, although it was 
spotted by tbe supervisor and by 
television cameras. Ferguson 
later served 44 days in Barlin- 
nie prison for assaulting McStay. 

Jpord MacFadyen’s decision 
rqfresents a setback for the 
game “s governing body in Scot- 
land. The prominent Glasgow 
lawyer Donald Findlay, who is 
vice-chairman of Rangers, urged 
the SFA to have a “camp/ete re- 
think" about its disciplinaiy 
prcceedures. Tbny Higgins, 
chief executive of the Scottish 


players' union, said the rules 
would have to be “re-drafted". 

Findlay, claiming vindication, 
said: “From day one I argued 
that the rule under which the dis- 
ciplinary committee was pun- 
ishing Duncan Ferguson was 
incompetent Tbe idea of an ad- 
ditional penalty was invalid 
when there had been no initial 
penalty on the day of the game.” 

The SFA, added Findlay, had 
to admit that the present system 
was a shambles. “There must be 
a complete re-think, with dis- 
cussions with the dubs, referees 
and tbe Scottish Professional 


Footballers' Association, to get 
something dear on paper.” 

Higgins pledged his union’s 
backing for an overhaul, the 
need for which he felt was 
made more urgent by the like- 
ly introduction of TV evidence 
> next season: "The aim must be 
to show that football can police 
itself rather than have the law 
intervening." 

In a terse statement, the SFA 
acknowledged the judgment, 
concluding: “It would appear 
that the action taken by the As- 
sociation in dealing with an act 
of violence on the field cannot 


Collymore benders 
based on pure skill 


Stan CoDymore hasn’t got a due and yesterday the manufactur- 
hbw he does it and neither do er of the Ultnnax confirmed it 
ts, but not for much is more liable to do tricks in the 
e secret of his Brazil- air. 


goalkeepers, but not for much 
longer. Tbe secret of his Brazfl- 
ian-style bananarama shots is 
out and is it has nothing to do 
with light balls. 

The striker bamboozled 
Mark Bosnich with a free-kick 
that almost zig-zagged into the 
net during Liverpool’s 2-0 win 
at Villa on Wednesday and 
Leeds' Mark Beaney bad been 
made to look equally baffled by 
a Collymore swerver in an ear- 
lier match at Anfield. 

Suspicion lay with the new 
balls being used in all Pre- 
miership matches this season 


However, there is deflating 
news for parks' players. Ac- 
cording to Mitre marketing ex- 
ecutive Liz Talbot, the Zico 
dream goal can be achieved only 
if the ball “is hit with profes- 
sional skill." 

She added: “People are say- 
ing the ball is lighter but that's 
not true because there is regu- 
lation weight we must observe. 
It is all about aerodynamics and 
what is inside the ball. There 
won’t be any difference if you 
just can’t play.” 


be sustained.” Ferguson, who 
had sought th’e judicial review, 
now faces Southampton this 
weekend knowing he can play 
a full part in what is left ofiEver- 
ton’s season and in Scotland's 
build-up .to the European 
Championship - provided he 
avoids further trouble. 

Newcastle yesterday broke 
their silence over Faustino As- 
prflla, the Colombian striker for 
whom they have offered Parma 
£6.7m. Nearly a week after As- 
priUa left Tyneside following a 
medical, the Premiership lead- 
ers’ chairman. Sir John Hall, 
said the deal was still on but 
added that Newcastle wanted 
“to resolve a number of matters 
to our satisfaction”. 

Ulf Kirsten, the German in- 
ternational striker, ‘claimed last 
night that he was discussing a 
"free transfer" to Tottenham in 
the wake of the Bosnian ruling. 
Kirsten, whose contract expires 
this summer, said he had re- 
ceived approaches from Spurs 
and the Spanish dub, Tfenerife. 

Marcus Stewart, the Bristol 
Rovers striker, who also be- | 
comes a free agent in the close 
season, has turned down a new i 
contract Birmingham have of- | 
fered £lm fbr Stewart, and also 
hope to sign the Peterborough 
centre-back Gary Breen once 
the Second Division dub are out 
of the FA Cup. Martin O’Neill, 
the Leicester manager, plans to 
make Neil Lennon, the Crewe 
midfielder, his first major sign- 
ing in a £500,000 deal 




John Daly sets Ns sights during a round of 71m Perth yesterday 


Photograph: Allsport 


Nomads face the Dickens of a tie 


Woosnam stays in touch 



Noa-Le^ne football 

RUPERT METCALF 

Mixing if with the big guns in 
this weekend’s last-16 stage of 
the FA Carisberg Vase are some 
little dubs for whom reaching 
the fifth round is a rare adven- 
ture. One such outfit are Anstey 
Nomads, from the Leicester- 
shire Senior League, who have 
readied this round for the first 
time and travel to Essex to meet 
Colb'er Row tomorrow. 


Although Nomads are mem- 
bers of a lowly county league, 
the Romford-based home club 
will not underestimate them, as 
they won at North Ferriby Unit- 
ed, title chasers in the Northern 
Counties East League, in the 
last round. Collier Row, cur- 
rently second in the Ids League 
Second Division and with the 
former West Ham midfielder, 
Alan Dickens, in their squad, will 
be expected to win but, as Phil 
Ford, a Nomads committee 
member and player, said yes- 



Wormald’s trainer dies at 
European title contest 


Hfrek Wormald’s failed at- 
tempt to win tbe European 
middleweight title in Binning- 
_.ham ended in tragedy on 
Wednesday night, with the 

- death of his chief second and 
. trainer, Peter McEUhiney. 

McEDhiiiey collapsed at ring- 
sde 'aud, after receiving attention 

- from doctors and paramedics at 
tiw Aston Vflia Leisure Centre, 
was taken to the City Hospital. 

“Mr McEUhiney collapsed 
at the bout tty the side of the 
. nagaad attempts to resuscitate 
him were, made there,” tbe hos- 
pilil’s.acddentand emergency 
consultant, Gary Ward, said. 

£< He was brought to us for fur- 
ther attempts to resuscitate 
him but I am afraid he died at 
the hospital. He had a cardiac 
attest, ait we do not know the 
. cause at this stage.” 


Mr Ward said McEUhiney. 
who like Wormald is from 
Rochdale, was pronounced 
dead at 10.45pm. His next of kin 
have been informed. 

Wormald, 30. was stopped in 
the 10th round after being 
floored by the champion, Richie 
Woodhaff for a fifth time. 

"It didn’t upset my fighting, 
because I just didn't realise 
what bad happened," Wormald 
said. “I just thought Peter had 
fallen over and hit his head. I 
came back to the dressing- 
room and 1 was told what had 
happened." _ 

As tbe World Boxing Coun- 
cil’s No 1 contender, Woodhall 
could wait for his next fight un- 
til June’s world title bout against 

the Tfexan holder, Quincy Tky- 
lor. But the 27-year-old may 
make a voluntary defence of the 
European title next mouth orm 
April. 


Football 

BQROaASLEAOUeOFBIElJOlDfWiM-M- 

. **0= Snettownev Deny Coy f7.4S). 

hut Sussex eomirr iembue nm om- 

■«Mk Shuoam v SoutMWH {7.45}. 

Rugby Union 

A WEWWnqtttU Scotland v France (2J0) W 

. lAOER-21 DOBWROKAlc Scofl0«J « 

-CUb u* Mmsfcfc, EUWMgW. 

wjpt MUCH: lamv v New sown w*s (7 

mwsfotwe float}, duMoj. 

: WVHfcSEranVE MMCttS: Engand LWw- 
«« v Wales Uiwentora GL30! ttt WmorW 
WO; EngaraJ Stufeto « UUe* Surras (70) 

- fetossfrn Pat* WtJ. 

fiflU TCJtfffNTS CH UMH O HSU* Regotal 
. W ent: Southern u KBnamoek 

CUB MATCHES: AfamAsy v Sana (7-0): 
4«mvWtaQW<iePart((7ja:BBttaidvSan- 
R0): Bern H*i v Stmud (7.0); fifth Wees 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 



Lagtfn v HaefcK tun: 

GtartBBS v KHcaiw (7X0: fcABSeewff' « 
femlre (7-0). 

Rugby League 

BAfOATOUm TOW MATCH: Barta toaiktn 
m v Ranee (7 JO} fBldffV. 

Basketball 

BUPVUBSS? LEAGUE: London v aniuewn 

R01- 

Other sports 

SHOCKER: fteg* W0W1 Open fffwWCWW. 
Newport, 

smffliMG; Brtffih Grand meet 


terday: “We don’t think they’re 
any better than the other sides 
we have beaten in this run”. 

Torpoint have a tough task at 
one of last season's beaten semi- 
finaiists. Raunds. The little Cor- 
nish club earned their trip to 
Northamptonshire with an un- 
expected win at Lymington in 
the last round. The other last- 
four losers last term, Belper, are 
at home to Oitheroe, a Lanca- 
shire team who, like Anstey 
and Torpoint, started their run 
in the second qualifying round. 


Claim of ‘fix’ 
attempt on 
British denied 

Hockey 

The Great Britain team man- 
ager, David Whittle, has de- 
scribed claims that he was 
approached to fix a match dur- 
ing the Olympic qualifying tour- 
nament that finished in 
Barcelona on Sunday as “ab- 
solute nonsense". 

Canada, who failed to quali- 
fy, have lodged an official com- 
plaint with the International 
Hockey Federation over the 
match between India and 
Malaysia. The game finished 
[ goalless, earning Malaysia the 
mint they needed to win a place 
m Atlan ta al Canada's expense. 

A Canadian official, Donald 
Patterson, who has demanded 
an official inquiry, claimed the 
Malaysians had earlie r at - 
tempted to persuade the British 
team to offer a contrived result 
“As the teams went cm to the 
pitch, one Malaysian official 
jokingly said it would suit both . 
teams if there was a draw," 
Whittlesaid. “I told him that, af- 
ter drawing four games out of 
five in Barcelona, my boys 

would be going flat out for a wm. 

“I am not aware that anyone 
' other than our captain, Jason 
Laslett, exchanged words with 
the Malaysians and he has told 
me that no offers or suggestions 
were made regarding the re- 
sult-” 

Britain went on to win the 
match 3-2. 


At the other end of Essex 
from Collier Row, Wivenhoe 
Town meet another fancied 
side, Mangptsfield United, from 
Bristol. The strongest Essex 
challenge, however, may come 
from Canvey Island, who took 
Brighton to a replay in the first 
round of the FA Cup. Their tie 
away to Thamesmead Town 
will be played on Sunday (3pm) 
at Slade Green FC, as Thames- 
mead’s Bayliss Avenue ground 
has been. deemed inadequate 
for the anticipated large crowd. 


Golf 


Ian Woosnam had an eagle at 
the final hole to finish the first 
round of the Heineken Classic 
in Perth, Western Australia, on 
69, leaving him three shots be- 
hind the leaders, Wayne Smith 
of Australia and New Zealand’s 
Greg Turner. 

The Welshman, fresh from 
his victory in the Johnnie Wilk- 
er Classic in Singapore on Sun- 
day, improved by 12 shots on his 
opening round here two years 
ago, when be missed the cut 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Moses Kptamri, Kfirya's'NOridsieepte- 
eftese champfon. vdl rnn the 3000 me- 
tres si the Ricoh Tour indoor meeting 
in BttrrUngftam on 10 February. Mena 
Mutola, of Mozambique, who lost her 
world 800m title last summer on a dis- 
quaSficaflon, contests the tw-lap event 
Sun Ca)yun, of China, raised her own 
Indoor women's pole vault record by six 
centimetres to 4.27 metres at a meet- 
ing in Erfurt on Wednesday. 

Basfcotbail 

; !»TnoTOl»«lBM84:BoaDnl31V«r- 
eouwr9ft CkM-tand 81 rn W*i96 

h PQRtamf 94;5ai Ararwo X15 LA Cflnoen 106. 

! Boxing 

Joe Busier, tbe former European, 
Commonwealth and British heavy- 
weigftr champion, tacMes the second 
fight of Ws latest comeback when he 
faces American, West Tlitner, owr ID 
rounds at the Berth Ehtertafnment 
Center tonight. Burner. 45, tougtt for 
the first time in elgtyearc in September 
iastyaarwhen he outpoltaed VSxe Cemi 
ro win the Australian heatofwej^it title. 
PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION (BfeTuh^amJ: 
a*aBro»win i i *l»wiflMiWir «feaa« 
(TUM. notfe) Ot D WturnUd ffachWM irf lOh. 

Cricket 


AVON MSURMICECOMaNKnON MOMdOR 
Postpone* Tooerham v Luton. 
MtEKHXnONAL MATCH (Ortuqfs Bowl, »*»- 

mQ: Icily Unfler-21 1 (Btnctt 751 OotomWo 
UnOer-23 0. 

WEDNESDAYS UR RESULTS: m CariMlg P>» 
mtorstetc Aston vMs O Utopax Z 
Fonssi 2 Leeds 1; Soufftempon l Man Qiy U WB 
Ham 3 Cwenay 2. EndMtfi tnaarance Lm£w 
R nt DhrMoK Luton 1 StaffteM Utd 0. Second 
Dww Bradfera^Crwme I. Auto WtadOtnmns 
SbNM Southern iwoHh u d fi wtleg Stnratxiy 
A HereJcrt L Vtonart* Scsttk apIHrf two* 
Hammnn O SlJohneion* 1 Ot Johnstone « home 
to Morton arUknaaseK Hearts 1 PartKA 0 iHnara 
<■» to WtoismocM; CMe 3 Dundee 1 (Cfcae * 
home to Rangers]. BeJfV Scotttth Leamae FW 
OMataK St Ukren 0 MQNto 1. SoooodMMOK 
East Rto 1 Quean otSft 2. ThMDMxfcuE atEdwi 
0 Miroath 1: East Stefc* 1 tfoe 0: Rosb Owv 
w v LYtogsun. CM Vtou a wB Conform** 
gantaad 3ivio«an*e a FA UMnoTnoto 
round eoeood rapMy: EXnw 1 Cml 

retfan Tow 0 fbwer away n Sareftam WoctS. 
tds Lengw Premier DM rto n i Harrow Boroupi 
. b — R uaapMBnor2Bcp- 
MSoeSotfheran- 


iSSSS 


— — fi*— 




. Hutt#wonS-SK&Wsnd£5toi5(NCBlia. 
! OShdilKnoL 

- 

Football 

Hears and Falkirk have ended six 
rnontfMOfdeadkxticbyaeeeingiindis- 
dosed compensa t ion OMer Jim Jeffierte. 
the manager who left BroekvWe for 
Tynecastle in Au©jsl 
K evin PflWngror, the No 3 Manchester 
United goalkeeper, has joined Third Di- 
vision Rochdale on a month's loan. 
OPR winger. Andy Jmpe* has sipied a 
new twHw^a-balfyear contract which 
keep him at the dub untfl 1998. 
rtowsFSRS,' Mgri Sjd* 
ts a West BromMcfi NiXfi Jflme* UcCae (for- 
WMQ wts Wttowdi At*n e PBrtcfc -nwe Bee). 
LOAff TMNSFBfc ten! CarrWtW ponoo] 
5portne Ltftai to West Harfi. 

PoctpMe* TtoaUrtMe * SudJwy Town (pSyeig 
Monday}. 

l£MUE OF WAi£Sc poGtpauod: UanA v Aten 

lib. . 

PONWS LBtOE Hr** DMM* 

Vfast ftotmich w 


POMponett Ten Pertre v Cantran. ImMm te 
tkttrcuKfc Pnrtir«10E3 SanR3rC»y0.S«mTtoff 
kiafcle^lWDMMocsIareOBiiWfl^™ 

0. SmlK BdM cup SomMMc CdtawBe 2 

LVtfieti LhW) Newt Cop Snt lap OmafftlCoL- 
eraned.Aaoabiitmn)OoBibirtMkMFMDL 

«Mob tmmTounOBnstN [te^NcnucnOw 

2 Cryssi PaiKe a CMbrf Utt 0 Portsmouth 0; 
WYtomcn 1 Mina L 8oeood DMatoK pyisum 
Aiaw 2 BtunemoVtfi 0; Swansea Qty 1 Bath Qty 

1. Otter patebo* pcMpoiwL Bwflna Ux&e 
ft ret DMkw Manctiester Utd 2 Btactoum 
Rmms 1. SMood DMNok BurNay 3 Gnmaliya; 
Prwtw 2 fWsitum ft SuntSeitano 2 Lwester 
ft York 1 HuddefiaeM l. otter iMMiipM- 
poaod. FA Ytanth cap TtdRl rand raplv En- 

0 HwefbnJ Utd 2 (Herefcrt at how b 
AMf*he6»rQM.«iteonMtf»n^Oip«eo*» 
■ale Durtaic T uysb 4 iwel SdOm 1R pm 85, 
Bays 30, toSicane 47) Zarfc* 2 {fto 68, Me- 
haaaBO). Sow eto South Wnca 3 CMoattoa ig. 

SS.BarBenA6} Ghana 0- Aa tfe tt Jo n the 

too fi aalfte t to# Ceaen a dan ta d. | Spanish 

0; Lane® 1 Pom 1 feed; Farsnse J Banks 1 
faeo; Fefeeres 1 Penafid 2. 


fiolf 

South Africa's Kevin Stone and Patrick 
Moore, of me United States, both carri- 
ed five-imtier-par 65s to share the first 
round lead In the WBd Coast Sun Chal- 
lenge yesterday. Wayne Westner, win- 
ner of the South African Masters earfier 
in the week, continued his good form 
to share third place with fBkw South 
African Warren Schutte. Zimbabwe's 
Nssho Kamoneeremu end Greg Pe- 
tersen, of the United States, with 66. 

WILD COAST CHALLENGE (Port EAwri, 
Sottb Africa) Laadn* first-round teoi«o(SA 
ioUbos state* © K Stone, P Me*? (US). 
68 G Petersen (US); N Kamjn$rmu (Zhn); 


Englishmen Mark Davis and 
Gary Evans and Scotland’s 
Adam Hunter all shot 68s, with 
Ireland’s Paul McGinley, the 
English pair Jonathon Lomas 
and Steven Bottom! ey and an- 
other Welshman, Mark Litton. 
all joining Woosnam on 69. 

Smiths six-under-par round of 
66 included seven birdies and one 
bogey - a feat matched by Turn- 
er later in a day of fierce heat 

Greg Norman laboured to a 
one-over-par 73 while the Open 
champion, John Daly, ignored 
the temptation to unleash his dri- 
ver on his way to a composed 71. 


W Westner: W Sewtre.' 67 R McCann (US): W 
Bracfley, I Palmer; N van RonsDurg; M McNul- 
ty CZlm). H Baocclv; M Archer (GB); P Fned- 
tander iSn&u; N GanOv: T DoddG iNami; B 
Vaughan (USi. 68 R Safer (Aut); S Ford (US): 
M Murtass; C WKkams IGB). L femes (GB); M 
Norma; DTmtanehKftl CMsOff (US); B Pap- 
pasiVPWSpstGBl. 


Ice hodcey 

M4L: Buffalo 6 Florida 1; Mcntreol 5 washmg- 
ton 3; Boson 3 Ottawa 1: Tampa Bay 4 Pttts- 
birfiy 1: Si Lous 4 Toronto 0; Pates j NY 
Barwrs 1 too; O»ca03 4 Edmoran 0; Analxkn 
2 CWorado 1; Hartford 6 Los Angelas 4. 

Ri^by Union 

SCOTLAND A TEAM (IntarTUtfonoi v France 
A. afiwakfe, EUMuMv tndw « Z3Q : S Land 
[Henwrs FPV, c etsagov (Hanot's FP), S SUM 
[Metaay, R Eftasan (Lcntton Scrash), D Stark 
S Welsh iHawx*). D Patterson; 
M Stoma (Matose). Q EBto (Ctana), BSdaiw 
art (EdnftJ0) Academicab), D Bubs (Bor- 
O^vTmr). D Cronin ©ouigas). P Walton 
(NtecasOe), B RenaAdi (Hbmc*). N Braugjiton 
(Mertee), Reptoeemoota: S Mehol (Seswk), 
S UM preturuans), Q Buna iScwan's- 
litoMe FP), M Pooral (SwfiiK Coora^, S Part 


KtaMe FP), W Nonral (SWfiiK Coonr^, S Part 
(Herat's m. M Scott (Oml). 

FRANCE fc C lanaiaan iBvmi; S Vandkte 
(Bourawi), Y DeW0ia (Toulon). O Craopao 
(Aflen). D Baity (Toukxoai; G Moreoron 
(MoTferrand), F Gatthta (Coiomtom, capi); F 
Touaalra IJtrtare), 8GUraud(P*nes), Jfer- 
dooa (Pau), H Mtorin (ToidouMl. J VersaDtes 
(Monttorrand). C Monf iNfoei, T labtmaa 


NBNSCN CLASSIC (Forth, WA) ImtonC 
fhsL-roiaid scores (Aib onlass stated): 86 W 
Snath. G Turner (NZJ. 87 R Gtoson (Can). GS M 
to* (Eng). G Evans t&ig). A Huraer (fico). 68 
S Layco*. D MU. M man (WaO. P PampCng. C 
Jones. J Lomas (Eng). E Mauejch) (Japan;. P 
McGaLoy (lit). B Hupiea. I Wooonan (Wall. F No- 
erto HO. S Bottom ty (Eng). O Fanton. 70 P 
Suphens. A Shfrtome (Erg), D SmaJ (TO. M 
Harwood, R McFa rtane (Eng), M Go^n. B Qg». 
S Rlchanfetin (En©, S Tat. C Derm (US), M xnv 
an (Sw*?). S Owen 30. ft Baton (Eng). S Ames 
(Trai A Paaitar. P 0'«6*ay, H Green, D Botert- 
son (Seo). L Wasde. 71 M Roberts, l Senior, J 
Towraend (US). A SnAz. DCUe. EDmop. "Vatefv 
one. J Daly (USt. R WJS. I Pyman (Eng). S Bou- 
vkk. 0 RofSrtn (Nor). P Pica iwbO. w Grady. P 
Hatred (Non. D Bransdon. 3 Leenay, S 
Pndi SeiectMt 72 G On (Scoi. A Cottan (Sco), 
P Bales (Eng). R Cnapman (Eng). RBums [N HO. 
73 S Webstw (Eng), G Norman (Aw). D Ctartve 
IN lid. D Canar (Eng), J Payne (Eng). P ft*ar 
(Eng). 74 L Westwood r&igj. PAffiec* (Wftfl. S 
(Er«). R Barterty m IrO. 7S D Rreoel (Eng). 
B Jaetetn (Eng). 76 R Ctoydon (Eng). 77 P Bread- 
twist (Ere), M McLean (Eng). 


<Bnw). S Ptopagw (Toulouse). Raplace- 
awnts: L Lafhaaaod (GrenoNei, C Patoa (Paul. 
F Seffier (Castres), F Belot noUouse). D 
CasaM (Brwe), l Cranca (Agon). 


Snooker 

REGAL WEL5H0PBY (Nawport) fttotter-Anab= 
0 Harold lEng) <* D Morgan (Wall 5-2. 

Squash 

Simon Parke, Moriehire's former world 
junior champion is undergoing 
chemotherapy after having an opera- 
tion to remove a testicular tumour in 
earfy January The 23-year-ofd. who is 
now based in Nottingham, led England 
to a first World Team Championship in 
Cairo fast November, but had to with- 
draw from last month’s British Nation- 
al Championships claiming to have 
suffered appendicitis at the start of 
January. 

Tennis 

Pete Sampras, who dropped from first 
to third in the ATP world rankings after 

his early esdt from last month's AustreSm 

Open, will make his debut in the Rot- 
terdam world indoor tournament from 
4-10 March. 

SHANGHAI OPEN {Stwtfui. GMaa) Second 
ruhI: j Torengo (US) ot D Sapsfcra iGB) 5-7 o- 


still enjoy if he confesses. He is also 
fascinated at how Fantasy League 
has changed fans' perceptions of oth- 
er sides. “You Mart to see good in 
other teams. I like to feel that 1 am 
massively unfair io other sides, and 
can't see any good in them. But Fan- 
tasy League makes you interested in 
Spurs’ midGeld, or United’s back 
four. 1 think that's awful!” 

An ardent -Arsenal fan. he is 
having a bad Fantasy League season 
after winning in its fust vear. *'I chose 
my squad - Bcrgkamp,’ Platt, Beres- 
^h ray heart rather than mv 
head, he admits. So muvbe Graham 
Down, from the Where Is Bobby 
Mimms Now? League, would pre- 
fer to hang on his day job in a bank, 
and avoid the hassles of media 
scrutiny, fans’ displeasure and petu- 
lant players. And anywav. vou'd nev- 
er get the chance to win'a rcpro Bob 
Stokoe hat as England manager. 
Fan taw League can be contacted on • 
0171 SS3 0088. 


Broncos 

release 

unsettled 

Hauff 

Rugby League 

DAVE HADRELD 


London Broncos have released 
their former Australian full- 
back. Raul Hauff. because he has 
Med to settle in England Hauff 
who also played for the Brisbane 
Broncos and Queensland, was 
seen as one of London’s key 
players for the Super League. 

“He has become unhappy 
here and has asked for his re- 
lease and been granted it,” said 
the club’s chairman, Barry 
Maranta. By way of consolation, 
they have the Sydney Tigers full- 
back. Greg Barwick. due to ar- 
rive before the start of the 
Super League, along with the 
Brisbane forward. Gavin Allen, 
and Parramatta’s Ttilson Tollett 

The acquisitive Bradford 
Bulls are set to sign the 26-year- 
old utility player James Lowes 
from Leeds, who have been 
warned by St Helens - along 
with other clubs - that they 
would be wasting their time try- 
ing to prise away Bobbie Goufd- 
ing. “He is on a four-year 
contract and is not going any- 
where,” the Saints' chief execu- 
tive. David Howes, said. 

The brewers, Slones, who 
have sponsored the game for a 
decade, have agreed a three-year 
deal worth £l.7m to sponsor the 
Super League. The end of sea- 
son play-offs, formerly known as 
the Slones Premiership, will 
now become the Stones Cup Fi- 
nal, a rechristening that will do 
nothing to calm fears that the 
Silk Cut Challenge Cup is being 
downgraded. 

TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

600,000 

The dollars (£405,000) that the 
sroges winners of the 1996 US 
Opat tennis championships will 
take home - $25,000 more 
than Andre Agassi and Steffi 
Graf did last year. 
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6-4; G taanwwcrona) in M Ssmtf (Gal 6-1 64. 
PAN PM3RC WOMEN'S OPEN (TokyU Singh*, 
sacond round: M Kings, (Sort) tt A Sugiyama 
'Japan i 6-0 6-3: M SctoB(US) tH I Sptfea iTtoroi 
6-4 6-2; L Dawnpon (US) H L R&wnond (USi 
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BramkB (Ausi M Maims (Bun U 6 Fenian- 
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Snow reports 
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SKI 

Hotline 


Be Ihe firat in the taw* to find foe 
fiestsnar! 

Dial 0891 333110 

Accurate, up & date snow and weafta 
reports from ovec ioo resorts in 
Europe 3nd North America by phone 
or tax. (fa a Ik report please use a 
phone attached to your to macfiife}. 


France 

Austria 

Italy 

Spain & Andorra 
Bulgaria & Romania 
North America 
Switzerland 
Scotland 
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FA suspend 
drug abuser 
for one year 


Football 


Roger Stanislaus, the first play- 
er to be caught using a perfor- 
mance-enhancing drug in two 
seasons of post-match tests, is 
likely to be sacked by Leyton 
Orient after being banned for 
12 months by the Football As- 
sociation yesterday. 

The FA demonstrated its de- 
termination to be tough on 
drug abuse by imposing a sus- 
pension on the 27-year-old de- 
fender that is four months 
longer than its ban on Eric 
Cantona for kicking a fan. It is 
the toughest punishment im- 
posed by the FA on a player for 
30 years. 

An FA spokesman. Steve 
Double, said: “The FA has a 
dear responsibility to protect 
other professionals from play- 


emergency board meeting next 
Tuesday manning." 

The club is likely to an- 
nounce the action it will take 
against the player immediately 
after that meeting. 

Brendan Batson, the assis- 
tant secretary of the PFA, sup- 
ported Stanidaus but he also saut 
“There is no place for drugs hi 


Players who use performance- 
enhancing drugs also cheat fel- 
low professionals who do not 
use stimulants.” 

The decision was backed by 
Orient’s chairmaa, Barry 
Hearn, and the players' union, 
who attended toe three-hour 
disdplinary hearing. 

Stanislaus did not comment 
on the outcome, but Hearn, the 
snooker and boring promoter, 
said: “I am very disappointed by 
anyone [who uses drugs] and I 
am to tally opposed, as the club 
is, to any form of drug use or 
abuse both in society and sport” 

He added: “There wflj be an 



Stanislaus: Social use claim 


fbotbaiL This is a serious case and 
is. reflected in the punishment” 

Stanislaus, a former appren- 
tice at Arsenal, was suspended 
by Orient when the club beard 
the result of a random test fol- 
lowing a 3-0 defeat at Barnet in 
a Third Division match on 25 
November. 

He is not the first player 
caught using drugs. Last season 
there were 12 positive results 
from 272 tests, but all were ei- 
ther the result of taking med- 


ication or social abuse of drugs. 
Stanislaus is the first accused of 
using drugs to boost perfor- 
mance. 

He told the three-man com- 
nusaon that hetookcocaineso- 

■■ian yrmthennusdsyhJorethe 

game. However, medical evi- 
dence was presented to the 
(jxree-man commission that if he 
bad last used the drug on the 
Thursday it would have taken a 
fatal dose to produce the results 
that showed up after the game. 

The FA explained in a state- 
mem that Dr David Cowans, die 

director of the Drugs Control 
Centre at King’s College, 
Chelsea, had told the discipli- 
nary panel the test result was 
consistent with a typical dose of 
cocaine being taken between 
one and six hours prior to the 
rest sample being produced at 
6.40pm on the day of the game. 

“Dr Cowan gave uncontest- 
ed evidence that in order to pro- 
duce the results obtained on 
Saturday, he [Stanislaus] would 
have to have taken a lethal close 
of more than a kilogramme of 
cocaine,” the statement said. 

On the baas of that evidence, 
the FA decided the drug had 
been used to enhance perfor- 


of the sort of leniency shown to 
Paul Meison and Orris Arm- 
strong, who were given educa- 
tion and rehabilitation. 

Of last season's failures, eight 
were for cannabis, two inno- 
cently-taken cold cures and two 
cases of ampbetemines. 
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ACROSS 23 Derides the playing - no 

I Show film to vet? (6) football match was ever like 

4 "Weapon with flaming front this! (5-5) _ _ 

part? (5-3) 25 Relax- stop jettisoning 

10 Inattentive about money leader (4) 

(buf not spending it on al- 27 Cutter repelled squid s as- 
cohol 1 ) (9) sault with iron (5) 

II Incline to take in one of the 28 Bitter, twisted CIA .longed 
staples of education? (5) to apprehend one female 

12 Student with attitude for (9) 

study? (4) 29 19th century scientist gets 

13 Dabbling 7 One permitted it regular payment with infer 

mooetTlO) mation about oxygen (8) 

15 Venation in Messaien in- 30 One boxing ring? (6) 

completely Oriental? (7) . 

16 Tropical bird - trace tailless 1 Smooth water left in a dis- 


29 19th century scientist gets 
regular payment with infor- 
mation about oxygen (8) 

30 One boxing ring? (6) 

DOWN 

1 Smooth water left in a dis- 
turbed state (8) 

2 Decline that is surrounding 
guy? Activate the college 
Bar! (9) 


Ttarsday’s Sotatfcn 


□ LH30EIQQ MUUUML3U 

□ □nnmHiau 

BDE1EG1DE lilQnBUEIJ 
H0HC10DBH 
nQDBClBDHLZj C1HCJBI3 
0 □ S □ □ 0 
EJBBCJH □□BQDG3BQD 
□ □ □ Q 
□□BiaBDHUH QonmE 

□ 00 0 OB 

0BBBB E3EQQ0C1D0E 
SHBIICIQQD 
□&□□□□□ BnOBOQB 
DOHDEIBHE 

rnmnnwnn □□□□□hb 


3 Malevolence as it happens 
win turn up 14) 

5 Scoundrel, about to be in 
France, makes to turn back 

6 Sence initially felt differ- 
ent - something discovered 
on one’s own? (4-6) 

7 Refuse to accept one great 
thinker (5) 

8 Women closer to power? 1 
take the glory (6) 

9 Longing to remove father? 

14 Soldiers - splendid soldiers 
— Taking time to show HagR 
( 10 ) 

17 1 don’t believe in the soul - 
I must be protected by a 
talisman possibly (9) 

18 Cheers elevated delicate 
participant? (8) 

20 Arab region making them 
crass (7) 

21 Girl a male almost was sick 
over (6) 

22 Pottery town right to supply 
fumaceman (6) 

24 Upped her in the river (5) 

26 Row? It upset the Queen 

(4) 


—g-ftrt cuirea state 

19 rive on ( 6 ) 2 Decline that is surrounding ( 4 ) 

21 One who doesn't believe a guy? Activate the college 
jobbery will secure it (7) bar! (9) 

VWn a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CAIX 0891 311 017 


Bombardier Premium Bmer to win. FLUSfopm all entnesfor me geek a Kim* 
SSLdl fotaWbetoend for two in a Charles Wfefls Country Hotel. 

bdoW. Editor's decision is finaL Wameis' names can be obtained by sending an SAEto- 
rSSSwMdTUni A. Bows House, Sr Peters Road, Maidenhead SL6 7QU 





Daydream befievers: a victorious Davy Jones (far right) and his daughter, Sarah, flank Digpast yesterday 


They rubbed their eyes at Lingfielcfs all- 
weather racecourse yesterday and be- 
came daydream believers. 

Out of the s unshin e and fntn the win- 
ners’ enclosure rode a boyish figure 
memorable to many despite his 50 
years, litis was the bloke who was once 
Ena Sharpies’ grandson in Coronation 
Street , the Mancunian who once front- 
ed the musical beach bums called The 
Monkees. This was Davy Jones. 

On a different type of sand, the one- 
time Newmarket stable worker (who 


Richard Edmondson sees a 50-year-old former 
teen idol roll back the years on the Lingfield sand 


presumably fed his charges with hey, 
hey) proved he had to rely on only a 
four-legged friend to make his name. 
The unkind have suggested he was car- 
ried by either his fellow Monkee troop- 
ers (Mickey Dotenz. Mike “Woolhat” 
Nesmith and Peter Tork) or studio mu- 
sicians during his recording career. 
Yesterday the sole carrierwas a six-year- 


old chestnut gelding wearing blinkers 
by the name of Digpast, a birthday gift 
from his daughter, Sarah. 

Jones has been through a lot in his 
life, especially borders. While he is not 
riding out at the Bognor Regis stable 
of yesterdays victory-supplying trainer, 
Roland O’Sullivan, he is still on the road 
abroad with the reconstructed Monkees. 


Photograph: Phil SmittVSportingLrfe 


He has also appeared in a rather sur- 
real movie called Head with Victor ~ 
ture, bat all this paled in comparison * 
with success in the £2^68 (and_35p) i 
Ontario Amateur Riders’ Handicap 
(Class E). 

“That’s show business,” he saidon dis- 
mounting after success in the final ! 
race. “That was one of ttegreatesTtfarilk 
of my life." • ■ '£. 

And then the crowd drifted ay 
It was time for the last train 
Victoria. . i v 


Carling returns to pragmatic line 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 


It has taken Will Carling one 
match - the defeat in France - 
for him to decide that, after all, 
he prefers winning to artistic 
content After going to ftris de- 
claring style to be paramount, 
by yesterday the England cap- 
tain had changed his mind for 
tomorrow’s game against Whies 
at Twickenham. 

Thursday has come by tra- 
dition to be Carling day during 
international weeks though, 
after all this time, 56 matches 
as captain over seven years 
and three months, both ques- 
tions and answers are starting 
to run out Each Carling brief- 
ing is now ritually preceded by 


the insistence that his inter- 
locutors stick to rugby rather 
than gossip. 

So, yet again, style or sub- 
stance, substance or style? 
What would Twickenham's 
78,000 prefer in the new era of 
professional rugby as an enter- 
tainment? 

“I would like to provide the 
crowd with a win; that's what 
they enjoy,” Carling said. “I am 
of the firm belief, and always 
have been, that people go to 
Twickenham to see us win. I 
love running rugby, that’s what 
we want to play, but more than 
anything I want to win." 

There is a contradiction 


play is more important, if we 
are to be consistently success- 
ful against the southern hemi- 
sphere, than j’ust focusing 
everything on winning anoth- 
er Grand Slam. If that was the 
case, we would have picked a 
different side.” 

• How Carling knows that the 
choice would have differed is an 
intriguing subject, since yes- 
terday he disclosed for the first 
time that since Jack Rowell had 
become England manager in 
1994 the captain had not been 
involved in selection. 

This demonstrates both how 
uncomfortably close Carling 
was to Rowell’s predecessor. 


here with Carling's remarks 15 .Geoff Cooke, and how corn- 
days earlier, on the eve of Eng- para lively distant be is from 


land's departure for Paris, 
when he said: “Our style of 


Rowell, who insisted that Car- 
ling was always consulted - as 


indeed was Ben Clarke, the 
pack leader. 

Where Rowell had insisted 
on Wednesday that it was time 
for the senior lieutenants to as- 
sist the captain by pulling their 
weight on the field, Carting 
himself did not see it that way 
24 hours later. “Responsibility 
is with the whole of the team," 
he asserted, though, after the 
looseness with which England 
conceded defeat to France, 
Rowell had a fair point 

“Vfe've had this discussion so 
many times,” Carting sighed. 
“You can analyse why games 
are lost to the nth degree. 
Sure, there were some wrong 
decisions, but there were far 
more right ones. People will al- 
ways make mistakes and I'm 
not one for dwelling on them. 


I’m not pointing any fingers at 
anyone." ' - 

This is very decent of Cadiqg, 
who ventures to suggest that 
this England team could ulti- 
mately emulate the rugby of the 
1992 team, whose Grand Sian 
came accompanied by 15 tries. 
“You get that through confi- 
dence. through a very stable 
side who’ve been together for 
-a very long period,” he said. 

“It comes from a tremendous 
bond in the players, a trust and 
knowledge of what -you are 
trying to do. You; can’t just ■ 
throw that together. bnt^ be- _ 
lieve this ride, with a bit of lock 
and experience, will beuble to 
play very exciting rugby tod.” 
Which is roughly what the 
Welsh are saying about theft 
team, too. 




Sri Lanka’s role as host in the balance 


Cricket 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 

Sri Lanka’s role as co-hosts of 
the World Cup hung in the bal- 
ance last night after the organ- 
isers said they are to review 
security arrangements and the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC) announced that it is to 
monitor the situation over the 
next two or three days, follow- 
ing Wednesday's bomb blast 
which ripped through the cap- 
ital, Colombo, and left at least 
72 dead and hundreds more se- 
riously injured. 

In a statement issued yester- 
day, the ICC chief executive, 
David Richards, said: “The ex- 
plosion in Colombo... is obvi- 
ously a matter of concern to all 


countries competing in the 
World Cup. I have spoken this 
morning to Mr Dalmiya. the 
convenor-secretary of PQcom 
[the World Cup organising com- 
mittee] who has given an as- 
surance that an assessment of 
the position will be carried out 
over the next two to three days.” 

Already two of New Zea- 
land" s top rugby provinces, Ota- 
go and Auckland, have 
cancelled two exhibition match- 
es which were due to be played 
in Colombo on 8 and 11 Feb- 
ruary. That has not deterred 
Leicestershire who are planning 
to prepare for their County 


Championship campaign with a 
nine-day tour against top Sri 
Lankan opposition next month. 
Chief executive Tony Norman 
said: “Unless we get advice to 
the contrary the tour is still on. 
There has been trouble for 
some years now but most of that 
has been in the north and we 
will be avoiding that district.” 

Australia’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs issued a warn- 
ing to all its nationals to defer 
all non-essential travel. While it 
may be debatable as to how es- 
sential a one-day tournament 
held every four years may be 
when compared with this week's 


indiscriminate carnage in the 
country, Graham Halbish, chief 
executive of the Australian 
Cricket Board, did say last nighc 
“I expect every player wfl] attend 
the training camp in Brisbane 
early next week and we'll talk 
further there. But if any indi- 
vidual player feels that he is not 
able to make the tour, then that 
decision will be respected." 

It has been suggested by 
one player that Australia may 
forfeit their World Cup open- 
ing match against Sri L anka in 
the capital on 17 February. The 
pace bowler Craig McDer- 
mott, one of a number of play- 
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ere to have received a death 
threat from Sri Lanka follow- 
ing an ill-tempered Test series 
in Austrtia added: “Maybe it 
puts all games in Colombo In 
jeopardy. 

Zimbabwe and the West 
dies are also concerned. Jr 
Zimbabwe spokesman said: “L 
am not sure that we wopWfta’-r 
foil... The one alternative Aral 
comes to mind is to maybe adt" 
for... a contingency plan for an . 
alternative venue.” 

England do not have a match 
in Sri Lanka but the Test and 
County Cricket Board is stay- 
ing in touch with the Foreign 
Office, which will also be ad- 
vising the West Indies. The Sn 
I .aniran cricket board insisted 
last night that everything was go- 
ing ahead. 
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